
already developed the mechanisms Of seif-regulation, and the absolutist state. Ail theachievements of the system of rule of law, L.e. its elements that have been integrated in theconstitutions of Central and South Eastern European states, were the resuit of a long-standingprocess of breaking the absolutist formns of governiance. In that process political representatives ofthe civic society, that had developed both economically and culturally meanwhile, played a keyrole. As the advocates of different interest groups they were the source of powerful, sometimeseven forcible pressure, and played the creative role of constructive imagination.

The case of post-comniunist states, particularly in the region of South Eastern Europe, was quitethe opposite. They developed a traditional relationship between a weak society and a strong state,i.e. authoritarian regime. Accordingly, these countries not only failed to embrace the principle ofrule of law as a basic constitutional tenet in the long period of their statehood, but could notensure its solid and irreversible inlplementation when they eventually did $0. Once themomentous of political and constitutional changes did take place in these states, allowing theprinciple of rule of law to be firmly woven into the positive constitutional. system, the questionsurfaced if it could be implemented in the societies struggling with insufficient functionaldifferentiation, weak legal traditions and modest economic growth.

From this point, however, it is impossible to define, either ini principle or polîtically, the historicsequence of events and the duration of a period that gave rise to soci2l ennrfiti<'nn xîz 4


