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Paragraph 256

Women of the world, together with men, should, as informal educators and
socialization agents, play a special cole in the process of bringing up younger
generations in an atmosphere of compassion, tolerance, mutual concern and trust,

with an awareness that all people belong to the same world community. Such
education should be part of all formal and informal educational processes as well
as of communications, information and mass-media systems.

Paragraph 257

Further action should be taken at family and neighbourhood levels, as well as
at national and international levels, to achieve a peaceful social environment
compatible with human dignity. The questions of women and peace and the meaning of
peace for women cannot be separated from the broader questior of relationships
between women and men in all spheres of life and in the family. Discriminatory
practices and negative attitudes towards women should be eliminated and traditional
gender norms changed to enhance women's participation in peace.

Paragraph 258

Violence against women exists in various forms in everyday life in all
societies. Women are beaten, mutilated, burned, sexually abused and raped. Such
violence is a major obstacle to the achievement of peace and the other objectives
of the Decade and should be given special attention. Women victims of violence
should be given particular attention and comprehensive assistance. To this end,
legal measures should be formulated to prevent violence and to assist women
victims. National machinery should be established in order to deal with the
question of violence against women within the family and society. Preventive
policies should be elaborated, and institutionalized forms of assistance to women
victims provided.

C. Women and children under apartheid

Paragraph 259*

Women and children under apartheid and other racist minority régimes suffer
from direct inhumane practices such as massacres and_ detention, mass population
removal, separation from families and immobilization in reservations. They are
subjected to the detrimental implications of the labour migrant system pass laws
and of relegation to the homelands where they suffer disproportionately from
poverty, poor health and illiteracy. The Programme of Action of the World
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (1978) 14 provides an
overall framework for action. Its objective is to eradicate apartheid and to
enable black African people in South Africa to enjoy their full sovereign rights in
their country. Governments that have not already done so are urged to sign and
ratify the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime
of Apartheid of 30 November 1973. 15

* The United States voted against paragraph 259 because of its opposition
to'the references in the eighth and ninth subparagraphs to the imposition of
sanctions and aid to liberation movements.
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