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object is crossing in fronit of you, align the fr-ont and rear sights,
follow the object with your airn, press tMe triIrger enough to (lis-
charge the revolver as youi pass the object. T[lisis a difficult thing
to do, but it can be done effèctivel), with Iractice.

Care should be taken to kecp the revolver clean. A very little
attention given to the ai-in will keep it in good condlition.

On receipt of a post-carcl a copy of the booklet -î'ill be sent to
any reader of 'l'îE GAZEE''î 1» the Writer, C. \V. l)iinick, 216
WVashington street, Boston.

THE BAOK DOOR 0F CANADA.

T1 the M\ilitaî y Institute, ini Toronto, on the
'J cvcning of Nlonday, Nov. 23, Lieut -Col.

Scoble, of Winniiipe,, delivered a lecture
upon ''Te'ack Door of Ciaada,'' ashle
(lCscril)C( the 11 tidson's Bay route. I ieuit.-
Col. Nlasonu , occupied the chair.

tioofThe lccture, îîhich mlet u~ith ail cnithusiiattic

reception, was a stron- argumîent for- dt

adoption of this route. The opeing, por1-
toofthe lecture described the early strugglcs bctwccn thc Freilch

and the Engjlishi for the colutrol of 1 [udson' s Blay, the object of die
citation of these wars being to show the practicability of tlîcsc,
waters for naval niovemients. -' 1 niust flot omit to mcintioni, hlo% -
ever,' the lecturer said, '' that niilitary as wehl as nîaval foi-ces
used the I ludson's Bay route as a mneanis of access to tie Norîlîhwest.
l11 1846 a detachnment consisting of a wing of the 6tlh Foot aiid
sonie Royal Artillery andl Eninieer-s, ini al 18 Iicers, 329 l'len, 7
wonien and 19 children, left Cork for X'ork Factory, atrîingilI on1 ie
I 7tli August. There they, remiained for eleven (lays anid thien push-
ed on to Fort Carry, laccomiplibliing tlie jouirney by the i Sth Sep-
teniber. 'Fley' went over the Iludson's B'ay route in York- boats,
taking- with thenm one 9 -pouinder an(l thiree 6-pounder brass gunis,
with carniages, aîunuutnition, andl stores coîlîp!ete, arriving at their.
destination in good health and witliout accidlent. 'l'lie guniswee
dismnounted and sewn up ini cauîvas, and Nvere skiddcd or' carried
across the portages.'' Subsequently a corps of pensioners %vas
t-aken to Fort Garry by the sanie route.

Lieut. -Col. Scoble theri combattecd Lieut. (;oidoi' s rep)ort, ' n
which doubt wvas throwin oli the possibility of navigating tlie bay,
quoting AdiriaI NIarkhian' s opiiioli that thec bay and( straits can
be navigated. 1In ail over 750 sailing, vessels have riavigated these
waters, and only one, or at miost two, have been wrecked. Cotild
iiot steamners navigate suicl waters ? '' the lecturer asked.

It nee(ls onlv a glaîîce lit the mal,-' Col. Scoble îvcnt on,
to show the imimense importance to Caniada of possCssîlîg a

secondary base of supplies ini case of war. Suipposing an eriemly s
cruisers blocked the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Canada wvould be ili-
lmteuît for defenlce hiad she uîot ainotlier scaport throughi whiclî access
inight l)e obtained to anid froni Great Britaîn. And ( if the 1ice
& ILake St. John ]\ailway', wcre conitinuted to Rupert -busbe on dlie
east si(le of Janies Bay (a distance Of 350 miles) anud Uhe 1.akc
Nipissing &S James Bay coni pleted froin North I ,av to NIloose Fac-
tory at the west si(he of Jamnes B ay (a (listalice Of 35 ~oMiles), a1n1(
the hiatus l)etween Lake Winiiipeg and Vork, Factory bridged bv
raulwvav and canial (334 miles), access could be obtaiiied to tilret
centres of defence fronu wliich aIl] requisite i-cqmrcmcnieits could be
stupplied. But ini an imluiie(hiate uirgeiicy even thiese inipoîtanit
links are liot absoluitely necessarv. lt %votl(h le quite p)ossible 1111(1er
existin(t circumistances to carry troopls and( suppjlies fronil York 'actorv\
to WVinnipeg ini ten to twelve (lavs. D r. Ileil (11( the djstaîice fîoin
\'ork l'actory to Norwax' I luse iii seeldavs, aii(I it lias beîî doi11e i Il

