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PREFACE. ix

Government has been wise. Enormous sums were
spent after the American Civil War in collecting
the official records. The units had been disbanded
and the witnesses scattered to civilian pursuits all
over the country, and the inquiry was in conse-
quence laborious and expensive.

The Dominion Government, warned by this ex-
ample, have taken prompt measures to secure from
day to day and week to week full reports of the
movements and actions of all units, at a cost which
is trifling compared with what it would cost in after
years; in this way the framework has been erected
for an official narrative. This is a prudent measure
which will be endorsed by Canadian students of
history, since there is a growing tendency to demand
a full and intelligent documentary record of our
progress. All the officers of the Canadian Corps
have in one respect or another contributed to the
collection of these facts, and have done so often
in the face of grave danger and complete ex-
haustion, when they might well have been excused
from troubling about such trivialities as to what

6 posterity would think about them. The mem-

bers of the Record Officer’s Staff have been un-
wearied in collecting all the available material, and
this common sense of duty has laid the foundation
of our records on a substantial basis of fact.

For all mistakes which occur, and more particu-
larly for the omissions, I, as Record Officer, take
full responsibility, for the Record Officer is no more
exempt than others from the fog of battle. But I
would point out that my task would be rendered less
difficult, and the chances of error or injustice dimin-
ished, if the commanders of units would supply ex-




