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ent grades of office. The highest grade is
that of a Deputy Minister, and the next
is that of chief clerk. The latter com-
mences with a minimum salary of $1,800,
and the maximum i3 $2,400. This gentle-
man was made a chief clerk, 1 presume.
Is that correct ?

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND DE.
FENCE. He was.

Mr. WALLACE. This officer was given
the maximum salary of a chief clerk the
first day he stepped into his office. I do
not think there is an example of a similar
proceeding in any department of the Gov-
ernment since the new Administration came
into office, and 1 am quite sure there was
not such a case under the late Govern-
ment. He got the most-favoured treatment
An hon. member has read the list of sala-
ries of accountants of the different depart-
ments. The other Ministers have recog-
nized that when a new accountant came
in he was doing pretty well if he was
promoted to the position eof chief clerk and
commenced with the minimum salary of
that position. But this gentleman was a
relative of the Minister. He tells us he
was a brother of the member of Parlia.
ment for Halifax ; but I do not think the
mentber for Halifax appointed him or re-
commended him. It is not usual for mem-
bers on this side of the House to be called
upon to make recommendations; it was
not the practice under the old Government,
and is vot under the new Governmernt. The
outrageous proceeding, in my opinion, con-
sisted in tthis, that this officer is a relative
of the Minister and was given treatment
not accorded to any other gentleman, that
when he was taken into the service because
he was a relative, aud from the start he re-
ceived the maximum salary of a chief clerk.
The Minister made seme insinuations about
Mr. O'Meara, and said he could tell some-
thing if he only wanted to do so. I con-
tend. however, that now is the time and
here is the place to give the committee in-
formation, and it is entitled to receive all
information. If Mr. O’Meara has been in-
competent, we are entitled to know it. We
have the evidence of his chief for many
years. the late Minister of Militia, who testi-
fies from his experience that in the great-
est emergency which has tested the capacity
of the department, in 1885, Mr. O’Meara
proved a most capable and efiicient officer.
That was the opinion I had formed from a
general knowledge of Mr. O’Meara’s capa-
city, capability apd honour. If there is any-
thing to be said derogatory to him, we
should kpnow it. He received a superan-
nuation allowance of $1,680 a year. He re-
ceived $2,400 for performing the duties of
his position, and the performance of those
duties now costs the country $4,080; $2,-
400 to this gentleman with the fortunate
name of Borden, and $1,680 to Mr. G’Meara,
whose days of usefulness have not passed

away. But he was superannuated, I under-
stand from the Minister, because he was
getting old ; or was ‘it because he was in-
efficient ?

Mr. QUINN. It was because he could not
change his name.

Mr. WALLACE. No Irish need apply.
1 do not think, however, it was for that
reason ; but we are emntitled to know whe-
ther it was on account of his age or his
inability to adapt himself to the new system
of book-keeping which the Minister was in-
augurating. «

Mr. BERGERON. For the sake of eco-
nomy.

Mr. WALLACE. 1 think we are certain-
ly entitled to a full statement of what 'ghe
Minister has insinuated he could say with
respect to this matter, something that will
satisfy the committee, for we want to be
satisfied. We desire that the Minister shall
tell us what he has not told us yet and
furnish some justification for the superan-
nuation of Mr. O’Meara at $1,680 a year and
the appointment of the Minister’s relative at
$2,400 a year, without examination, with-
out complying with the Civil Service Act,
in defiance of the law of the land and in
defiance of fair-play to other officials in
the pubiie service. In this connection 1
might fairly ask the hon. member for North
Wellington (Mr. MeMullen), who is making
his bow across the House and who ap-
parently is ashamed of ‘this oconduct, 1:01'
he usually sits Lehind the Minister of Mili-
tia, and he has now got as far away from
him as he possibly could without coming
over on this side of the House ;1 would like
to ask the Minister—no the hon. member for
North Wellington——

Mr. FOSTER. He should have been a
Minister.

Mr. WALLACE. If the hon. member for
North Wellington were Minister of Militia
and Defence— ,

Mr. BERGERON. Borden would not have
been there.

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. Borden would not
have been there with $2,400 a year to com-
mence with, in defiance of all law, and Mr.
O’Meara would not have been super-
annuated at $1,600 a year when he was in
good health and capable of efficiently dis-
charging his duty. I once had a little faith
in the hon. member for North Weliington ;
more than I have lately. This world is full
of surprises and indeed I would not be sur-
prised to bhear that hon. gentleman (Mr. Mc-
Mullen) get up and say that this was
the finest transaction that he ever knew of
in his life.

Some hon. MEMBERS. ObL, oh.

Mr. WALLACE. Ob, yes. I would not be
surprised to hear him say that everytking in
conrnection with it is most economic.



