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T H E R I V A L S. of visiting Lacy, in his chamber, and she could
By Gerald GrifJin. form no idea of any desirable teriniation t such

CHAPTER K.a meeting. After vainly endeavoring ta sound
ber lhusband's purpose, she resolved to baffle it

Esther was stanoding near Lie cottage window, at ail events, by a course of action which had
and looking out upon the storm-lit lake, hilen sonething in it scarcely less bazardous titan the
her husband hurried into the apartment, exhaust- recontre vhich she feared.
ed froni bis late adventtre, and from the speed Returned fully ta the consciousness of is con-
with ivhklh h had hurried dowunwards fi-rm the dition, Richard Lacy passed the night in ai aga-
glen. Be disguised the cause of luis agitation ny o mental torture, in the comparison with
fron Esther, and iras occupied in quiet converse vhich the physical suffering that ie endured ivas
with ber, when they were surprised by the en- trivial. Stretched ulion te rack of passion, and
trance of a servant, te say tiat there iwere three stung by the assaults of the direst species of re-
Peelers outside bearing a wounded gentleman in morse, the sense ofi guilt ntended and attempted,
a cloak, who 1usd came te request a odgig fer not enjoyed, his imagination magnified the mise-
the night. ries of his condition and awroke within his heuart

" Not lire ! not here !" said Francis, 1i deep the first thought of fear Nic he hbail entertain-
agitation. ed for many a day.

"I Not here, Francis ?" echoed Esther, la sur- lie belteved that his hurt iras likely to h pro-
prise. ductive of more serious effects than irere anti-

He is ravin' umat, sir," said the servant ; cipated by is attendants, and any boars irere
and the imen say his head is touched soine iway'." consuned in gloorny mneditation on the nature of

. Masther Fratk," said Lenigan, thrusting its the change whichl death might bring ta him.-
head into the room, - he's abroad an' a' most le pictured ta himself tie spirit of Esther Wil-
dead. If it's a bleeder be wrants,'I have a lan- derming reposing in that paradise, in the exist-
cet here in my pocket, au- 'P do the business in ence of ihich, the course of his early education
a minute.' and the movements,of bis reasort ta-ugtll hit to

Francis paused for a momenti n deep thought, believe, and le referred, with a wrild uneasiness,
and then, suddenly turning ta the servant, he ta the character of his own life, and its probable
bade the strange gentleman be carried into the retribution.
little roon wrhich lay ai the fur end of the cot- Ihile he thougit of these things, sitting dress-
tage, and desired that Davy shouldi mîstantly at- ed in an armn-chair, lue heard one of the servants,
tend wil bis lancet, while one of the horsemen an old iwoman, sing, in a low voice, an Irish song,
rode off for a moi-e experiencedi medical attend- of which lie iolowing is a-translation. It struck
ant . hin forcibly, at the time, as it represented a kind

cc Andnow, Esther," said Francis, cosing the of sorrow for witich lie had often given occasion
doôr after the servants. " what's to be done?- -the grief of a to ther for a perisied son:
This gentleman is an oid friend of your's." 1.

" Of mine, Frank !" My darling, ny darling, iwien silence is oni the moor,
'- Aye, of yours. And not the Jeast esteemned, And, loule in the sunshine, I ait by our cabin door ;

nor the least successful amnongst theni, neither. When evening falls quiet and calm over land and sea,
Tiis man is Lacy." MY darling, ny darling, I thinuk of past times and

"Oh, Fraucis' exclained Esther,. suddenly 'a
clasping his shoulder, and looking in his face Li i.

an expression of mumîgled pity and alarmu, "I Here, wuile on this cold shore i wear out My lonely
baopè he is miel hurt ta danger." heurs-,

hopI hepsnothu toeaengkers t" childi the heavens i snreadiung my bed witli
lhopeso too-heavens knows, Ihole sotaoo,- .owers-

said ber hsband,ith sincere emphasis. "lHe A re--wey num y bosom is grown of this friendless
receiyed the injury froim e, in an eifort which I clime: -
made te save nyself fromt an assault that was But t long not to leave t, for tiat were a shame and
made by him upon un> life" crie.

