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Mr. FINN: What about the Crowsnest
pass agreement?

Mr. EVANS: We are already hauling the
coal of Nova Scotia into Ontario under a
suhsidy, and now the grain trade is to be
saddled with a subsidy to haul our wheat to
Halifax. We are overburdening an already
overburdened industry when we are placing
any extra cost of this kind that is flot needed
on the grain trade of western Canada.

Mr. CAMPBELL: Following up the ques-
tion asked by the hon. member for Battie
River (Mr. Spencer), I should like to know
how it is that the rail rate to Queibec is just
about 'the samne as the rail rate to Halifax.
Why can we not get. our grain to Halifax at
the samne mile-age rate or something reasonably
near it? Perhaps the Minister of Railways and
Canais ýcan explain that.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is one of the things
that I have been trying to, find out for some
weeks.

Mr. CAMPB'ELL: Not years?

Item agreed to.

Prince Rupert elevator, towards construction of,
$500,000.

Sir HE.NRY DRAYTO'N: What is the cost
of this elevator?

Mr. L0W: The contract h-as not been
awarded for the superstructure and we do not
know what the exact cost will be. The con-
tract ha.s been awarded for the foundation and
excavation at $222,000. Tenders have beeci
rilled for the superstructure and they are due
a week Irocn to-day, the llth May.

Sir HENIRY DRAYTON: Surely the min-
ister can give us an estimate of the cost.

Mr. L0W: -It is the practice of the depart-
ment not te, mnake public the estimate until
alter the contract has been awarded.

Sir HENRY DRAYTON: Can we look with
any assurance upon the estimate here? I do
flot know whether it is the practice to mislead
in these estimiates or not. I do not suppose
it is. We have here an estimate for 3500,0-00.
Is that the whole amount?

Mr. 10W: No, there will be a further
amount in the supplementary estimates. We
neyer like to place in the main estimates,
when the contract has not been awarded, any-
thing more than we think will be necessary. As
a mile we usually place a emaller amount.

Sir HENRY DRAYTON: I would think the
eommittee had a right to get some idea, of the
expendiiture we are being cormnitted to. The

minister does not state what the expenditure
is. The committee has a right to know the
estimated cost of this work before it comn-
mences. Wbat is the estimated cost?

Mr. 10W: I have given the hion. mem]ber
my reason for withhoJding that until the con-
tract has been awarded. The tenders will be
opened a week from to-day. [I have no ob-
jection to allowing the item to stand over,
if my hion. friend so, desires, and the tenders
will have been opened when the estimaes
comes up again.

Item stands.

Commercial Intelligence service (including the salaries,
travelling expenses, contingencies, and other expenditure
of trade commissioners, assistant trade commissioners,
junior trade commissioners and commercial agents;
the travelling expenses of officiaIs at Ottawa; the
salaries of the temporary clerks at Ottawa; and mis-
cellaneous expenses in connection with the development
and extension of Canadian trade), $341,750.

Mr. STEVENS: Will the minister, under
this item which is a very important one deal-
inýg with the whole question of commercial
intelligence, be good enough to give to the
committee the usual report or explanation
of the items dealing with the general con-
dition of trade, the progress being made ici
the expansion of Canadian trade through the
agency of commissioners, and so on? I
should like the minister particularly to give
us some definite information regarding any
progress made in the Fijian trade as well as
expansion in our trade with Mexico. The
minister will recaîl that -an officer of the de-
partmnent, Mr. Waild, now resident in Mexico
city as an officer of the Customs departrnent,
made in the autumn of 1921 a very careful
investigation of trade conditions between
Canada and Mexico. An excellent report was
filed with the departmnent and hopes were
entertained of taking advantage of the good
feeling existing in Mexico towards Canada
in trade relations. I have for some years
been hopeful that this trade would expand.
Then there is the very interesting trip that
was undertaken by mny hion. friend opposite
(Mr. Logan) to, the West Iadies, the govern-
ment having had a laudable ambition to
e«tend our trade in that part of the world.
These are somne specifie items. There was
also an opening for the expansion of trade
to South American points, *to the west coast
as well as to other sections of that -continent.
I arn sure it would be most interesting and
informative to the House if the minister
would give some idea of the results accruing
during the Iast year fromn the services of the
commercial intelligence branch.


