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in revenue, the current year's expenditure
based on an estimated revenue of $90,000,000,
which will not realize more than $80,000,-
000, reached the enormous sum of $ 132,777,-
748. Notwithstanding the f alling revenues
of the country, yet we find rising expendi-
tures. At the expiration of the nine months
ending the 3lst December last we find an
increase in current expenditure over the
corresponding period of the previous year
of $5,000,000, and an increase in capital ex-
penditure over the corresponding period of
last year of $7,000,000, making a total ini-
creased expenditure up te the 31st Decem-
ber last of $ 12,000,000, thus leaving the
financial condition of the country $23,500,-
000 to the worse. During the twelve months
ending 3lst December last we increased our
public debt $37,,500,000, and from a return
brought down te the House of Commons
last night I observe oui public debt has
reached the surn of $291,000,000. 1 hope 1
arn not entering upon controversial ground,
or that I arn promotîng the asperities of
party debate if I ask hon, gentlemen te
give their most sincere and earnest atten-
tion te a question involving se largely the
very best interests of this Dominion. The
Senate from time te tirne is -subject te hos-
tile criticism in the press and on the plat-
form, and I know cf ne higher function that
can be discharged by this Chamber than te
give an earnest attention te the financial
a!! airs and interests cf this great country
as administered by the government of the
day. One would f ancy that this Senate
should act as a break upon the adminis-
trative wheel which is revolving very quick-
lv at the present time; but parliamentary
u.sstitutions made up of the Senate and
Commrns seem net te give the slightest
af lention te the encroachments which are
noing made from time te time by the gev.
erninent upon the financial revenues cf thc
ccrýntry. 1 suppose 1 might safely say that
psrlismentary institutions had their enigin
in an endeavour te resist the en-
croachments of the Crewn upen the
public revenues and upen the nights of
the people. Instead of admonishing the
government and resisting the incursions
which are made from time te time upon the
financial revenues cf the country, we Eind
both branches cf parliament in every possi-
ble way assistinc- the government of the
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day in extracting- frm the public exchequer
all that they may pessibly demand, though
far in excess cf what the country should
pay. Let us analyse for a moment the ex-
penditure cf this money and consider if
parliament has been doing its duty in
granting supplies to the governinent te the
extraordinary extent which is te be found
in the Supply Bill particularly that cf last
year. We ail recail how my right hon. fniend
and his associates previcus te 1896 thun-
dered against the alleged extravagance cf
the Conservative party. We recail how my
right hon. friend and hîs asseciates he]d
up their hands in holy hon-or at the idea
o! the Dominion cf Canada spending in
th ose days $41,702,000, which was the ex-
tent cf the expenditure in 1896, but compare
that expenditure cf 1896 with the expendi-
ture represented by the Supply Bil1 cf last
year, nearly $ 133,000,000, exclusive cf the
subsidies 'which may yet have te be paid
te the railways, and which amounted te
$23,366,000. As te the analysis cf this en-
ormeus sum, I have selected a few cf the
spending departments so that we may make
a cemparative analysis cf the present ex-
penditures with the expenditure of 1896:

1896. 1908-9
q ricuture -Querantine ..- 305,000 1,663,000

iliti...1,136,000 6,749,000
Publio Worke-----------. .. 1"9,000 18,794,000
Marine and Fishenies.- 1,074,000 5,U85,000
Mail Subsidies--------534,000 1,740,000
Immigration..------120,000 1,020,000

Totals-----------$4,468,000 $35,551,000
About 800 per cent increase.

Fer these particular spending departments
in 1896 there was an expenditure cf $4,468,-
000 as against $35,551.000, or an increase cf
800 per cent in the short space cf twelve
years. I appeal te hon. gentlemen 'who
should divest themselves cf ail that sym-
pathy and activity cf political life which is
from tiine te tîme urged upon us in this
particular Chamber, I ask if the increase in
population within the Dominion cf Canada,
which I am sale in saying has not exceeded
25 per cent, would warrant the gevernment
in increasing the expenditure cf the par-
ticular departments te which I have al-
luded by at least 800 per cent. 1 might
put it in anether way :for the twelve yea rs
since the accession cf my hon. friends to
office, the public revenue which has been