Very soon after, Davy re-entered, te say that tih
the magistrate had receired but a very sight in- They bear to the chtirch-yard the youing in their

jury, and that ha would, had it not been for the hentli awiag,
urgency of bis attendants, have got on horse- than ueam:
back once more witli thé view ai' returning ta But I wish naDfor death, for my spirit is ait resigned,
bis own abode. Riordan tdie g-ave Esther a And the borhe hat sta-s witnine gives peace ta uny
detailed account of the occurrence which had ged mind.
taken place at the fail. i.

1He is beneath my roof!" he exclaimed, as ie .y darling, amy darling, God gave you to m 'feeble

concluded, standing erect, and liftine his hand age,
mole ~ ~ ý toar"Il beatîii'rcntlce-IL drap for my lut ahenni, a st>'ru ini pilignmgeinto the air~-",Hes beneath dy roof, and :here- L arling, nî-danliag, Godtakes back tis gIfi mgin;

fore lethi itake his rest in peace ! le is help- And my 'heart may be broken, but ne er shanl my
less and a stranger, and therefore let bis million will compliaiu.
crimes be cvered, while he stays. For tiis, I When the song iras ended, and while Lacy
speak iiot of his causeless hate-his unrenitting lay indulging the reflections ta iwhuicli it gave oc-
wiles against my faine and life--his bloodyi pra-c- casion, a slight noise, on onue side ofi is bed,
tices upon ny poor dependants--my o long made him turn round and naze in that direction.
exile from m native soil-the agony of niy re- His attendants iwere sleeping on pallets in the
turn-the loss of the best years of my existence kitchen, after having been plentifully supplied
-aI these, and this last treacherous effort at with drink from the parlor, and a deep silence
ly ile, nusti he forgiven for this niglht. Ta- fell on ail the liouse.
nighît hie is your guest, Esther." Saune person hadi pushed in the door, but

He left the house, after cautioning Esther te seemed uinwilling ta enter. After vaiting for a
a-void the eyes of the strangers, and hurried off few moments in suspense, -Lacy demanded te
te a neighboring cottage, inhabited by the family know who was there, but received no reply.-
of one of i servanfs. Esther, in the mean He waitedfor a little timie and repeated the
tine, remained in the cottage in deep perplexity question, stil iwithout effect. A third time, after
of mind. a long puuse, he renewed the query, with 'sone

Trwo or three times before tmidnight, Francis little anxiety of mind, and a third time it re-
returned on some pretext or another, and Esther nained unansvered. Ile turned aivay, rather
ihouglt that at each time tbere wias saoething annoyed, and in the action, thouglht he could dis-
paler andi sterner inb is aspect than before. She cern the tlitting of a white dress across the
questioned hiuaon maty subjects, but bis answvers threshold of the deor- He turnted again, and
were vague and absent. He asked iastily somne sai, indeed, a figure completely attiredi mi white,
questions concerning Lacy. pacedci gloomly up and writh a head-dress which fli down so ar
and down the little apartment, and, at length, over the forebead as ta coceial every feature
turning iastily ta Esther, -said: 'except tlie chin froi observation. and that ias

" Is it not liard that one should be forced ta pater than lthe drapery thurotugl ihic i appear-
play the cony about ones own bouse t aavoid ed. Even this single indicatioun aus sufficient
this Lacy?" ta freeze the blood of Lacy wiii a terrifie re-

" Weil, but for one night, Francis." cognition, and he sat ump iiiimthe rii in an acccss

" Hoi the wind Iowms yet! 'Tis a horrid of sudden horror. ]t needed niiot tie approacli
night- 'of that soi-moving figure ; it'eeled not the

" His attendants say that lie will by no means lifting of the rigid hand ; itneededuh mot the re-
consent te remnain longer than the niglt." moral of that heavy veil ; and th sigt of the

"Indeed V" long pale featires, and glass>' éyes at wremc lie-
" And it ras iwith difficulty they prevented his neath, to convince the frwigltedtinvaliti that ho

sudden departure on the instant." irason uthe presence of the shade of Estier Vil-
" I would that they had let him g," said dernigno.

