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sacrificed human victims, which they burnt in large wicker-

idols, made so capacious as to contain a multidude of per-

sons at once, who were thus consumed together. To these

rites, tending to impress ignorance with awe, they added

the austerity of their manners and the simplicity of their

lives. They lived in woods, caves, and in hollow trees ; their

food was acorns and berries, and their drink water. These
arts caused the people, not only to respect, but almost to adore

them. The most remarkable Druidical monument in England

is the circle of stones on Salisbury plains, called Stonehenge.

It appears to have been a great national temple.

10. It may be easily supposed that the manners of the

people took a tincture from the discipline of their teachers.

Their lives were simple, but they were marked with cruelty

and fierceness ; their courage was great, but neither dignified

by mercy nor perseverance.

Ctcsar invading Britain.

11. The Britons had long remained in this rude but in-

dependent state, when Ceesar, having overrun Gaul with
his victories, and willing still further to extend his fame,
determined upon the conqne^tof a country that seemed to

nroraise an easy tiiiimph ; accordingly when the troops

designed for the expedition were embarked, he set sail for

Britain about midnight, and the next morning arrived on the
coast near Dover, where he saw the rocks and clifTs covered
with armed men to oppose his l^mding*.


