
Canadian media. Much of the discussion revolved around a perceived vicious circle plaguing

regional media coverage: Without sufficient popular interest in the Americas there will be no

expansion of coverage, but without in-depth news coverage, popular interest i the Americas will

not dcvclop.

Some participants suggested that flic media carrnes the rcsponsibility of mnforming the public and

stimulating debate on a broad range of issues, and that this is a critical role in ail dcmocratic

societies. It was gencrally feit that increased coverage of the Aniericas required leadership on the

part of news media 'gate-keepers' (i.e. editors and producers); leadership that would take the

form of decisions to assign journalists to cover thc region. Many also stressed flic need for

comniitmcnt on thic part of news outlets, for example, by opening a bureau or startîng a section in

the ncwspapcr dcvoted to Latin Ameica. Until there is a comniitmcnt to Latin Anicrica,

coverage will continue to be inconsistent, and intercst in the region among the general public will

Iikely remain minimal.

At thc sainie time, however, in order for editors to make flic decision to commit funds and human

resources to Latin America, Canadians need to demonstrate a clean appetite for Latin American

news by engaging with specific ncws outlets and dcmanding cxpanded coverage. It was strcssed

during flic meeting that ncws editors do listai to publie pressure, and thc best way to promote

coverage is to manifest a genuine desire for it. If an appetite for news is demonstrated and editors

believe increased coverage will bring new readers, dcepcned coverage can be expected.

Another stratcgy to increase regional coverage could involve training and awarcncss building

programs on regional issues for joumnalists. Possible options include programs to immerse

journalists i flic region, as wcll as institutional linkages bctween Canadian and Latin Anienican

iicws ageucies. If joumnalists have accas to, and understanding of~, regional ncws, they may

pressure their editors to cxpand coverage. Those with an interest in flic Amencas wcrc

cncouraged to est&blish depndtics with individual reporters covering forcign afar. Givcn

flic influence that well-establishcd journalists ofien have with their editors in pitching stories,

groups may inresech llkclihood of cxpandcd coverage by providing background information

and contacts directly k> journalists.

Pethaps thUic tstcaleg facing those who dcmand an inraein regloiial coverage is to

prove to Canadians that tiie counitries of Latin Axnenican and flic Caribba are ncwsworthy.

Partcipntswer lagel inagremet that Canadians have a limitcd aptte for forcli news,

and thus Latin Amnerica and the Caribba must compete with othcr parts of the world for

attntin fom he enealpu~blic. Canadians, and news media 'gatekeepers' in particular, will

have to b. convinced of the importance of regional issues for Cnd eoeacag nattd

ocr.This rsoiblity fails on flic shoudrs of ail public ognztons wrig on


