
spectrum of militarisation in society, which might, for
example, include militias in the United States or Hindu
extremist groups in India.
Finally, it is necessary to see the child soldier problem as
dynamic and in constant flux, which partially explains
why it is difficuit to give exact numbers for child
soldiers.

Mr. Mungoven stated that, although attention is increasingly
paid to child soldiers, ini research as well as ini progranimatic
interventions, major problems and ambiguities remain in
international law. In addition to the somewhat slow progress
towards an Optional Protocol, there have been other
important developments in international law in this area:

ensured that it will be able to sign the Optional Protocol,
without having ratified the CRC.

Mr. Mungoven stated that, in his opinion, it was
clear from the final stages of negotiation that there would be
no political will to reopen debate on the Optional Protocol,
despite the strong support of many goveruments for a
straightforward ban on recruitment under the age of 18
years. This prevented the use of other negotiating channels,
as had been the case with respect to international legisiation
on landmines. The goal now is to secure universal
ratification of the Optional Protocol with a clear majority of
states 'locking in' at 18 years for all forms ofniitary
recruitment. Work will also be necessary on national
legislation and with the Committee on the Rights of the
Child to ensure strict interpretation of clauses such as 'all
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