
William Black.

and a sweet voice were most attractive. When
ever my mind carries me back to those scenes, the 
vision of the apostle John in his old age addressing 
the church at Ephesus as his little children, comes 
up before me as I think of the good old man, the 
real father of Methodism in Halifax."

When William Black was converted and began 
his career as the pioneer Methodist preacher in the 
maritime provinces, in 1779, there was only a small 
company in Cumberland, Nova Scotia, who 
reckoned themselves followers of John Wesley, 
but when he died in 1834, there were in these 
Provinces and Newfoundland, 3 Districts, 44 cir
cuits, about 60 ministers and local preachers, with 
more than 6000 members of the church. But the 
denomination has grown since then, until in the 
year 1906, there are 3 Conferences, with 332 min. 
isters, 194 local preachers, nearly 42,000 church 
members, 686 Sunday Schools with over 46,000 
scholars, 716 churches, and 219 parsonages valued 
at more than two and a half million dollars, and 
then add to these statistics, the value of the schools 
and colleges belonging to Methodism in the mari
time provinces and Newfoundland, amounting to 
567,000 dollars, and we may well say, “What hath 
God wrought ?”

Let us remember that when John Wesley died, 
there were only 287 Methodist preachers in Great 
Britain and Ireland, and 611 in the whole world, 
and we may well ponder the significance of the 
growth during the last hundred years in the now 
country where William Black was the leader and 
pioneer. The movement which began with Black 
has run through a whole century without rest orf ail-
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