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THE SITUATION.

Cable communication between Australia
and the Canadian Pacific coast has made
an advance step, according to some, and has
et a'set back, according to others. What'
bas been done is that Queensland and New
South Wales have subsidized a French
oable to New Caledomis, in the hope that’
it may prove the first link in the Pacifte
cable between Australia and Vancouver.
Lord Ripon, on behalf of the British Gov-
érnment, expresses regret that this has
been done, as such ameans of communica-
?it)n, in time of war, might be used to the
injury of Great Britain and Australia. For
this very reason, there are peopleé in Aus.
tralia who argue that- the cable to New
Céledénia will be the means of creating a
Dew and ‘independent British cable. The
Ptenclt Government, it seems, is aiding the
cablé to New Caledonis, and- the question
¢ raised’ why the British Government:
should  not aid an independent: British line.
86 the question stands at present: A cable
of'this kind ‘must be Iaid in a time of peace,
When no interference with the work is
feared; aud is- eminently a- master. of fore-
Sight and calonlation.

Rumblings of the atterclap of the Belving
Sen:Arbitration: ave heard. The queation
of: danages: arising from. the seizure: of
Britiali, chiefly: Canadian, sealing: vessels
by the-United States, remaine to-be setlod:
Atlist of: olaims in: respect: to thie vessels
selted; twenty in nomber, is: now: being
Scanned with acxious curiosity  at Wash
Ington.. Secretary: Gresham is ssid to rea-
lite: that. the bill for- damagesis likely to
Yo lazge. The value of: the. vessols and
their comtents. may-be expected ta became
Smamter of ovidemes. It:is not-impossible
Sk American: oitisens. may have hiadian
Interest in.seme of: these vessels:: this is a
qubstion whiols: it/ i opeu- to: the Ameriesn

toraise; The precise metlied

of sdjtmiing thiese: olains was: left: opeu

by thefParis- Arbitzation, but it .is not prob-
able that its. solution will present any
perious difficulty. The Government at)
Washington is likely to meet the issue in a
bpirit.of: fairness, and a like disposition.on
the part.of Great Britain may.be relied
npon. Now that the particulars.of the
claims have been received at Washington,
the way for negotiation, as ta the form and
manner of settlement, has been opened.
No reasons for protracted delay in entering.
on the busivess are apparent.

While in Winnipeg, the visiting Ministers;
Mr. Foster and Mr. Augers, were asked that
t're Government shonld consider a proposal
toimprovethe Red River navigation between
that city and Lake Winnipeg. All that:is:
hsked is that such ilmprovements shounld be
made as will enablé boats drawing seven
feet of water to make the passage. To ac-
complish this, littlé more would be neces-
pary than to’{remove theé obatruetions te
pavigation which exist: at' Ste. Anne’s
fB'spidé, about twenty miles from the city
of Winnipeg. It seems reasomable thiat
}sometbing of this kind should be dene;
though we must not' delude ourselves with
the notion to which the deputation gave
;htterance, ‘“that'a canal toll on sand, stone,
limestore, lime, lumber and cordwood
would be sufficient t6 pay the cost of the
construction of the proposed: works.” Nor
would it ‘be safe to concltrde that seven feet
of water would ultimately meet the foll
difficulty. This is the way all such improve-
ments begin, but the ultimate extent of the
work snd the resuwlting cost far: ousstrip
original calculations. This would be cer-
tain to recur here. But that would. be no
reason why the work should not: be entered
upon.. There are plenty of precedents it

favor of it. At the same time, it would

doubileas be wise.to begin on the modezate
seale suggested by the deputation.

