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The Budget—Mr. Sinclair (Wellington)

COMMONS

was in January, when our cows were all
housed in expensive buildings, each of which
cost the farmer from $5,000 to $6,000. They
do not need buildings in New Zealand in
order to shelter their cows except in rainy
weather, and when it is raining the farmers
cannot comstruct buildings anyway.

How can the minister argue that the im-
portation of such a large amount of butter
into this country since the passing of this
act has not hurt the dairy industry? Since
this act went into force we have received
under it, mostly from New Zealand, more
than 30,000,000 pounds of butter valued at
almost $11,000,000. This enters Canada under
a duty of one cent per pound, while New
Zealand charges us six cents per pound. Will
the minister say this is fair competition?

What have the dairymen done about it?
On November 29 last a deputation from the
National Dairy Council of Canada waited
on the government asking for some protec-
tion for the dairy industry, but they received
no encouragement; at their annual meetings
in 1927 and 1928 they condemned the treaty
and pleaded with the government for some
adequate protection for the industry. The
farmers’ association of Nova Scotia, at their
annual meeting this year, condemmed this
treaty and Dr. Cumming, head of the market-
ing division of that province, declared that
New Zealand butter was setting the price for
Nova Scotia butter. Is this fair competition?
Mr. Calder, president and general manager
of the Saskatchewan Co-operative Creameries,
declares that in three years Canada has ceased
to export 25,000,000 pounds of butter annually
and has imported an equal amount, and the
figures given out by the Bureau of Statistics
prove this to be so. I regret, therefore, that
in this budget the government has made no
provision for the protection and safeguarding
of this great industry.

I should like to comment on the immi-
gration policy of this government. I find
the following figures prepared by the statis-
tical branch of the government with refer-
ence to immigration during the year 1928:

Canadians entering United States. 73,154
Canadians returning from United

bl N S NGRS v e 39,887
Livss of Canadians to United States 33,267
Immigrants from United States,

other than Canadians.. .. .. .. 25,007
Net loss to Canada.. 8,260
Immigrants from United Kingdom 50,872
Immigrants from continental Europe 75,718

Deducting the figure 33,267, which repre-
sents the loss of Canadians to the United
States, from the figure 50,872, the immigra-
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tion from the United Kingdom, leaves a net
addition of 17,605 of British stock. During
the same year, 75,718 aliens were received
from continental Europe, which added to the
25,007 from the United States gives a total
of 100,725 aliens added to the population of
Canada, as compared with 17,605 of British
stock. That is, during last year we added
about six aliens to our population for every
one of British stock, and we paid out $2,704 -
698 to do that. Surely our continental im-
migrants are costing us too much good Cana-
dian money. This government was so pleased
with the year’s business that they raised the
salary of the deputy minister from $8,000 to
$9,000. I would ask any manufacturer in
the house if he would increase his manager’s
salary, or even retain his services, upon such
a showing.

I wish to say a few words with regard
to agricultural implements. I find that the
farmers of this country paid the United
States the huge sum of $40,000,000 for agri-
cultural implements purchased during 1928.
Every bolt and nut on these machines could
have and should have been made in Can-
ada. The purchase of farm tractors alone
amounted to $21,000,000. If the government
were working in the interests of the Canadian
farmer it would see that tractors were sold
to our farmers as cheaply as they are sold to
the farmers to the south of us.. If the gov-
ernment would adopt the policy of Canada
for the Canadians and have the goods con-
sumed by our people manufactured in this
country from our own raw materials, thus
giving employment to our own boys and girls,
many of the problems of the Minister of
Immigration (Mr. Forke) would be solved.
Our boys and girls would be glad to come
back from the United States to the country
they all love so dearly. Ramsay MacDonald,
a former Prime Minister of Great Britain,
addressing a meeting in that country shortly
after his return from Canada last year, said:

After more than twenty years’ absence from
Canada, I hardly recognized places I had
vigsited before. Tt was an absolute revelation
and a good revelation to me. If you go to
the United States and try to find the soul of
the country, you will find it to be largely
materialistic. I have been trying to get in
touch with whatever is the soul of Canada, and
it is certainly not materialistic.

There is a vitality of expansion, a youthful-
ness, and a hopefulness in Canada. Her weak-
ness is that she has not got sufficient magnetic
power to keep her people, both Canadian-born
and British immigrants within her own borders.
The great magnet that is always pulling them
is the United States, and it is of the most
vital interest to Canada to devise some means
whereby slie can accumulate sufficient magnetic
power to hold her population within her
domains.