Frniis, in a deep ltone, and if unconscious iO For a time, his terror walloedv up every>
being b-rd. aher feeling, snd hue ceuldi do nothuing but pant

" And whierefore Fraucis 7" andt. gape anti - stare upon the figure, whbilex lie
Uc diti not answmer the question, but continmed leaned for-ward an bothu lis bauds, bis eyes ti-

ler a iong time ta gaze. in Jeep abstractilon an la-ted, anti lis parteti lips tira-ir down-t-ward ati
lte wind ows. th îe corners vih 'an expr-éssion a odee-seated t

"Esher," sa-id ho, I havachariged my> mind. ioirr -l is broîv becaie aina nulmiue whbite,
I wilEnet sleep àut to-nuigbt." -red, moisi,'anti glistening ; nais cald' as earthl,

Fromsomea und'efmnable.causa,- -Esther Sait a and noir burniàg ws'tIha suddein fever. 'The'1

suddecanai-ïniat this naiw resdiutiant She lana- light-seemed to change its1 FaIor; the objects [ni
ginedi-thathuer b<usbùnd htad fôruietiUe inténtibn 'lte rboin 'dilated ûùd gr-ew indisúînct, te sounds,
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that were before se gentle that the silence of
înidnig½t scarcely served to make then audible,
seemed now to have acquired a strange and pre-
ternatural loudness, and the scense of feeling be-
came so painfully acute, that thle floating atons
in the air wvere felt distinctly as they settled on
his brows.

Esther," lie heare]y inurmured, after severai
vain efforts ta articulate the word, " what is it
that troubles you?"

Sie raised her liand as if wiïth a cautionarv
action.

" Speak ta me !" said Lacy', still in deep agi-
tation, "speak to tue, though you loved me not
in life. Oh, Esther, speak at once-if you are
ill at ease, and there be anythîng in Lacy's
power to give you peace, make him blessed by
tellingit.."

As he raised bis voice, in the vehemency ofi
his adjuration, the figure slowly repeated the for-
mer action. Lacy started back, in sudden ter-
rorat every movenentof the spectre, and felt
a diffieuty in mnustering his spirits again to ad-
dress it. -

" The innocent," he said at length, in a low
and earnest voice, " the innocent, it is said, fear
ye not. I have not tliat ecurity. The blood
of many victiims, the sufferings of youth, the
tears of age, the groans of severed hearts, and
homes bereaved of joy, the imemory of passions
long indulged, and feastedti upton crime andi human
woe, all these surround me in this fell extrenity,
and tear away ny trust in days gone by. I have
not t.he securitv of innocence, and yet behold,
my Estber, 1 fear not you! All terrible as yon
are, wrapt un the pomp of death, and clothed in
aill the horrors of the grave, I fear you not!
thouglh my limbs tremble, and may nerves are
dragge d ta agony, thougb uny eyes wander, tho'
mny speech grows hoarse, and though the blood is
thickening a mny heart, I fear you not, I love
you thirough ny fears !. Oh, by these trembling
limbs, this scared and terrified.yet doating bearr,
these eyes Oituyehave long-bereft of light, i
prày you Esther, speak to me! Coine nearer,
though it be to blasti me- Come !- I wil
not believe that you wold injure ie, for you
iere ever gentle andi forbearinîg, and wlere is
the band hiat could inflict a pain upon the heart
that loves it ?Bu. wlhether you be cerne in
anger or love, un tuere or n vegeance, yet -%et-
caine le rny presence, Esther Wilderii-ng.lit11e
or death, there still ik rapture lu your c a "

Me paused suddenly, as tlhe figure again. ele-
vated one hand and seemned about ta speak.-
S!til as a statue he remained. with his eyes rivet-
ted upon the partedl lips i fthe appearance, while
thei words caine forth, distinct and low. and al-
oest without a motion of tlie feature.

