A Dialogue on Foreign Policy

Rwanda, the Commission was initiated by Canada to examine international responsibil-
ities in situations of imminent humanitarian catastrophe. Its report, The Responsibility
to Protect, offers principles to guide a timely response by the international community
when people are being inadequately protected by their own governments. While
intervention may be required as a last resort, the responsibility to protect also entails
responsibilities to prevent conflict and to rebuild conflict-torn societies. Since local
conflicts often end up destabilizing regional and global systems, these principles of

protection are an important part of broader security concerns.

Questions for discussion
4. In promoting the security of Canadians, where should our priorities lie?
Should Canada give a higher priority to military combat operations? To sectors
such as intelligence gathering and analysis? Or should we focus on broader
security measures, such as combartting environmental degradation and the
spread of infectious disease? What should be our distinctive role in promoting

global security?

5. How does the military best serve Canada’s foreign policy objectives: through
national and continental defence; combat missions in support of international

coalitions; peacekeeping; all of the above?

6. Should Canada do more to address conditions giving rise to conflict and

insecurity beyond our borders? If so, where?

Prosperity

Promoting the prosperity of Canadians and of the global community is an integral
part of Canada’s foreign policy. Our country’s economic prosperity is tied to a world
economy undergoing unprecedented growth and market integration. Developing
within the framework of international trade bodies such as the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and its successor, the World Trade Organization (WTO),
our economy today is among the world’s richest and most open, with a high propor-
tion of our prosperity dependent on international trade and foreign investment.
Canada has derived broad advantages from the NAFTA and other free trade agreements.
In April 2001, the Quebec City Summit of the Americas supported growing economic
linkages across the Americas, while recognizing democratic freedoms, human rights, and

environmental and labour standards as integral to the hemisphere’s development.




