March, 1870.]

LAW JOURNAL.

[Vo. VL, N. S.—57

CriMiNAL Law CoNSOLIDATION.

DIARY FOR MARCH.

—

1. Tues, St. David. Shrove Tuesday. Sub-Treasurer of
2w, school moneys to report to County Auditors.
6 oed Ash Wednesday.

- SUN. 15t Sundag 1n Lent.

) Tues, General Sessions and County Court Sittings
13, S‘UN County York

. 2nd Sunday in Lent.
. St. Putrick’s Day.

. 8rd Sunday in Lent.
. Lady Day.

« 4th Sunday in Lent.
N —

THB
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CRIMINAL LAW CONSOLIDATION.

_A good work was done last Session by the
Inister of Justice in placing on the Statute
00k of the Dominion a series of Acts assimi-
ating and consolidating with valuable amend-
Nents the whole body of the Criminal Law.
Omething was accomplished the previous Ses-
Slon, and something yet remains to be done in
Tespect to minor outlying enactments to make
& perfect whole, but we can even now boast of
2 more complete consolidation than they have
!0 England, and we refer to cap. 29 of 32 & 33
Ic, “ An Act respecting procedure in Crimi-
Dal cases and other matters relating to Criminal
i ¥,"” in proof of the assertion. All the lead-
g acts are founded on the Consolidated Cri-
:}"‘1 Statutes passed in England as models,
wlt Such alterations and modifications as
%e'°. Tequired to suit these enactments to the
sa“dltlon of Canada, and such as were neces-
Y to suit the tribunals and mode of pro-

ure in courts of the several Provinces.
moszese meagures were all prepared after the
usty careful consideration by the Minister of
j“ﬁst:e and upon conference with leading
Vincs ‘ﬂﬂd public men from the several Pro-
'l‘ee:" and were pul into shape under the
or 1on of the Minister of Justice by that
Y able lawyer and most experienced legal
the I‘imm Mr. Wicksteed, the Law Clerk of
Deput ouse of Commons, assisted by the
Other able

an y l_ﬁnister of Justice,
th Xperienced men, on the Bench and at

vi%‘“', are ux.xderstood to have given their
lo un:nd assistance. Indeed nothing was
secy one by the Minister of Justice to

Plet e to the Dominion a valuable and com-
® code of Criminal Law.

The bills were introduced in the Session of
1868 and passed the House of Commons, but
owing to influences that ought not to have
prevailed with any man in a matter of science,
the bills were for the most part thrown over
till last Session. Although great disappoint-
ment was felt at the time, the postponement
had this good effect, that the bills were all
again gone over by the Minister of Justice
with the most searching care to discover any
error and test their correctness and complete-
ness in every particular. The bills thus pre-
pared, matured and perfected, finally became
law and came into force on the 1st day of
January last.

As already observed, the standard for most
of them is the English Criminal Law Con-
solidation, and the value and importance of
this is obvious to every professional man,
and indeed must be so to any intelligent
person who takes the trouble to consider the
subject. Such a course opens to us at once
the whole of the English cases decided on
these Statutes, and the learned light they cast
upon the enactments will be of the greatest
possible value in assisting the numerous tri-
bunals throughout the Dominion in determin-
ing any question that may arise upon our own
enactments,

Weare led to make these remarks by seeing
the notices given by members for amendments
to the Criminal Law—laws just come into
force, and we cannot but taink that any at-
tempt to alter a code only just completed, and
before even a single assize has past or sittings
of the Court of Sessions taken place, untimely
snd uncalled for. If any positive error has
been discovered let it be pointed out to the
Minister of Justice, and let him, as the respon-
sible Minister, amend it. But for independent
members who have not had the whole system
in view to be allowed to cut and hack at & bit
here and a bit there because they may deem,
or their constituents may deem some altera-
tion expedient or necessary, is not defensible
on any ground, and we trust it will not be
allowed. If for no other reason the move is
premature, and if the door be once opened to
a “tinkering” legislature, the value of the
consolidation will soon be lost. We trust
that the House, in the public interest, will
repress those adventurous members Who en-
deavour to make up in courage what they lack
in knowledge, training and experience.