-Ilear mue ." said Esther.
Ie first accents aiber voice made Lacy

shrink quicki> yiown, like one who ii startled by
a sudden and terrifie sound.

cIe am your friend, and cone to warn yo;'
continued the f gure. "Arise, and leave this
house."

Wherefore ?".
.ou are l danger. Wait not one aiber

hour. Depart lm silence and with speed."-
Waho is ny enemy V"

"lThat mnust not be revealed. But you have
inany. I would not leave you in the danger of
an one's revenge.»

fi amr guarded, Esther».-
Do not trust to that. Silence and the night

are fearful accessaries agamnst you. Revenge
can use the noiseless pace of Murder. It grows
in secret. it valks m silence. it gides te its de-
sign as rapidly, it strikes as deadhy and as deep.-

"A nd you are cone then, kind and gentle
shade, to sae a lie s swortlhless as mny awn? ?

99I never wished you il], and do not noi.-
Richard, if ever vou valued m uentreaties, re-
fuse nlot to compily with this. Arise w'ith se-
erecy and diligence, and ltave this iouse at
once."

Behold, 1 obey you on'the instant, Esther.
Vet stay !

c Hark ! smae one stirs !'
" The hoiuse is silent."

Speak quickly, then, antid low."
" Tell une if you are happy."
Esther sigied.
" Oh, hide not fran nie any thing of your con-

dition, Esther. Tell me by wlat strange toius,
what prayers, what sufferiug; I yet may, hope te
meet you in a happier ivorld. Tell me, and tho'
you bid me to surrender ail my earthily scheunes
of glory,.thougli you sh-ould bid me shake Ani-
bition off, and cease to drem of power and
wealth and honor ; though yod should make niy
path inl; life a waste, teachane te cuib un>' fiery>
impulses ;-I will cast 'iil away upon the second
anti be an huimble,-plassionîless aïiUd self-tôrmnen ting

peitntwsting myvoions anti ifghts i.n prayer
andi agony'; aod ofliy iivina-on ilie hope ai meeting
yen mn peace anti happines< Wlhere dweil youn,
in whatlamîd, for tière musi beklé limîuit of rny|
wandetrgsV" V x

(CVain manl!" &aid ÈstherK after contempîating
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the enthusiast fer some moments witi an expres- made thei comprehiend his intention of depart-
sion of mingled pity and severity, "Mistaken ing instantly. The servant who had received
inan, how passion has eaten up your understand- directions as to his conduct froin sane sufficient
ng. It is not by a motive such as bthis, so earth- quarter, appearetd among them at the mrnent,
born, so self-interested, that you can ever hope and assisted in gettmng thg1 r horses ready, and
with justice to influence your fate in the hands of making ail preparatitns fortheir departure. A
Himî who is te judge you. Disnmiss froi ryur few minutes only elapsed before the echoing of
renemiembrance ail thought of these intemperate their horses' hoofs had ceased te clatter along
passions, ta which you have sacrificed so nuch the lake and against the opposite mountain.
of your own and others' happiness, repair tre In returnin (a thehlise, the servant encoun-
wrong you have inflicted, redress the misery yeu tered his master, standing on the kitchen foor,
have occasioned, dry up the tears that you have and apparently in stifled agitation.
caused1 ta Rowi light up ithe ieartht you have " Where are the strangers ?" he said, in a low
made dark and lonely, and do ail this, not for the and subdued voice, while his eye was lixed ith
lnve of earth and earthily passions, but tor tdie an expression of sternness upon that of his ser-
sake of virtue and its Athmor." lant.

You speak, alas ! te aie." ai Lace, " i- " heare gonesir." said (lie latter.
sensible ta suclh a motive, insensible to ail ex- " Who bade them go ?"
cept that one absorbing passion which lias dif- " Tiemselves, sir, ta come an' eca for their
fused itself throughout bis whoe existence, andi horses an' be oit.
becone, indeedi, inselfl. The timue has lon« Franicis paused for a considerable time.
gone by when I could think so anxiousily of deai " Where's your mistress?" he asked at lengih.
Its terrors have grown stale tupoi my faney. and " She is within, siir, readii' iiilie parlor."
now, ny conscience sedom hurts ne that wa. ï Whiat did that gentlemnan -say» at parting ?"
if I ca-nnot be virtuons for your sake, 7 nev'er -"N thinie,si.
can be for my own." &- Go, go ta your bed."

