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legisiate against picturee of that kind, so yen
have to say "wholly" or "exclusively". The
moment you do that, you open up the poséi-
bility of evasion, because there could be a
magazine, the haif of which was devoted to
this and the other hall to real comics or sorne-
thing of the kind. There would certainly be
charges of discrimination. It would 'be said
that we are preventing the publication of this,
while we do flot prevent the showing of horror
features in moving pictures and that sort of
thing.

I1 ama merely pointing out the difficulties of
drafting effective legisiation. I arn not making
a strong case against the principle of the legis-
lation itself, but I wanted to find out whether
it was thought these crime comics actually
induccd the commission of crime. The repre-
sentations that we have received ini the Depart-
ment of Justice were practically confined to
one province, British Columbia. If we put this
legisIation on the statute books it will be the
responsibility of the attorneys general of the
other provinces to enforce it. We shail have
ta give them a little more time.

The discussion brought up ini the House of
Commons by the hion. meniber for Kamloops
has brought the matter before the public and
there will be some discussion in the other
provinces. However I arn not satisfied that
the matter is at the stage that would justify
legisiation at the present time particularly,
because many persons interested in this matter
say there is no evidence, or practically no
evidence that the publication of this material
does induce the commission of crime.

We communicated with Doctor W. Line,
director of the division on research, national
committee for mental hygiene, and hie sent the
following wire under date of June 11, 1948. This
was addressed te the commissioner of peni-
tentiaries, because I had asked him to ma2ke
this imquiry. The wire reads:

Oonfirxning telephone conversation McCulley-
bine this date. To handIe this problem at the
level of legal banning would be to confesa that
parents educators and others are unable no to
raise the child as ta make this kind of material
fromt the child's point of view unnecessary and
undesirable. Banning serves rather to diotract
attention fromn the real proiblera of how we
educate child.ren in our culture. Organized
voluntary action contributing ta public educa-
tion la preferaole bath operationally and ethie-
ally ta, legialative kbanning.

Doctor Line aloa ezicloeed a quotation from
Doctor C. M. Hincks, general director, national
committee for mental hygiene, who said:

It han neyer been ucientifically eatablished
that crime or thrill 9tonies either in movies,
radia or comics have entributed ta delinquency.
Prohibiting publication is an admission of f ail.

une on the part of 'the f amily and the educa-
tional ayotem in encouraging the development
of wholesome and healithy interests.

Some juvenile court judges and sorne police
officers were consulted.

Ex-Deputy Commissioner Meade and
Inspector Regan of the R.C.M.P. are bath of
opinion that cri-me comics do not contribute
toa sny appreciable extent ta the commission
of crimes by youthful offenders. They ad'vise
me that they have consulted snch leading
psychiatrists as Doctor Line of Toronto
university who i8 also of the same opinion.

Judge Harley Mott of the juvenile court,
Toronto, saya he bas no evidence that crime
cornics are cantributing appreciably toward
the commission of crime. Re saye hie bse no
douht, however, that they have a bad effect,
but he thinka it is with the clams of boy over
si.xteen, and he is mainly concerned with boys
sixteen and under.

Judge Nicholson and Judge Laramee of the
juvenile court in Montreal advise me that
they have no evidence that crime comics con-
tribute appreciably towand the commission of
crime amongst juvenile offenders. They feel,
however, that they have a bad effect, and they
are in complets agreement with any measures
which would ha taken ta have them banned.

In talking ta somne of my friende about this
matter, they say: "Yes, ban Vhem, they do not;
do any good". But I, as Minister of Justice,
cannot lightly considen introducing amend-
mente ta the criminal code on the ground
that a certain thing does flot do any good and
may do Borne harm. That would flot be a
rasponsible course to follow.

Mr. SMITH (Calgary West): Do not ban
my blood spittera; I love them.

Mr. ILSLEY: On the other hand, I have
some other letters here which I have not
had time ta go aver. It muet be said that
very strong resolutions have came in on
the other side. I have just neceived one dated
June 7, 1948, from. the parents-teachers' associ-
ation of Victoria, British Columbia, 'which
necites the evils of crime comics and certain
other publications dealing with crime, sex, and
so forth, and which ends with this:

Therefore be it nesolved that we approach
the civic, provincial and national authorities
of Canada to do ail in thein pewer ta enfonce
legialation ta Ètap the publication and distribu-
tion of such publications.

The conclusion I camne ta, ini the division
of expert opinion and because of the great
difflculty of drafting legislation that would flot
be open ta serious objections, is that we
should not try ta deal with this matter this
session. I would flot feel like sponsoring any


