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people on the stage; but we never did anything
so fine in that way as the entrances of the visitors at
the Capulets’ in ‘ Romeo and Juliet.” Do you remember
the different companies of maskers, with their separate
retainers and torch-bearers ? But I see you are about
to suggest that we get back to the stage of the Star
Theatre ; and so we will.

“The last act of * Much Ado’ was rung up in seven
minutes, disclosing the scene where Dogberry holds his
court ; this is withdrawn upon the garden scene. Then
we come to the tomb of Hero, never before presented,
except by us, since, I believe, Shakespeare’s own time.
This scene, with its processions of monks, vergers, and
mourners, and the few lines that are spoken, gives us
four minutes to make a remarkable change, back to the
ball-room in Leonatas’ house, where the story is con-
cluded.

“As you say, to have moved all this scehery, and

srepresented the piece, with its many characters,

smoothly and without a blemish, in the various pictures,
—and when you think what trifling mistakes will upset
the effect of the finest scenes,—to have done all this
within three hours is a great achievement. The theatre
was handed over to us on Sunday morning; on
Monday night at a quarter-past eight the curtain rose *
on ‘Much Ado;* mounted and set with our Lyceum
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