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THE PUBLIC SCHOOL DOMESTIC, SCIENCE
DEPARIMENT

AS AN INFLUENCE FOR ENFORCING PURE FOOD LAWS AND
CIVIC CLEANLINESS.

BW MATIE PEARL CLARK

DEPARTMENT OF HOME ECONOMICS, OAKLAND FOLYCLINIC,

Social service is a tremendous force in
eur new education. More and more the
boys and girls of to-day are having im11-
pressed upon them their responaibility for
their neiglibors. They muet do their shar,
toward the health, comfort and happinea%
of those who are not only neiglibors, but
aise of the wliole community. As Mrs.
Ellen Il. Richards lias said, speaking be-
fore the recent United States National Edu-
ration Association Congres "Social îm
provement nieans ceaner streets, more
spection of mnarkets, dairies, factenies and
shopa; in short, more expense for coin-
uiunit'y living, but a simpler individuial
life. The cost of living must bc considered
a community problem."

One of the firat laws tauglit the girl of
<ur public schools la the law o! supply and
demand. Lt is the founidation of the coin-
inercial world. Comninrcialism quickly
gaw the opportunities in applying the fac-
tory systein to home industries. It was
iiot long before the housekeeper found lier-
self face te face witli the relative values
of factory made and home made articles.
.At first the articles were of goed quality,
but soon competition became keen, and
greed for gain made easy the temptatien
to take advantage of opportunities for
adulteration. Before she waa aware, the
housekeeper becaine the prey of unscrupui-
lous manufacturers who formned trusts, con-
trolled thie tariff, manipulated supply and
d.mand, aud increased the cost of living

So the girl finds hersel! in a world of
trusta that touch every phase o! lier daily
lie Dr. Leffinan lias aaid, " a trust la
a combiuation of persns ivho have obtained
.<>ntrol of meut of the means of produc.
tion and selling of a certain article, who
thn proceed, by reason of such c>ntrol, to
liupit the production, or make the coin-
iuxdty pay more for the. articles than
forxerly, and who di-vide the. increased pro-

fit among thz lva" lere, supply' And
demand are manipulated for sell6»h end%.

As a means of self prot.ection the girl is'
being taught the power of concerted, per-
sistent dexnand. Where there is a demnand,
thiere is always a supply ereated. And she
ia beginning te demnand pure foodi and
sanitary surroundings.

That indJividual efforts ounit, iii shown
in the work of one doiestige science tearih
er in Portland, Oregon. She was aalced la
do something to iixnprove, the, markets of
that city. -Through the Stteo llealth Of-
fice ail baek doors were openedl. Ship weîo
te the newspapilers; she aLsked the Womian 's
Club to go on a tour of inspection. Mi t 1hi-
was broughit about in thircei days4. On tht'

fourth day a meeting of householders wa'Lý
eallcd. The Ilealth Departinent gaive offi
cial sanction te the movemevnt. Markct
men were notified they musiit dean iii.
eapn list and a dirty Iist were to be md
and thiey inuait eomiply with oertain rg
lations in order te lie on the deani lii
She worked two mnonths, and the. city once
aroused, decided it wi a good tin'lg Io
have inspection made. A woman nowv h-i%
the. office and lias ipo%%er of arrest."

The work of Miss Jane Adaman, 14 weil
known. She asked to ho, appointed iiuspec-
tor in one6 of the warda, in Chicago whir-'
the death rate wushget She gave
special attention te garbage, and it was
not long before that ward had the lowes,,t
death rate in the city. One eould have no
botter example of the relation of filth tW
diseas., or the importance of efficient in-
spection which means enforeing the city
regulatiom%.

The Woman'a Clubs all over the land
have licou taking au active part in improv-
inig civie conditions, aud have brought
about inany radical refornm, especi.ally
wbere wvouen have been appointed inspec