five days; anid a hittie inil)rovenliciit ii i n (Ile c iîd mcîh< lod of
transfer of cargo fron die hîoats bclow to tie boats aliove tllic ob-

structions wouhd facilitate transportation. A Y'ork- boat calries froni
three to five tons in addition to a crew of niine nuen, and a fleet of
such boats could be colhected, nianned and put on the route ivithin
ten days sufhcîent to mneet alviost ail>' emnergency duri-ng the entire
inonthis of J une, July, Auigust, Septeiber and October, and per-
hialis a fortiîight each ini May and Nov'enîber. The distance fromn
York h"actory to Lake Winnlip)eg' is 375 miles, broken by four port-
ages on the tipward journey. ()n the downward journey it is ne-
cessary to mnake tlîrce pîortages onily. Thîe length of tliese porcages
is inconsi(lcrahe: At l'aintecl Stone, 29 yards ; at Robinson Port-
agýe, 1,3 12 yardhs ;, at 'Frout River Fals, 24 yards ; and at Island
Portage (returnîng), 40 yards. ln adhdition, o11 the ujiward journey
tiiere arc 2 1 (lemichai-ges, or* trackiing-placcs, where the boats have
to be toweh ti the rapids fr-oni the shore. Out of thec 68 1 ,2• miles
of waterway betweeii Wiiinipeg and York 1'actory onhy 51i miles
need any iniprovenicunt to secuire seven feet of water ; anud of tlîat
(histauice only abiout teil miles requires canallinig, the balance of the
required iimprovcîuiints being in the nature of dredgiîîg, remnoval of
bowlders, andl haiis to imite several rai)ids iinto one fall for lock-

lieuit. -Col, Scoble then enlarged tilof the importance of such a
hure froin the Ilpeu jal stanidpoint, pointing ouit bowî imp)ortant it is
tlîat the food supl>l of lîritain sliould cone froni witliin the Britishi
lipire. At prescrit lxnglauid iiluljor-ts oî'er £10oi,oo0,ooo %vorth of

provisions, of whii Canada contributes ai) too snial a proportioni.
Suicli a hune would be (hefeiisilhe, and wouhd buiid iii) a basis of food
su pply foi- Britai n ini the N orthwest.

,'[lucre was a (hiscussioni of unuiisual lenigtli uipon the palier. %M1r.

L.ounît, M. P., Major NIuttoni, 0. . R., Mr. W. IB. NlcNurrich,
Priof. B~aker, Major Saffkey, late ( .O0.RI., Capt. Nlc.Nahoui,
Miajor Clarenîce h)enisou, G. G. B. G., anîd Major F"arewell, 341h,
took part ini it. Lieut. -Col. l)enisoil emipliasized the imîportanuce
to lBîitain of lîaviuig hier food supplies drawiî froin Canada, inistcad
of froin couintries wîhiclu nîiighit beconie hostile. 1le also note(l the
advisabilit), of havinig Caniada' s uines of coninniication at riglit
angles to the front of operations, ilîstea(l of, as at prescrut. being
paralîi to it. î le mnove(l, seconcled by MIr. Lotint, M. P>., a vote
of tlianks. MNr. Louint spoke iii favor of thîe project, anudsuesd
tluat a coîiy of the paîîer be sent to the Mîjuister of Mlitia. A uiîi-
beri of v'ery pertinem nt prctca questions were asked h)y tli(sC
takiig liait iii the discussioni, arid Lieut. -Col. Scoble replied fulîy
to thîe questions. 'fli vote of tlîanks îvas passed ai(l applause.

Bandsmen...
C77l)o voi require aii- a(l(itiotial iiistru-

]]lents in voui. blid, or* are vnu r i iistru-
hîîciits getti îg il up 11 aui(h liied replacil, b lie\%,w m)ies,
thil (lit fail to write T. Claxton, Toronto, foi-

C-atalogue aind l>rice Lijst. 1 \vill take
\-Oui- <>l i nstru nie lts as part pay (>ii
liew oîues, alloîî ili x ou tie best pos-
bible v-allie for- thin.

Our Perfection anid Excelsior
Band I iistruuiieiits are of1 die \ crv higli-
est grade(l illid lwîîer valte foi. tie
iîîoiîev tua ni i'ý offered Il\ au>' other
nliýius ouse Ili Caniada.

Repalrlng of aIlI kiîîds douie iii a
fil st-c lass uu ax . Send for Ctlgeof

Band Instruments, Violins, Guitars. Mandolins, Banjos, etc.
.- enuiuie Besson, Courtois and Iligham Cornets.

TrHOS. CLAXTON StrOnee TORONTO.


