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«l<> MMt all ir 1.1 Sh.ik<-|i.;irr. '• Newton " stands lor .s.-irm-t- in

ill.' -|ii,"ili iumI uiil.iiL,' ot MMiiy wlio liiivi' ii'-vcr licinl of tin'

'

I'l iii'ipii mil li.iM' not tlii- liiinttst iilcii as to tin MilijtTts

oi wlii.-h it tnats. " Maclii.ivilli " ri'pri'M'nts emit in [.olitics

in llif niin.U ot tlio^f who <|o not know to within ii thon^and

years wlnii he li\i'l, or to within a thousand niilo where hi'

Used. Ill tlie .•>aiiie w 1 v evfii >urh taiiiotis naiiR's us Hannjliai,

( \esiir,
(
'h irleiiiaj,'iie, Aitred. Voltaire, lUf iiaines only to most

of ilio>e who u-e tliein. 'I'hit tlii^ i;u'norunfi' should exi>t is,

mI ei>iir-e, iiies italile. No In 111 eaii hivo the wholt; liioKraphical

di'tioiiary at his till,'||•-^' ends, linf the want of kuowlfd:;*!

e\i--Is to a tar u'reater evteut thin it oip^lit to do or need do,

l»eeaii>.' inod'in readers have, to a u'reat extent, -iven up any

reteieiiee to oiiL'iiials, and have altandoiu-d standard works

lor the deli_dit- of literary snippets and suinniaries.

It i> when we eoiiie to tile liistoiv ot our own ••oiiiitry that

We tiiid out how niueli is lost liy this praetice. It is of ^'leat

iiiipoitai tli it an Mn-li-lini in should know somethiiiix of the

.Ileal iiieii ot hi> I et ^hoiild understand what they did, why

they did it, and to what extent Ihitaiii is indelited to theiii

tor whit they >iill'ere 1 and what they aehievi'd. It will he

a nii-tortiiiii' if the day ever eonies when the names of

trnat IliiLili^hmen Ixeonie counters merely. It is with the

ul.jeet of p.i,tponiim- this day of eiiablinj^ readers, y(»un;,c

and old. to r.deeiii the counters which have hitherto repre-

sented iiothiiij:; of real value to them—tliat this hook is

written. Ill its i)aL,'es are to l>e found brief and very siuijile

liioL:rai)hies of some of tin; jfreatest Kii.i,dishmeu—men wlio in

their day, each in his <litrerent manner, eoiitriljuted to iiii^ke

I'.ritain Lrreat, uood, ,;doii<>us. and ivrv. All arc not eijually

iioi.le. all are not ei|iially deserving; of our admiration ; but

till V have left l>eliiiil them "footjirints in the .sands of time."

'I'luv have all done somethiiii^ which we, their successors in

beaiinir the !>uiden of Kinpire, may admire, and which, in our

degree, We may euiul.ite and imitate.


