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THE SITUATION.

Cable communication between Australia
ad thfe Canadian Pacific coast bas made
an advance step, according to some, and bas
Met aset back, according to others. What
ba been done is that Queensland andNew
South Wales have subsidized a French
cable ta New Caledonia, in the hope that,
it may prove the first link in the Pacifie
cable between Australla and Vancouver.
Lord JRpon, on behalf of the British Gov-
rMnment, expresses regret that- this bas

been done, as such a means of communica.
tio, in tine of war, might be used ta the
imjùtry of Great Britain and Australia. For
this very reason, there are people in Aus-
traié who argue that- the cablé ta New
Cáledânia will be the means of creating a
new and'independent Bitish cable. The
Peench Government, it seems, is aiding the
Cablé to Nèw Celèdonia, and« the question
i raised' why the British Government+
should: not-aid'an independent Britishline.
86 thfe question staudÈ at present. A' cable
Of'tbtkindintmt, hlaid in a time of'peace,
when no interference with the work is
feared aud ieminently' a matte, of- fore-
8i4ht andCaloaiation.

Rmablings efttheaiterclap of 4bheBerinR
Sea:Arbitration, are, hemrd. Te questico
o* damages. arising free the seizurt Ci

*itish, ohiefiy Canadia., smalitg vuesels
bytheUnited'stae, remains obsetleda

Alt of-laim in. respect to the vessie
5st.ied twenty in, number, i:e now' being
BCanned with anions. curiosity ab Wauh,
Utonl- Secretary Greshamid said to rea-
lie that. the bl for damageis likely tu
bei large- The valt. of the vesmelà andi
t cO'o.eMnta, may'beexpected ta beome
eMetter of evidemo. Itîs not.impossible
th4 America oltisen, may have haditan
iteestin.oea ofi theme vessls- thi is a

quetion whiehaitil pen,0 to» the.»merian
-umm natt taan Thêprelse smathed

af Uditt*aw ttess olaùnw wan lIett ope

by the[ParismArbitration, but it is not prob-
able that its solution will present any

°erious diffiulty. Th Goverume.t ati
Washington is likely to meet the issue in a
hpirit of i fairness, and a like dispositionon
ýhe part of Great Britain maybe relied
,pon. Now that the particulars , of the
Claims have been received at Washington,
tbe way for negotiation, as ta the form and
Manner of settlement, has been oipenei
1,Ïo reasos for protracted delay in entering
on the business are apparent.

While in Winnipeg, the visiting Ministers,
Mr. Foster and Mr. Angers, were asked thati
i1ýe Government should consider a proposai
to improve the Red River navigation between
that city and Lake Winnipeg. Ail that is.
,sked is that such improvements should be,
iade as will enable boata drawing seven;
feet of water te make the passage. To ac-
complish this, littlr more would be necea-
Mary than to'itemove thé obstruetions te
gravigation which exist at' Ste. Anne's
Rapidà, about twenty miles from the city
ai Winnipeg. 1* seems reasonabie that
4omething of this kind should be done;
tbough we muet not delude ourselves with
the notion te which the deputation gave
Prtterance, "that'a canal toil on sand, stone,
limestone, lime, lumber and cordwood
would be sufficient te pay the coSt of the
construction of the proposed works." Nor
would'it be safe to coneltde that seven feet
of water would ultiinately meet the full
difficulty. This is the way all such improve-
ments begin, but the ultimate extent of the
work and the resulting cent fat. outstrip
original calculations. This would be cer-
tain ta recur bere. But that would. ha no
reason why the work should not:be entered
upon.- Thera are plenty of preoedenta ir
favor of it. At, the same time, it- would
doubtlesa be wise to begin on the modmte
seal. suggested by.the deputation.

