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Shas become rampant and exaggerating public fear.

;0 fostered and intensified by rising crime statistics.

'alysts are of the opinion that the intensity of the fear
experienced by Canadians resuits in part from eco-
ertainty. High unemployment bas contributed to the
insecurity and vulnerability and is causing social and
problems that reinforce the feeling of social disin-

ýraI Party platform includes proposals to increase the
laximnum sentences imposed by the courts for first and
ree murders committed by Young offenders; to relax
'ment to systemnatically dispose of police files on
riders after a certain timne; to allow the identification
IUng offenders who have been convicted of violent

to create a "dangerous young offender" category
us and habituai Young offenders. We, Bloc members,
)Ort the bill before us.

>nI established that through positive, early interven-
'hives, young persons struggling with social, psycho-
emnotional problemns can be prevented from straying
Ind becoming dangerous repeat offenders.

programns effective is a major challenge. However, the results
obtained with such programs, namely a reduction in crime, are
much more beneficial for Young people, and also for Canadians
who, otherwise, might have become victims.

In conclusion, as parents, MPs and responsible adults, wesimply cannot support this bill. We must take our responsibili-
tics towards our children and teenagers. It is a lot harder topromnote prevention, but it is also a lot more effective andrewarding. Ail those involved, including parents, educators andsocial workers, must work with Young people to prevent crime.

1 simply cannot believe that a ten-year-old child is matureenough to realize that he bas committed a first or second degree
murder. 1 have a ten-year-old daughter myself and 1 siniply
cannot believe that she bas that comprehension. These children
obviously know what is good and what is bad, but 1 doubt verymuch that they would understand that they committed a first or
second degree murder. These children need protection. Yes, they
must be punished. Yes, we must teach them, but how far must we
go?

We must also do more ini terrns of promoting rehabiIitation
which, according to statistics, gives very good resuits.

It goes without saying that this approach will require addi-
tional efforts from ail those involved in the process, but I amconvinced that the results will be much better than if we hastily
pass harsher laws.
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majority of Young Canadians and Quebec-
ard-working and respectful of their peers.
'e productive and law-abiding citizens. To
e on the same level as the miuority who
do themn a disservice.

committed a crime may provide
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