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22 KING ARTHUR AND HIS KNIGHTS.

him, deposed him, and advanced Elidure to the throne. Arth-

gallo rted, and endeavored to find assistance in the neighboring

kingdoms, but found none. EUdure reigned prosperously and

wisely. After fwe years* possession of the kingdom, one day,

when hunting, he met in the forest his brother Arthgallo, who
had been deposed. After long wandering he had returned to

P)ritain with only ten followers, designing to repair to those

who had formerly been his friends. Elidure, at the sight of his

brother in distress, forgetting all animosities, ran to him and

embraced him :

" The royal Elidure who leads the chase

Hath checked his foaming courser. ' Can it be?

Methinks that I should recognize that face,

Though much disguised by long adversity.'

He gazed rejoicing, and again he gazed,

Confounded and amazed.

• It is the King, my brother!' and, by sound

Of his own voice, leaps upon the ground."

—

Wordsworth.

He took Arthgallo home and concealed him in the palace.

After this he feigned himself sick, and, calling his nobles about

him, induced them, partly by persuasion, partly by force, to

consent to his abdicating the kingdom and reinstating his

brother on the throne. The agreement being ratified, Elidure

took the crown from his own head and put it on his brother's

head. Arthgallo after this reigned ten years, well and wisely,

exercising strict justice towards all men.

He died, and left the kingdom to his sons, who reigned with

various fortunes, but were not long-lived, and left no offspring,

so that Elidure was again advanced to the throne, and finished

the course of his life in just and virtuous actions, receiving the

name of the pious, from the love and admiration of his subjects.

Lud.
After Elidure, the Chronicle names many kings, but none of

special note, till we come to Eud, who greatly enlarged Trino-

vant, his capital, and surrounded it with a wall. He changed

its name, bestowing upon it his own, so that thenceforth it was

called Lud's town, afterwards Eondon. Eud was buried by the

gate of the city, called after him Eudgate. He had two sons,

but they were not old enough at the time of their father's death