Mr, Foster, while at-Winnipeg, gave s a
reasosfor conducting the tariff enquiry in
secreti thaï individual witnesses, if they
may be so called, mightspeak with the ut.
most freedom, and that individuals might.
bave no temptation to make -set speebese
for the love ofi seeng them in print; The.
lasereason has some force in it, the- firat'
non., The public bas. a right to know
what -sort of arguments are used by gentle.
men who -may be-interested in the reten.
tion, ore reduction, of present dutieso or au
addition thereto, or the abolition thereet
Wben députations have -'waited- on the
Government at Ottawa ta argue in favor
of the increas a- ofi duties on articles in
which they had: special:interest the;pubhoi
bus always: beeu permitted,- to leiarwhat
they esid, and ne ioevaa we know, no incont
venienes has resulted from the prasticS
The present poliey of sereey is a. nw
departure. It is, certainly, no6 an ia
provement. Thei musane oi; ss*Wspesahes
must be berne withi for' the. grB&egoed
of publieity. Mr.. Foster and the othe
travelling Ministers arenoith only per
sons.Who ought to beim a positionvto an,
derutandthe grounda On whioh alterationa
in the, tariff naya b, proposed.. These
alteratio.sooDaernf the whole public, pro.
ducers and consumere alike, andi thrs mas

terials on whicho tihe changea, are based,
ought to be umade common property, so
that.all.may draw conclusions foratShe,
if they desire ta do so.

In the argument on the Manitoba. SMpa.
>ate Sohool case, before the Supree.Court.
Mré E wart, precluded by the deoision of te.
ýrivy Council from arguing that. SeparatW
Schools existedin theProvincS-prior to the
unioî. took-the ground thatthe rigta aed
Privileges contended for by the advocates of

eparate Schools were granted since. the
union, and that if the Act, was repealedby.
tIhe, 19el legislature, an. appeal.could be,
ýaken .to the Governo-in-Comnils This

ight of appeal he extended much further,;.
e nlaimed a .right of appeat"lfrom.awy,
rongfuladministration of the Act." Ad

?ninistration is not interpretation, sotbat.
isven .acording,to this, argument, a juiial
klecision would b, final. Any rigta acd
þrivileges to Separate Schoola, whenever,
acquired, "from time to time," yestezday,
ýo-day, tormorrow, may, .if ,inteferg.witho,.
furnish.ground, ai appe&l. This aay, b.in,
genious, but it is impossible to believe that.
it is law. The reply of Mr.. Christohrs,
Robinson, who spoka under the directio&Dt,
ehe court, was that " it was centrary to.
eundamental principles that a legela&tune.,
.which.creates a. rigit cannot, distuzb, it,'
and that nothing lessthan express words;
bould " introduce a.state a.things contrate
|to all principle and practice." Mr.. Robin.
son contended that the Manitoba Sobool
Act of 1890 did not take away any rigt- or,
privilege conferred by previous-legislation,
but that all must contribute to the.national.

~ool1system. Anry dennmintion cans met.
up Separate Schools at the cost of its memi

An early closing by.law passed by the
municipal onneil of the, city of. Ottam te
meeting a great deal of opposition., frea
miliners, one of. whom declares tha sir
will go to jail rather than obey it. Ifrang
litigation should arise out of the attempt tu
enforce the by-law, the objeotion tha.t:the
Act which assumes to couer on maWniit
palities power tomake snob regelatiensde
ultra si of the OntarisLglaiaturey may
possbly be set up. Doubta on thisheid
have befor. been expresse& O, cognaht
questions, the tet- of judiiai appeal hms
generally made itiapparent thati SirOlirss
Mowat did not ant-withouti full, .. Iàm
tionaliauthority;

Tbepresence effMrî Van Hesenein N. s
landhas proved a temptatien tor asetièS
of41e preSu te-coenect' hi* vstî I&
way, with a fast line of Atlantic siteassn
To enueh statevmentebhep4tes th*hei'Mon
a'boliday trip; b.t4edoesoecio Ye
tiat tbe.aoeessaithe Autralian'la-js
ersçhaimed- thanewssityler an impreved
Atlanté service. A nyhing- thre. ma?,die
t, belesmedaboet suh - a, lino, Mt 'Ytn
Horne Idvery liely to fndout.

The French have gens disacted. over
the fraternal embraea- of- their visitors
of, the Rasaian fleeti The ovenI,
ing enthusiasm is in marked contm
to- the. deuonstgation at' the, reseption
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