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1 would like to thank the Verification Technology Information Centre, VERTIC, for
sponsoring my attendanoe at this workshop. The statement that 1 submit for your
consideration does flot necessarily reflect the views of VERTIC as it is the product of
research and analysis undertaken by the British Amenican Security Informnation Council,
BASIC, an independent research organisation which analyses international security
issues. The recomrnendations 1 wiII outline are the resuit: of ongoing research by
BASIC's 1Project on Light Weapons which is designed to evaluate the role of Iight
weapons' and small arms in international, regional and national security.

BACKGROUND
The prernise of BAS IC's recommendations is that the proliferation of light-weapons,
bath in conflicts and civil socsety, is a pervasive and continuing- problem. Firearms
control is an integral part of international arms contrai. The. internationalisation of the
gun trade enables gun control measures in onle country to affect the levels of
gun-related crime and violence in other countries. For example, the United States
government's laissez faire approach to the gun trade bath within and beyond U.S.
borders has led to the influx of thousands of cheap Brazilian handguns and Chinese
assault rifles and the export of U.S. firearms to drug trafflokers in regions of conflict.

Just as the absence of domestic controis undermine international restraint efforts, the
presence of domestic controls may increase the Iikelihood of successfül international
restraint efforts. It will be difficuit, if not impossible, to contrai the illicit international
market in light weapons without also monitoring and controlling domestic access to
weapons.