Here the figure started slightly, as if in alarn, The servant left thre place.
ana assumned for a moment lhe attitude of close " It is better ai it is," Francis muittered te
attention. . Ihimiself, after a long pause. " Ir wished ta have

t i must depart," were the next words of some conversation with hlm in ils mni ood Ofuf-
Esther ; ' Farewell, delay not iong bene-ati lthis fariung-, but I an glad that it ias happened other-
roof; and oh, reicmneber imy injucions."i

Hold !" cried Lacy, aloud, and springmig cHAPIT ER XVI.
suiddenly to his feet."- you have iint anwered ye. About a fortoiglut aiti eveit, -rancis
nmy- single question."t nh etieethrani

I cannotnow." nue nl s.tifie ias returning late in thie evening through the

Ah, Esther, leave me not unçuatisfied Yo vilage of Roundwood, when a sudden and heavy
shal not pass!" he added, with a rapid widuss descent of raim compelled himu to taike smhelter at

of manner, as the figure glided toward the door. . ai m n the ight handii. There hadu been a
She raised er bands and laid one linger close · Mair inthe neighborhood, and he bouse was fui

uîpan ber lipas ien n silence. Lac of guests. The light, fron ithe windows and

obey-eJ the signal, but wouldntot abauda b uthe xopen door, streanied across the street, mnak-
place between ber ud the door. At thai mao- ing the ram drops sparkle as they fli into its
plet alSudennObese m dthe net oom made hiua-beanus. The sound of mirth ias loud witin thenient a suddon noise mu the mmxl roam mande bimzm bou.andtumuti proai- as but sligbltly diuniiitled
start and look around. When he again assumed ioe, ['ranm ate luis appearaie. W aped
luis former attitude, the apparition adi led. H hle aanie mradeha pea r nee rae
sawr onIy the siimmer of a white dres- thirougl inow pni> e ceai, an wi i rawa

edow upon his brow, he passel unrecognised among
Ei d b l , e. - the crowd, ant gained a distant corner,slîadowed

Eximaustei y' lie exquisite degree o excite- by the projecting porch of the Iire-place, wlience
aient to which lis feelings hatd been just wound lie mighît contenmplate ail the company, writhout
up, lhe surk down, powerles,. iito a chair, his incur-ing the observation of any.
armas hanging cdreari!y te the g-round, and bis Tie ladtilord was busy in his shoi. A large
lhead depenimg on his shoulder. Li ttis condi- fire seit lighlt and leat through ite roon, and
tion he was once more startied by the entrance shone on miany a mnerry countenance. On
of one of his mnen, hou hadi occasionedi the noise one side of the Cire-place were a nuinber of
alreadt metionie1. ln se feverush a tate the young nmen and girls, lauglinhg loudly, whlile cm
sliglht est appeal to an external sense, actedO n the other sat a inumuber of middle agedi mnen, wia
bis framei witlu an electrie violence. lie leaped wrere carrying on a graver conversation in wl ich,
up once more froin hisseat, confronted the in- nevertheless, miany appeared highly interested.-
truder, iho wsas i other thian his creature To- The usual centre of attraction, in such scenes, a
bin, and, fitiding li, terror vain, burstutiddely table and vessels for drink, was not forgotten
mto rat h here, thougli iany preferred to sit apart, seach

" Ri is atm brown founit of inspiration, and wror-
rudely oni my presence? \Vho are you ? What's ship Bacchus in Montmellic AIe.
your business ?. " No Saint Patrick !" exclaimed one old ua-

IlI-la!" said Ie intruder, " rufian. 1M r. Lacy ! in a tone of surprise, while lie gently moved the
'hat-s a strange voiraJ to apply to a person Of liquor in his pewter drînking vessi, " thlat's a.
respectable connexion. ,dhrolluting."

