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The Prime Minister

By way of recapitulétion, it will be recalled
that when Mr. W. Sanford Evans in 1901 advanced the
suggestion of a distiact departmeht of "Imperial and~Fore;gn",
or "External", Affairs, he suggested, though with some
reserve, that this portfolio "migiit be held conjointly with
another. Lord Salisbury comb?ned the Premilership with the
Secretaryship énd Foreign Aff-irs; a2nd Colonial Premiers
mizht be the most suitable Minicsters of I[mperial and foreign

affairs."l

A later British example was Mr.Ramsay lMacdonald.
The Australian example of combining the 'two offices has
alresdy been mentioned. Earl Grey had a simllar concept.

Sir Wilfrid iaurier, as has been saild, necessarily
took an active part in all matters connected with Canada's
'imperial or foreign relations,‘especially as he was in daily
assocliation with the Governor Generzl on such matters, and
attended the Colonial, Imperizli and otier conferences, His
direct concern for external affrirs was closer than that of
1& Secretzary of State, Mr. furphy.

In first dfafting the nutline of the proposed new

Department, Pops nad placcd the nresiding authority in the

pde

First Minister. Laurier had =truck this ocut, "in his own hand"

and substituted “Secretary nf State". In the next dralt,
Pope‘obediently stated that all external correspondence should
first be sent to the Secretary of State; but Laurier agailn
amended this, and while not seeklng to take the portfolio;

inserted tnat 2ll external affairs co-respondence should first

Nt

be referred tc ths Prime Minister, as we’l as to the Secretary




