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Some member of the congregation heard of it. Bunyan 
was warned, and was advised to stay at home that night, 
or else to conceal himself. His departure had been already 
arranged ; but when he learnt that a warrant was actually 
out against him, he thought that he was bound to stay and 
face the danger. He was the first Nonconformist who 
had been marked for arrest. If he flinched after be had 
been singled out by name, the whole body of his con­
gregation would be discouraged. Go to church he would 
not, or promise to go to church; but he was willing to 
suffer whatever punishment the law might order. Thus, 
at the time and place which had been agreed on, he was 
in the room at Samsell, with his Bible in his hand, and 
was about to begin his address, when the constables enter­
ed and arrested him. He made no resistance. He desired 
only to be allowed to say a few words, which the con­
stables permitted. He then prepared to go with them. 
He was not treated with any roughness. It was too late 
to take him that night before the magistrate. His friends 
undertook for his appearance when he should be required, 
and he went home with them. The constables came for 
him again on the following afternoon.

Mr. Wingate, when the information was first brought to 
him, supposed that he had fallen on a nest of Fifth Mon­
archy men. He enquired, when Bunyan was brought in, 
how many arms had been found at the meeting. When 
he learnt that there were no arms, and that it had no po­
litical character whatever, lie evidently thought it was a 
matter of no consequence. He told Bunyan that he had 
been breaking the law, and asked him why he could not 
attend to his business. Bunyan said that his object in 
teaching was merely to persuade people to give up their 
sins. He could do that and attend to his business also.


