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tenders and having reeeived that number, we
should be in duty bound to accept the lowest
tender if it is deemed that the district is
entitled to rural mail service.

I would cail the attention of the Postmaster
General to the situation s it affects one con-
tract at the present time, and so that I may
not be indefiiite, I wouid direct bis attention
te the correspondence in connection with the
proposed rural route in the Armdaie district
tbrough to Headi of St. Margaret's Bay. It
was estimated by the post office officiais them-
selves in the district concerned that the service
could flot be carried on under a stated amount,,
and when the tenders were received. the post
office officiais at this end considered that the
figure was excessive. In my opinion-and I
direct these remarks particularly, to the Post-
master General-in that partîcular case con-
sideration shouid be given to the number of
boxholdiers who have to be served as well as
to the distance involved.

On general principles, I arn in accord with
the resollution, as I believe ail members are,
because it brings up the price so as to meet
present-day need8. For that reason, I propose
te support it.

Mr. HENDERSON: May I point out to
the last speaker, the member for Halifax (Mr.
Isnor), that I arn the member for Lambton-
Kent.

Mr. ISNOR: I beg the hion. member's
pardon. It ws the hion, gentleman who-spoke
earlier in the afternoon to whom I referred.

Mr. HENDERSON: Like the hion. member,
ini any efforts I have made in connection with
rural routes I have received splendid coopera-
tion frorn the departmnent. Among the rural
mail carriers in my constitueney there was
one man who lost bis farrn and who was
getting on in years and had to have something
to do, and there was not much else to whicb
hie could turn hie attention. The route was
open for tender and bie tendered less than the
amount for wbich the work could be done.
He did se simply te get the job and, after hie
had taken it, hie was one of those who received
the bonus, which brought hie centraet up to
$40 a mile, se that hie was very weil satisfied.

Mail routes are a great blessing te the
fermer. The farmers ail take the daily papers
now, and £rom now on they wiil be very
muai interested i the markets, which are
subjeet te change without notice. Moreover,
there is material on the feeding cf hogs, cattle
and se on and the daily paper is cf intereat
te the farmer's wife as weil. It is certainly
a great 'boon and bas a tendency to keep the
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farmer on the farm. He is isolated, and while
it is true that hie baîs the radio and the rural
telephone, there are other avenues of informa-
tion oen ini the daily paper. For instance,
there is the serial that appears in the Daily
Mail, and if the farmer's wife dees net get hier
daily instalment of the story she is put eut
and in hard te live with.

Mr. BROWN: What about the Advertiser
Topic?

Mr. HENDERSON: That also hs an excel-
lent paper, but it hs a weekly publication. It
te nex.t te Eaton's catalogue up there; it is
practically the family bible. I arn in great
accord with the resohition. I believe there
are many injustices but I do net sec bow
you can get away from the tender system.

Mr. ISNOR: I wish te apologize te the
member for Lainbton-Kent. The hion. gentle-
man te whom I wished te refer was, as hion.
members no doubt know, the member for
Middlesex Fast.

Mr. FUJLTON: I have two criticisms and
one suggestion te, offer in connection, with the
resolution. The first criticism follows that
made hy the hion. member for Vancouver
North, who pointed eut that in British
Columbia we have the highest average num-
ber of boxes per route in Canada. I had
occasion recently te ask for the extension of
a certain route, and I received a reply from
the deputy postmaster general te the effeat
that the extension could not be authorized
because there were on-ly ten families in five
miles, which would be only two boxes per
mile.

I have been through the figures fer ene of
the Ontario ridings and I find the fol-lowing
cases: 14 miles with 12 boxes, or less than one
te the mile; 79 miles with only 84 boxes;
20-5 miles with 25 boxes; 18 miles with 23
boxes; 32 miles with 31 boxes; 14 miles with
14 boxes.

Perhaps it may be suggested that this is
because those responsible in our district are
net as active in serving our interests as they
are in ether parts of Canada, but 1 feel that
the reason is tbat we live a good deal farther
from Ottawa than the people in central
Canada and we cannot bring our case forward
with the force of those next door te the
scene of operations. That situation should
be looked into and the cases in British Colum-
bia adjusted and put on a favourable basis ini
comparison witb other parts of Canada.

I arn net sure that in any part of the
country one should lay down a bard and
fast number of boxes per mile before a route


