
COMMONS DEBATES. MAY 21,
(In the Committee.)

On section 1,
Mr. BLAKE. I would like the hon. gentleman to make

a brief statement with reference to the great American and
European Short Lino Railway Company's system. I ob.
serve, in looking at the papers whieb have been brought
down, that the company's statement is, that considerably
the larger portion is already built-some 417 miles. I also
observe, on looking at the map which the company bave
appded to their proposai, that the eigbty miles owned by
the Halifax Extension Company, from, New Glasgow te the
Strait of Canso, le among the parts which they expect to
acquire. I would like the bon. gentleman to state iu what
position that lino now stands, and whether he is aware with
whom the negotiations have taken place, and lu what
state the negotiations are which the company referred to as
baving made sch progress as to justify them with going on
with the links.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The Committea are aware
that, under the legislation which bas already taken place,
the Government of Canada agreed to hand over the branch
from Truro to Pictou for the purpose of securing the con-
struction of the line castward. The Government of Nova
Scotia, with an additional subsidy, secured the construction
of the line of railway to the Strait of Canso. Under the
existing legisilation, the whole of that property is, therefore,
the property of the Eastern Extension Company; but the
Government of Nova Scotia made a contract with that com-
pany, which bound the company-in case the Government,
by a certain time, pa d them their actual expenditure, irre-
spcctive of the subsidy which had been given to them-to
band over to the Government of Nova Scotia the whole pro-
perty. The arbitration provided for in that contract
between the company and the Government of Nova Seotia
is now taking place. It is expected that in a few days that
road from Truro to the Strait of Canso will be in the pos-
session of the Government of Nova Scotia, and the Govern-
ment of Nova Scotia are anxious to utilize that for the
purpose of securing the extension of the railway system to
Sydney or Louisburg, in Cape Breton. 1 understand that
negotiations are pending between the company and the
Government of Nova Scotia for the acquisition of that line,
upon terms that would secure, in connection with the sub-
sidy provided for in this Bill, the prompt execution and
completion of the line to Sydney or Louisburg. That is the
position. The charter of the Great American and European
Short Line Rai!way provides for running powers over that
portion from New Glasgow to the Strait of Canso, indepen-
dent of its acquisition in another way.

Mr. BLAKE. The Pictou and Truro branch cost ab>ut
$2,300,000 irrespeztive of rolling stock, and the Halifax Ex-
tension subsidy from the Nova Scotia Government amounts
to $600,000; so that the Eastern Extension Company have
received generally in money and coet $2,900,000. Do these
negotiations on the Great American and European and
Short Line Railway embrace the surrender of the Pictou
branch as well as the eighty miles, or simply the eighty
miles ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I think it covers the whole.
Mr. BLAKE. The idea is, that thus, by the machinery

through the acquisition by the Nova Scotia of the Pictou
and Truro branch and the eighty miles, we will be able
to accomplish that for which we formerly agreed to give up
the Truro branch, a lino through the Island. With refer-
ence to the last subsidy, that for a railway from Graven-
hurst to Callander, there l pot in the papers brought down
a single scrap with reference to the application, or claims,
or position of the Northern and North-Western Company,
except a letter from the hon. member for North Simcoe,
written some time last year, which indicates that a mmeo.
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randum was sent down by the hands of Mr. Brown. That
is not down, nor any other paper in that connection, al-
though the engineer's report states that the other company
made application for a subsidy of $12,000 per mile.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. That must be an oversigbt.
I ordered all the principal papers to be copied and sent
down.

Mr. BLAKE. I can only repeat that unless practical,
real independence and equality of right over the link be
given to the two systems e railways, the intereats of Toronto
and the West will not ho served as effectually as they ought,
even with the subsidy of $6,000 per mile, and still les with
a subsidy of $12,000 a mile, wbich embraces so large a pro-
portion of the wbole cost. What the hon. gentleman is
doing under bis scheme is to give $12,000 a mile for the
construction of the link. If he puts that in the practical
control either of the Midland or Northern and North-
Western system, he will not secure the practical competi-
tion of these two roads.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. What would you suggest?
Mr. BLAKE. I have already given my suggestion. By

combining with the Local Government, which bas already
offered a subsidy, the road might be built by the Govern-
ment itself and made a neutral link.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The only ground on which
we would be warranted applying to Parliament for tho
additional subsidy would be the necessity for providing a
thoroughly independent line of communication. I see the
force ot the observation the hon, gentleman has made, and
I can only say they will receive the fallest consideration.
The Government at this moment are not committed to any
person-we are entirely free, and our object is to carry out
exactly what the hon. gentleman himself aims at, and to do
it in the best possible manner.

Mr. BLAKE. The Local Government, when it imple-
mened, to a certain extent, this provision for railway aid
some years ago, made a provision which it seems to me
would be a useful one to be inserted in this Bill, and that
was, that inasmuch as these local aids were largely based
upon the same theory as the hon. gentleman's is, namely, to
supply steel rails for roads, but steel rails supplied in this way
were not to bo taken off except for the purpose of replacing
them, as when improvements were being made. We know
there have been dismantled roads, and inasmuch as we put
the rails on we ought to take care they are left there, or
replaced as soon as they are taken off. On the third readnng
of this Bill I will move an amendment in this sense.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I cannot accept that sugges-
tion at the present moment. However, if t e bon. gentle-
man will let me have this memorandum it can be dealt with
in another place if found practicable. I am afraid it will
militate against the success of the aid that is boing offered.

Mr. VAIL. I think one alteration should be made in the
provision saying that the road should be commenced within
a certain time and completed within a certain time. Four
years is a long time, and three years may elapse before any
of these works are commenced. We know that railway
contractors are very likely to put work of that kind of, and
they may put it off for three years so that they may coin-
plete the whole thing in four years, and that may prevent
another company taking hold of the work.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I see no objection to accept-
ing that suggestion. Of course, the short lines could be
completed, but the important lines could not be completed
in four years unless they were commenced in two, and for
that reason I did not fix the date of commencing. I have
no objection to an amendment like this: "shall be com-
menced within two years from tho lt of July next, and
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