
48 NO REFUGE BUT IN TRUTH

tion of American slavery attention was 
specially directed to the social law of 
Moses, no careful reader could fail to be 
greatly struck by its advanced humanity 
and civilization. Nevertheless, the moral­
ity of the Old Testament is tribal, while 
that of the New Testament is universal. 
The tribal character of the Old Testament 
morality is seen in the destruction of the 
first-born in Egypt in order to force 
Pharaoh to let the Chosen People go; in 
the invasion of Canaan and the slaughter 
of the Canaanites ; in the murder of 
Sisera ; in the approval of the treason of 
Rahab; in David’s putting to torture the 
inhabitants of a captured city. The at­
tempt to reconcile all this with universal 
morality by styling it the course of “Evo­
lution” can hardly avail, since the spirit 
of tribal separatism dominates in the lat­
est books of the Old Testament, Ezra and 
Nehemiah, where Israelites are not only 
forbidden for the future to marry with 
Gentiles, but bidden to put away Gentile 
wives. It is true there are glimpses of a 
universal dominion of the God of Israel,


