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It is, as 1 liat reason to fear, the exhibit of thc Ontario Society
of Artist scarcely cornes up to the average of prcccding exhibitions.
There is flot by any mneans sufficient jucigmenit exerciseti iii exclucling
works of inferior mnrt. ht is thc vcriest nonsense for thc G!obc
reporter ta go into ecstacics over bis descriptions of the varions Wvorks
of arts ; though some very few bowecr arc passable, the great
majonity of the pictures bunig ought neyer ta have been placed on
exhibition, being merely mechanical andi got up for sale. A description
of the pictures would be out of place in the columnns of the SPECT'ATOR,,
but I will merely nmention the namnes of ane or txvo of the best.
"'Laurentian SpIendour," by J. A. Fraser; this picture is about the
best on exhibition, but the main fault is the main fault of almost ail
the pictures,-thc clautis arc particularly hiarsh ; there is nothib&g soft
or mnellow, iîo toing down about the wvork. On the other lianti,
O'Brieni's Il Sunirise on Cape Trinity " is too much toniet down ; in the
toning dawn of this picture there lias been fan too rnuch colour laid
on. H omcn Watson's "lWaning Suinmier " is the most expensive
picture on exhiibition $260 beiig the price asked. Fancy the Ontaria
Exhibition beside thc Royal Acaderny Exhibition whcere their pictures
realiscecnonînous sums, here the majority of the pictures arc dear at
$5o, and yct the reports of aur too complimentaryjournais would have
us understancl the artists of Ontario arc not sa very far behind thosc
of Europe aftcr aIl. Sanclham, of Montreal 1 shoulti say is the miost
careful artist xvhose pictunes occupy a place on the wvall, bis Il Beacon
light, St. John Harbour " is rathcr good, the rolling swell of the water
being peculiarly effective, though 1 cannot say nînch for the back-
ground ; his " Fishnets, Bay of Fundy," shows rapiti execution or
carelessness'I don't know which, the water has ail the appearance of
a curve, and is particularly stiff. I think the niemibers of the Society
make iîo question of the fact that the exhibition is nlot up ta the
average, andi altbough the water colouns, as a mile are fair, yet there
can be no0 mistake about it the Ontario Society of Artists have
reacheti apparently their highcst state of perfection, neithen O'Brien
nor Verner, nior Martin, nor Hannaford nior Bellsmith nor Mrs.
Scbniebep being able ta excel previons efforts. We must be content
ta wait until the newv blood of the "lSchool of Art" becomes pro-
ficient before we may expect ta sc a change for the betten in the
character of aur local productions.

It is exceedingly gratifying at times ta bc able ta notice an
improvement, bowever slight, in the.character of the musical per-
formances given by Caniadian talent in Canada. Some ycars ago, at
the suggestion of Lord Duffenin, the Philharmîonic Society was started
iin Toronto, and from-r its commencement up ta the present timec, the
Society bas been doing good service in advancing the cultivation of a
higher class of music than hias gencrally been attempteti iii Ontario.
The rehearsals for the Oratorio of IlNaaman," just concluded, have
been wvell attendeti, andI under the able leadership of Mr. Torrington
the success of the piece may be said ta be compiete.

An Onangeman tolt ime the othen day he would desire no better
fun than ta sec Davitt and Brennan joineti by Dillon, as is proposed
in Ireland, upon a Toronto platformi-the Park would be a good place
-spoutine ta raise a "Home Rule" fund. "lThe boys," said he,
Ilwould give bim sucb a warmi reception as would make themn not
soon forget their Toronto welcome ; let them. corne, and let theni carry
back ta, Parnell an account of how they were receiveti, înd see if it
woulti tally with bis glowing account. I would give ten dollars twice
ta starving Ire land, but I would not thiîîk twice before I would belp
ta make it lively for himn or the other three if they commence ta talk
treason in Toronto." Parnell thonglit twice befone bie camec ta Toronto;
let Brennan and Davitt and Dillon think twice before tbey corne ta
Canada.

five years, or less, the talnery may do a small business ; but it's
ultirnate extinction is a foregone conclusion, there being no tanning
bark necarer than Berlin, of which fact the late propnietars doubtless
werc too well acqu:tinted. A m-aiiufactory or corporation which
cannot exist without heavy bonuses and exemptions hati better cease
operations altogether, andi if this sort of thing must necessarily follow
as a cansequencc of the N. P., then the sooner Fre Tratie is adoptcd
the better. But it is not an offspning of the N. P>., but bas arisen
through a miistaken systemi of argument wbich the good sense of the
cavnmunity at large shoulti frown down, as it cannot possibly serve any
gooti end, building, as it does in a measure, the commercial prosperity
of the country on a borrowed andi false founidation.