Ah, Tobla, I knew you not.' " Why then it is," said another, " an' 1 heard
• What iQ te matter, sur ?" it, for all. I heerd Mr. Damner, over, prove it

This house !" said Lac>. abst-actedly.I iwhuat out of a book, that there wasn't such a nan at
danger ? froin what hand ?) ail there, nor no talk of him, at the tine,"

htbeard a noise in the room, antdi _thoughut " Wlat's that you're sayin', Phil ?" asked aI'd just step 1m te see whether you iantedi auy- hoarse voice froin the corner.
th binmg. .",,That Saint Patrick was never there at ail,

Herc's 'omît Tebin,ecir. i-ataaca.- -he' sa, replied the od man, turninug round
Here omPoi, e a . ithil a sascif inhope of finding some sue-\l\ats your wil O is cessîful counter-argument.

Mr. ois 1a heowner oaf ibis honseo? " Saint Pathrick, eroo ?"
- A Mr-. Johlnsonu, I thiunk ; somle fellowr ai loir a ss thn.

Egiih extraction. I suspect. A fellow ofi no - IE-ra hl."
famnily. And yet 'tis such fellows that live " Faix, I'm l airnest."
suci littile elysinuns as this, iwhile the Blakes, the " An' what's more, I believed him tee," con-
ODonnells, tue Fitzgeralds, tue Butlers, the tinued the retailer of the paradox, " until I was

baughessy th O"l oles, le Oe s the talking of it, afther, te Mither Lenigan, the
Doghndatit e 'Cairtdyi the .Qii lii- La.Ltin taicher, an' lie made ligbt of it, ina mi-

nabifit>,d aie scsUerem over ofl cuni, od mih nute, for sure, says lue, if there was no Saintntry, uneg athrick, what. did they build the old ruins for!and ditchirg uand tilling, as hired laborers, the an' if they were built by any body, might'nt itlantsisrbcb lueir ances iarý %von in figluî ant ie s'ilu> .'i- ul > n'bei' ngm'tii-oua naîuer taeson aicr pon i' de andheld a aiell be Saint Pathlrick as any body else L-

ut sfa to son at the point of the word.~ ]Eh, noiw, Jerry 1"
" Bt stands to raison, what you say."

Since every Jack becanme a geuienian; " Erra, I wouldn't mind a word one a' them,There's nany a gentle person made a Jack, cenvahers wud ha syin' ta me," said a yung
c Tobin, I did not know ypu'wluen you en- man, "they have arguments that iould bother

tereI." the Danes, an' you'd think the. world couidn't
" Enough said : gentle blood is quicky up, gainsay whai they'd tell you, an' when you'd b

but gentle speech wil soon allay it. sir." listenin' ta the Priest afthier, before Lio minutes,
- I must leave this place to-night. le wouldn't lave èm rth a button.
- To-night!" " Well, it's ail onre," said anold flax dresser,

" This very instant." in a corner, "1these coùVerts-"
And your hurt ?" I Perverts, you should cll 'em," iterru.pted
It is alnost welli. [t-ieed he ne obstruc- a new voice, which iras 'ntd other-tlin thatlof,,

tiân. Let us bogane silentîly sud with secrecy, Lenigan," is'at conyied, they ae, bute per
för there is diang-er in flue place. Away!" i-erted,,the hteavens Iak dow~n upond'em.

Silencing the renmonstrances ef Tabin, Lac>' "ßtšerts, then, if ilte bfperyt I. .sa
pressedi forward it the raoom where bis attend- *thcee isn't ôhe o' them bt :wha;tcomes1 rondr
ants wrere slàping incthe chairs srpuad: the fi-e, againim the -latter cmin. \4 e .wor us1 w
anû wvaked othom uip with caution. 'Signifyinîg slippi'' atayXframn under usjheaven eàÇausit ii wishes rather b>' actions titan b>' words, - ha then~the t'ruth ivuil break eut for il."


