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Dispute Settlement (Negotiating Group 13) 

"A. General Provisions  

1. 	Contracting parties recognize that the dispute 
settlement system of GATT serves to preserve the rights and 
obligations of contracting  parties • under the General 
Agreement and to clarify the existing provisions of the 
General Agreement. It is a central element in providing 
security and predictability to the multilateral trading 
system. 

2. Contracting parties agree that all solutions to matters 
formally radsed under the GATT dispute settlement.system 
under Articles XXII, XXIII and arbitration awards shall be 
consistent with the General Agreement and shall not nullify 
or impair benefits accruing to any contracting party under 
the General Agreement, nor impede the attainment of any 
objective of the General Agreement. 

3. Contracting  parties  agree that the existing rules and 
procedures of the GATT in the field of dispute settlement 
shall continue. It is further agreed that the improvements 
set out below, which aim to ensure prompt and effective 
resolution of disputes to the benefit of all contracting 
parties,  shall be applied on a trial basis from 1 JanuaTy 
1989 to the end of the Uruguay Round in respect of 
complaints brought during that period under Article XXII or 
XXIII; it is also agreed to keep the application of these 
improvements under review during the remainder of the Round 
and to decide on their adoption before the end of the Round; 
to continue negotiations with the aim of further improving 
and strengthening the GATT dispute settlement system taking 
into account the experience gained in the application of 
these improvements. 

4. All the points set out in this document shall be 
applied without prejudice to any provision on special and 
differential treatment for developing contracting parties in 
the existing instruments on dispute settlement including the 
CONTRACTING PARTIES' Decision of 5 April 1966.. 

B. 	Notification  

Mutually agreed solutions to matters formally raised 
under GATT Articles XXII and XXIII, as well as arbitration 
awards within GATT, must be notified to the Council where 
any contracting party may raise any point relating thereto. 


