
THE WEEK. [NovimmBER l3th, 1884.

Bis, River and Harbour Bis, and dishonest dealings with the Banks or

with the Currency. It may guard both the Treasury and Commerce

against the Demagogue. In determining whether *the Civil Service Bill

shal lie lionestly and effectively administered, the President must have

great influence, and there is every reason to believe that with Mr. Cleve-

land as President that influence will lie exerted on the right side. Let

the new iPresident only put the thought of restriction behind him and lis

way is open to pure and lasting fame. The contest however lias been

dangerously close; even now mutterings of an intention to contest the

resuit are heard from the side of the vanquished, and it is easy to under-

stand the eagerness witli which commerce, represented by Mr. Vander-

bilt, Btrives to clinch the decision, and prevent the occurrence of another

national agony, such as was produced by tlie dispute between Tilden and

Hayes. Wlien the fury of the battie shall have subsided, and the dust

%hall have been laid, patriotic and sober-minded Americans will perliaps

begin to consider wliat must lie the effects on national character and poli-

tical security of a system which exposes the Republic to the perils of a

monarchy with a disputed succession, besides stirring up the worst passions

from their deptlis, bringing every issue to a dangerous liead, dividing
society, disturbing commerce, leading to a vast waste of money on demora-
lizing objects, and turning tlie minds of tlie people from tlie calm and

wliolesome discussion of public questions to a carnival of violence, calumny,
and corruption. ___

THE Presidential election has been watched in England witli an interest

inferior only to that whicil it lias excited in tlie United States and liardly

less practical in character. American Republicanism lias neyer been pro-

pagandist; in fact the Americans are rather disposed to rejoice in their

monopoly of the institutions which tliey tliink place them above ail tlie

old and beniglited nations. But everything which seems to betoken the

success or failure of the iDemocratic experiment tells on politics in Europe,
especially in England; and witli greatly incresed force since communica-

tion has become so mucli doser. Tliere can bie little douht that tlie spec-

tacle of this election witli ahl its evils, ail its perils, and ail its exposures

of the cliaracter of Democratic statesmen, will be a weiglit cast into the

scale of the Conservative Party in Eniand at a critical moment. Critical
in the highest degree the moment is; for it is evident tliat the struggle

about tlio Franchise Bill is becoming merged in a struggle for the reform

or abolition of tlie buse of Lords. Mr. Gladstone, we may be sure,
unfeignedly desires to avoid an issue from whici lie recoils, not less -on

social than on political grounds, as weil as from tlie weariness of contention

naturai to a man of seventy-four. His reluctance is more than sliared by
the Whig section of lis Cabinet. But the ambition of Mr. Cliamberlain

is now tlioroughhy kindled, and its highest prize is glittering in lis view.

H1e is completely accepted by the Radicals as thFir leader; their loud

acclamations everywhere greet lis name, and lie may well feel tliat lie lias a

great popular force behind him. Evidently lie is determined to force the

flghting on the grand and perilous issue. He does not even liesitate to

break through tlie most sacred traditions of Englisli public life by taking
up a position apart from the Cabinet of whicli lie is a member and in

almost avowed opposition to the majority of lis colleagues. Whether the

prince of wire-puilers wiIl aiso prove tlie forernost of statesmen, as lie is

certainly among tlie foremost of party speakers, and wlietlier lie wilI lie

able not only to grasp but hoid supreme power, will presently be seen. Jacob-
inism is a perilous game for a commercial millionaire witliahlothouse

flower in lis button-hole. But lie the issue of Mr. Chamberlain's personal

enterprise what it may, it seems liardly possible that tlie Huse of Lords
should come out of the battie witliout receivîng a wound whidli sooner or
later must prove mortal. The principle of liereditary government on

whicli it rests is too, liopelessly dead, its own record is too fatahly bad, its

uselessness, and worse than uselessness, even as a conservative institution,
is too. flagrantly apparent. Moreover its material foundation, tlie immense

rent roll of the landcd aristocracy, is now, owing to the depression of agri-

culture, rapidhy slipping away. Slow as thc mardli of English progress is,
numerous as are tlie sources against Democracy in a land of ancient wealtli

and flxed tradition, the days of the bouse of Lords are now numbcred.

The attempt to find for liereditary monarcliy and aristocracy a new basis
in demagogism, under the name of Tory Democracy, having failcd in thc

hands of Disraeli, who was its projector, is not likely to succeed in those
of Lord R8ndolph Churchill.

WHÂTEvER tlie effects of protection may lie in the case of a self-
oontained and self-sufficing continent like the United States, no man of

sense, unbiassed by special interest, can doulit that to sucli a country

as Canada it wo,4ld lie ruin. Wisdom enjoins us therefore to watdh the

movements of Protectionist iPropagandism, and to resist betimes tlie impO-
sition of a yoke whidli wlien once imposed and riveted by the force of'
vested interests, it is desperateiy difficult to shako off. Appalling pictures;

are drawn of the depression and distress prevailing in certain English,

industries, and we are bidden to beliold the fatal consequences of Free

Trade. In so vast an aggregation of manufactures of ail kiîids the fluctu--

ations of commerce are sure to lie specially fclt, and one trade or anotlier-

is sure always to lie depressed. Moreover England, having liad a monopolyi

of manufactures and commerce after the Napoleonic wars, is now losing it,,

and presents in some measure the aspect of dechine. But will any oneý

venture to say that the condition of tlie working classes in Enghand, or

that of tlie people generally, lias been worse since tlie adoption of Free Trade h

Wliocver does must lie strangely ignorant of the facts. .The state of

industry and trade in England when tlie Free Trade movement commcnced

was wretclicd: it was in trutli. quite as mucli English misery as Irish

famine tliat forced open the ports and repcaled the Corn Laws. There was

at the same time a large and chronic deficit in tlie revenue ; and tliis,

as Cobden's biograplier truly says, "lwas not merely the resuit of an absence

of fiscal skihl, but a sign, confirmed by the obstinate depression of trade

and the sufferings of the population, of an industrial and commercial stag-

nation. which could only lie deait witli by an economic revolution." The

growtli of wealth after the change was almost fabulons; the volume of com-

merce increased four-fohd ; prosperity advanced, as Mr. Gladstone said, by
leaps and bounds ; and the national finances shared the gencral imaprove-

ment. The repeai of tlie Navigation Laws, whicli was to ruin the mercan-

tile marine, was foilowed by a large increase of tonnage, while tlie

mercantile marine of tlie United States lias been protectýd out of existence.
That tlie lot of the American workman is better than that of the English

workman is far from certain, when prices as well as wages are taken into

consideration. Mr. Burt reports that it is not ; the correspondent of the

Pittsliurýqh Des patck, cited at length by Sir Lepel Griffin, reports that it is

not ; and Britishi artisans not a few, liaving tried America, have gonie liack

to England. The correspondent of thc Pittsburgh Despatchb says, that
Ilwliere one expects to find in England pauper labour by comparison witli

America, there is a condition of comfort in habitation, clothing, and food,

which cannot lie excehled in any American manufacturing locahity." Thc

Pittsburghi riots, and tlie Molly Maguire outrages in Penrs Ivania, are not

signs of liappiness and contentment; nor have they liad any parallel of

late years in England. But the comparison betwcen America and En-land

is not fair. In America the working classes have the immense advantages

of a ncw country. Let the wages and the general condition of the people

in England ho compa red witli tliose of the people iii France, or in any

other old country under the Protective system and tlie resuit will not lie

doubtful. Wc sliDuid have liad a sliarper experience liy this time ourselves
were it not tliat our artisans when thrown out of employnient by the
sliutting down of milis, can find a refuge in the United States.

WITH the general question of Municipal Governmcnt comes up the

special question of Exemptions in Toronto. No fair tithe to exemption

can lie pieaded on behaif of any propcrty te which services are rendered

by the Municipal Government. A church, a monastery, or a Government

office benefits by thc paving, watching, lighting, draining, and securities

against tire just as mudli as any other building, and its owners, hike those
of any other building, ouglit to pay for that whidh thcy receive. The

notion that religious buildings ouglit not to lie taxed is a survivai from
the days of Established Churdlies. It lias been truly said tliat, thougli thc

Churcli is a spiritual society, its foundations, hike those of man, who is a

spiritual being, are in the dust. She lias material interests and conccrns

which beiong to this worhd, are protected by this world's haws and must

pay this worhd's rates. Thc builders of sacred edifices do not charge lower

prices for the materials, nor does the mortgagtec charge a lower rate of

intcrest on lis mortgage. Tlie phea that, as every citizen lielongs to a

churdli, it cornes practicahhy to the same thîng wliether dhurci buildings
are taxed or not, in the first place requires qualification to rùake it truc:

to say nothing about the Agnostics, who have no dhurci at ail, the more

Ritualistic religions have larger and mor(- expensive dhurcIes, whihe no

denomination lias monasteries exccpt the Roman Catholic. Jn tic second

place, even if truc, tic argument woul hold just as good on the side of

taxation as on that of exemption, and tIc fiscal system milgît as weli b)e

made uniform. But whule everything, ouglit to lie taxed to whidi the

municipality renders service, and taxcd in proportion to the service ren-

dered, there can be no dlaim to tax anything to whidh service is flot
rendered. A national C-overnment liy its ariny and navy, its police and
its iaw courts, protccts propcrty of evcry description and wîerever

situatcd, as wchi as ahi personal rights and liberties; and wliatever it
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