'Therc i to bc a six days' \valking match in Toronto Skating
Rink soou. Last year the senlsibilities of delicate Torontonians were
shocked througbi the brutish exhibition of a six days' wqlking spree,
anti now the sanie tbing is ta be enacted again. Public journals at
the time waxed wofully indignant that sncb tbings wvere permitted ta
be toîcrateti' at aIl], the Mail especially expressing a hope ta the effect
that anything of a like nature should ti imediately be discountenanceti
bath by the authorities andi public sentiment. Sucb a spectacle of
physical endurance carried ta excess, sleeplessness, swvollen anti bleed-
ing ankles, blistereti feet, blootishot eyes, andi a general ruinatian
permnatently of the system, sunely these ougbt ta, be sufficient reasons
ta vest the authorities wvith powver ta stop sucb indecent contests.

Walking matches, cannieti beyond ail bountis of reason anti com-
mon sense, are very little removeti from the disgusting brutalities of
prize figbts ; andi as the autbority of the Police bas just been proveti
equal tal the eniengency at Part I)oven, sa, it is ta be bopeti in tbe
anticipatei xvalking matches the powverftil arn of the law niay be
founti patent cnoughi ta stop the degnading trial of endurance,

Not very long aga I wvas surpriseti in drinking a glass of city
water ta sec a fanty-legged animal swimming about very calmly at the
bottom of the glass. Smali warms are no uncommon tbing in a jug
of city water, whilst the stoppage of w'ater-meters on account of smail
fisli getting inta the cog-wheels is an every-day occurrence, The
assistant engineer said the other evening, I don't mind the water
when it is like that," holding a glass of mutidy water up ta the ligbt,
"'because I knaw wbat it is; it is only muti, anti that is gooti for
dyspepsia." Tbat is ail very well, but the people of the capital of
Ontario cannot sec iL in that lighit. If there bappens ta be a man in
Q nebec who knows anything about gooti water, or wben water is fit ta
drink, bis services are requireci in Toronto.

In fact, indignation runs high, anti justly so, aven the deplorable
mismanagement of the Water Works. Department. Having expendeti
$2,oao,ooo, oîie hiaîf of whicb is entirely thrown away, tbey have just
placeti before the ratepayers a by-law wanting $2o,ooo more. The
WaterWorks are not anly not self-sustaining, but are actually a burtien
upon the people; the water is chargeti witb visible animal life, and
is expensive in the bangain ; the engineers are young ant i cx-
penienceti, andi fromn the beginning up ta the present time the bluntiers
bave been frequent, costly anti enormous. I amn safe in saying there
is no city in Canada or the Unitedi States, whenc such tremendous
blundens have beeni madie anti sa much public money expentiet with
s0 little of a satisfactory result.

The Telegram woulti like ta know where tbe deputation who
wvent ta Chicago andi Detroit ta examine the permanent roadways is.
The fine weatber is bere anti bas been bere ever since the deputation
returneti, but nieyer a word lias beeni spoken about permanent roads
yet, anti I suspect, judging from previous experience, for ail the gooti
their jouncy will have accomplisheti tbey might as well have stoppeti
at home anti attendeti in the usual bungling way ta civic affairs.

What sort of reasanîing cani influence municipalities iii oftering
bonuses ta entenprising manufacturers ta resuscitate defuntct inîdustries ? It is ail1 very well foi
The system is vicions. Acton west lateiy offereti a preinium. in the increasing fast, but the pr
way of exemption fromn taxation for five yeans ta any persoh or com- tbe exodus continues, bot
pany who would recommence operations in a tannery long since deaci. rying tbousands awa y; i
The offer, as might have been expecteti, bas been accepteti, anti for likely ta show a decrease.

rpeople ta say the population of Ontario is
oaf of iL is a long way off. Week after week
:h tbe Grand Trunk anti Great Western car-
nsteacl of an increase the next census is more

Queen City.
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