Mr: Foster, while at-Winnipeg, gave asa

reasom for conducting the tariff enquiry in
secret; that individual: witnesses, if they
may be- 8o called, might speak with the ut-
most freedom, and that individuals might
have no temptiation to make -set speeohes
for the love of: sesing them in print: The
last:reaxon has some force in it, the first
none. The public: has. a right to: know
whatsoré.of argmments are used by gentle-
men who may be.interested in: the reten:

tion. or: reduction of present duties; or an|

addition thereto, or the abolition thersof;
When deputations have: waited om the
Government at Ottawa to argue in favor
of the increese: ofc duties: on. articles. in
which they. had ‘special: interest, theipublic
has always: been permitted. to learn:what
they sxid, and so fer:as we know, no incon.
venienee has:resulted from the: practios
The present: policy of secreocy is a. new
departure. It is, certainly, net. an im-
provement.. The nuisauce of; set:spesches
must be borne: with, for: the: greatexr-good
of publicity: Mr.. Foster and: the otires
travelling Ministers are.nok the only per:
gons .who-ought to beim: a: positiom-to umm
derstand the grounds on whieh alterations
in the tariff may. be. propesed.. These
alterations.comcern. tite whole- publie, pros
ducers and consumers alike, and: the mas

terials on which- the changes. are based.
ought to be: made commen property,.so.
that all may draw conclusions from them,
if they desire to do so.

. Inthe argement on the Manitoba. Sepa-.
rate School case, before the Supreme. Court;.
Mr. Ewart, precluded by the decision of the:
Privy Council from arguing thas. Separate-
Schools existed in the Province prior to the
anion, took, the ground that the, righta. and
grivileges contended for by the advocates of
Separate Schools were granted since. the
Tunion, and that if the Act. was repealed by,
the. local legislature, an.appeal. copld,be.
itaken to the Governor-in-Councilc This,
right of appesl he extended much further ;.
e_claimed. a.right of appeal ** from any.
rongfal administration of the: Act.” Ads
}ninistration is not interpretation, so thak.
even according to this argument, a judicial
decision would be, final. Any. rights and.
privileges. to Separate Schools, whenever.
acquired, ¢ from time to time," yesterday,

fo-day, to-morrow, may, if. interfered with,. -

furnish ground of appeal. This may. be.in;.
genious, but it is impossible to belieye that,
it is law. The reply of Mr..Christophes:
Robinson, who spoke under the direction. of,
the ocourt, was that ‘it was centrary to.
?nndamenta.l principles that. a. legislatuze,
which creates a. right canno$, disturb. it,”
and that nothing less than express words;
ponld * introduee a state of things contraryy
to all principle and practice.” Mr..Robin.
son contended that the Manitoba School,
‘Act of 1890 did not take away any right. or.
privilege conferred by previous legislation,
but that all must contribute to thenational.
school system. Any denomination . can: seé.
up Separate Schools at the cost of its mene
bers, .

. An early closing by-law passed by the
municipal corneil of the.city of Ottawsis
meeting & great deal of opposition. from
‘milliners, one of whom declares:that:she
will go to jail rather than obey-it. Ifiany

litigation should arise out of the attermpt:to

‘enforce the by-law, the objection  that: the
Act. which assumes to confer om mumicie.
palities power to.make such regulations:is
ultra vires of the Ontario Lagislature; may
‘posaibly be' set: up. Doubts: on thishesd
have before-been expressed. On.cognate
questions, the test of judicial appead has
‘generally made if:apparent that: SircOlives
Mowat did- nos aot-without: full: constitw:
tional.authority.

The-presence of’Mr: Van Howne-in' Hem
land hias proved: a- temptatien: to- a-scotidm
of-tlie prees: to: comnect his visit; itr some
way, with a fast line of Atlantio stemmaers
To such statements he-replies that'heison
sholiday trip; betdie doesnot abjeot'to say
that thesaocess.ofithe Australian- line.hwe
emy basived tite necessity for: an impreved
Atlantio sexvice. Anythiog: theve- may' be
to be:lesrved. sbout: such - a: line, M¥: Van
Horneis:very likely to find out.

The Fremch have gone: distracted: over
the. fraternal: embrace: of their visitory
of: the Russian fleeti The overflow
ing enthusiasm is in marked contrawt

to' the demounstration at: the reeeption




