
conditions do not guarantee that economic development will surge ini border regions.

Econom-ic development in the post-Cold War era may prove extremely elusive precisely

because of the new, more conipetitive environment that now exists. Thus many border

regions are likely to remain in the periphery, both geographically and economically.

What differentiates the chties or regions that will prosper in the new economy from

those that will stagnate or decay? No single factor provides the complete answer. Clearly,

location is important, as is having a diversified economic base, a well-trained work force,

links with research institutions, modem telecommunications and transport facilities, a

highquality of life, and "the institutional capacity to develop and implement future-

oriented development strategies" (Commission of the European Communities; 1992:22).

However, in the case of border regions, there is one more important factor: a well-

developed system of transborder cooperation. lIn this regard, the NAPTA could have a

decidedly positive effect. As Paul Ganster (1995) noted:


