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thi»t there is not a tittle of foundation for

hU arguments. My hon. friend, when he

was making U\h 8)ieech on this subject in

the House, resorted to authority. It was

• very natural thin^ for a lawyer to do,

yet I may aay this, that what I shouUi i*x-

pect fro'u a statesman would be "reason-

ing " on this question. I should expect

from him that he would reason this ques

tion from hint.nric*l fac^s ; and th« histori

cil facts bearing on it are numerous

enough. I should expect to see him rea-

sonini; from the existing political phen«i-

mena in Europe, and then I should expect

that he would draw deductions. But

what does my hon. and learned friend d>>l

He comes to us with authorities like a

lawyer going beftire a court of appeal, and

what, let me ask, are his authorities/ —
magaziiiH articles, aiKl some of them writ-

ten by tr'tmpery writers whose names will

not even go down the gutter of time.

Now, the hon. gentleman might have goriB

to many existing countries for a parallel.

He mii{ht have gone especially to Swjtzei-

l,:nd. My hon. fritend from Bothwell

(Mr. Mills) suggested Switzerland, and

then my hon. and learned friend (Mr.

McCarthy) interjected the remark, *' The

French language is an exception in Swit-

zerland." What the meaning of that

observation is I do not know. How is it

an exception in Switzerland \ The only

meaning of that utterance of my hon.

friend would be that the language was ex

ceptionally used in that federal state.

Why, Sir, there are only three federal

states that I know of : Canada, the United

States and Switzerland, and in two of

these the French is an official

language. Lei me say that Canada need

not be ashamed to go to Switzerland for

instruction. There id scarcely a coun-

try which my reading makes me acquaint

ed with so calculated to inspire intepest

and so full of historical incidents that are

imperishable. The development of that

sountry has been extraordinary. The

difTerenoes in its formation, its elevations,

its soil and its climate are great and

varie<l ; and although Canada stretches

acro88 an entire continent, and Switzer*

land iit in the heart of Europe, hemmed
in by mighty empires, sometimea in great

ilanger, often menaced, fought with by

more powerful nations, yet like the milk-

white hind of Dryden,

—

" Oft doomed to death, but fated not to die."

The commerce of that country at present

exceedf per capita the commerce of any

c'Miittry in Europe. Her iinpor*^8 are

Hh..ut SloO.OOO.OOO. and her exports, I

think. «I140,0()(),000. Notwithstanding

the diH'erence I ha^e spoken of, we know.

Sir, that there is an analogy between

Oanadft and Switzerland in the produce of

niir dairies, in the produce of our corn-

fields, in our mighty forests, and oven in

<'ur Alpine scenery, which, if any of you

have visited, you kni>w that it need not

blush even in the face <>f Mont Blano.

(OheHrs. ) There is a remarkable physical

analogy between ihe co'ntries and when
yon conie to c -mfiare the systems of gov-

ernment there is a more remarkable

atialo^y still. The very same <]uestion8

thnt are relegated to the Provinces in

Caiiail;* are relei/ated to the Cantons in

Switzerland ; and the very same questions

that are ruleij;ated to the Federal Oovern

meiit in Canada are relegated to the

Ffdeiiil (tovernment in Sw'tZ'Tland which

int'tftH at Berne. How many languages

hiive you in the Parliament at Berne ?

Why, Sir, tive language can be spoken

there, ami thiee of thfse are official. I

am n'>t saying that I approve of this. I

am only stating facts from which deduc-

tions can be drawn. But here is my hon.

friend, a statesman that might be a dam
alinl to nic. at whose feet 1 ought to sit ;

here is my hon. and letrned friend dilat-

ing on this question and telling us, in the

face of the fact that Switzerland

has endured since the I2th century, that

it is the oldest republic that ever existed,


