
the oil producing areas of the Niger Delta I would have since become a revolutionary." Sorneone
else agreed with Passe but noted that, 'Ihe objective conditions in our individual communities
necessitate our becoming revolutionaries."

On getting home to, Cameroon, one of the delegates wrote, to say that, "After the meeting, I can
renew my engagement (that of my organisation) to resist oü activities based on human '
exploitation, destruction of the forest and enviranment, non-respect of human rights and dignity.
We must win. the battle."

THE LAMTUL STEFLING OF CIM SOCEETY

The Nigenan state has been piloted cither by the men vath the "âstest gun" or those who make
the highest bid (apologies to Professor Wole Soyinka) at what *in popular euphernism am known
as elections. Because the helmsmen are not popularly chosen theý have no real commitment to
meet tbe aspiration of the civil socSty. Years of military rule have deadened the sensitivity of the
people to the power that hes vatlun ther gmsp. Consequendy, power has continued to be issued
fi-orn the barzwks either direcdy or remotely. The political arena has become a market place

Our senes of trumitional governinents have now turned many of our communities into
transitional societies. The transitional governments are endlessly in search for foreign exchange
for the repayment of old and not-so-old debts. The oil TNCs offer thern the "ehcapest" means of
obtainin the needed foreign exchange. In this scenario, civil society is mm as an obstacle that
must either be ignored or climinated. The pampering of theu TNCs bas led. to the permission of
harmu environmentRi pracfices and the erection of permissive., anti-people environmental laws.
The total effect bas been the impoverishment of the people, the ernasculation of civilsociety
and die destruction of the environment Seing diat the political class is set to snuff the life out Of
the people., groups have qxuuted in greu profimm to speak up on one fiont or the other. This
awakening of civil society nSds dm SSumgenx= of everyone particulariy in de area of
alfianS buý to Urnuakptimiu resourceg to meet the powerffil w6-people forces at wSk
the field. Wh= civil society is able to, forge creMle alliancS on issues dwy Win be in a
position to determine wbu gets priority attention in national discourse and thereon to the
political ara&

AN MOCUOUS WAR

The 1966-70 Biafix/Nigena civil war provided. a good cover not only for the military to fi= its
grip on the political seats, it also, presented the envumment for the enactinent of hm whichin
real ternis meant a decluatiS of perpetual war on civil society. The effect of the unitary
formation of the Nqwm Suft a only naw being loudly pnxounced tiroqdà conflict and mwh
bloodshe&

One of such laws is Mm Potroicum Act of 1969. Cap 350, UN, 1990), which some haw
cmpared to laws enacted by the apartheid regune of South Afim in dx« days of infamy. For all
practical purpous, doum çpro xiaied or confiscated the où and gas rexnrces of the fraW ý.
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