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whlch a country eau best be served, wbetber
it be free trade, modifled protection, or wbat-
ever you may cboose to cail It. My hon.
friend taunted members af the goverument
with baving cbanged their political views :
I do flot know that any statesman la enti-
tled to very mucb respect If hle Iolot open
to conviction at any period of bis life. If,
after ten, fifteen or twenty years' experienoe
hie thlnks hie bas made a mIstake, and that

be beneficial to tbe country, would that
statesman be true to himself, If because bie
had prejudices ln bis early lit e, he would
flot adopt wbat was tben best for the coun-
try ? That was flot the feeling whicbi ln-
fluenced Sir Robert Peel wben ln 24 bours
bie changed frorn being a strong protection-
let to practically a free trader. It was not
the Une taken by Gladstone wbo at the
outeet was a very strong Tory, but
frorn bis experience ln parliament, hie
tound tbey were not the party wbich
brougbt about the reforme that modern
urnes demanded, and no he dld not besîtate
to cbange bis political convictions. Nobody
rellected on Gladstone because of that. I
migbt corne nearer borne. Sir Jobn Mac-
donald was not in bis earlier years a pro-
tectIonist. On the contrary, hie was a free
trader. Ie tariff at Contederation was
fifteen per cent, and it was only ln 1808 or
1869, wben Canada was pressed, tbat bie
made any increase ; sa my hon. frlend ougbt
flot to taunt rnen witb abandonlng their
views wben tbey do wo witb the object of
bettering the condition of the country.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-What
we charge thern witb la professing one tblng
and doing anotber.

Han. Mr. SCOTT!-My hon. friend quotes
tbe utterances of gentlemen wha faught tbe
national pollcy, who did not; for eighteen
years believe in Its wisdorn or prudence,
but thought; it too restricted. .When gentle-
rnen bail ta assume the control of the gev-
ernment of this country, would they have
exercised statesmansbip to have gone back
ta the views tbey bad announced ln opposi-
tion ? They found It would be tolly to
resist public sentiment and tbey did not;
dare make those changes. It wauld take
long years to do wo.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-I coin-
mend tbe ban, gentleman for his honesty.
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Hlon. Mfr. SCOTT-Tbey were not disposed
ta sacrifice the interests of thi country.
Tbey adapted therneelves to the conditions
wbicb prevailed. As opportunties offered,
they enlarged tbe trade of tbe country by
reducing the tariff, and they bave done it
on tbose particular Unes wbere there was
least resistance, and the trade of the country
la largely beneflted by that Une of pollcy.
If to-day we were applying the tariff of rny
bon.. 1-riend oppGosnnc, vnc. a.fe ... .ads ben
modified ln 1M9, to the present Importa,
you would find that we would be collecting
four or fIve rnillions of dollars rnore than we
are getting frorn the people of this country.
There i. tbat rnucb saved. My bon. friend
shakes bis bead, but I could give the
figures.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Surely
the bon. gentleman knows that the govern-
ment raised the tariff, and then took off the
percentage.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-On two or tbree Items.
The Iran duties we cut ln two, and since
that we have ln many Uines of the iron
trade taken the duties off altogether. If my
han. friend will look et tbe 'Citizen' of
yesterday mornlng, bie will find, under the
autbority of the Treasury Board, that the
duties were taken off a number of articles
which are used ln manufactures ln Canada,
wbere the original article was the rawv
material-that 18, wbere it was flot made in
Canada-just as we took the duties off tires
and parts of locomotives, ln order ta aid the
locomotive industry ln this country. Wben
we have steel and iran works establisbed, as
I hope we will ln a few years, It may be a
matter of conaideration whetber the govern-
ment of the day migbt nat restore rnany
articles ta the tariff list when we are making
tbern In Canada. Sa long as we do not rnake
tbern ln Canada-gno long as tbey contribute
ta the wealtb of this country by enabllng
aur manufactures ta get the beneflit of them
it ls good palicy ta admit tbem at a very
law rate o! duty, or ta remave the duty
altogether as we have dane.

I do nat know that I shahl occupy the time
of the Chamber any longer. My bon. friend
bas gone very tully to a number of per-
sonal matters. I do not keep a scrap book.
My hon. friend, I suppose, bas gatbered very
assIduously bis erape tram the sayings of
ininisters, and endeavours ta show they were


