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SECOND SERMON BY HIS EMINENCE
THE CARDINAL ARCHBISHOP OF
WESTMINSTER,

Delivered in St. Mary’s Church, Moorfields, on
the Bvening of Sunday, Jan. 30, 1853.
$UBJECT :—DEVOTION TO THE HOLY EUTHARIST.
(From the Catholic Standard.)

¢ And Tlive, now not1; but Christ liveth in me»—Gal.
iy 20.

~When God, on bringing His first-horn into the

world, commanded Ilis angels to adore Ilim, those

" sublime intelligences could not but understand that
there was constituted a new presence of (iod upon
carth which was not comprised in Idis ubiquity and
universal providence. 'They understood that there
was an individuality, a person towards whom they
were now to direct that adoration which, unti} that
mament, had been orly preseuted to the awful ma-
jesty of a spiritual God.  They had been frequently
sent from above to bear messages of peace and love
to earth: they had flown downwards on their rapid
pinions in _obedience to the beliests of their Lord ;
they had descended by that ladder wihich Jacob had
seen as a path between heaven and earth; but, while
their looks, in that form which they had assumed,
might be directed towards this lower earth, their
.own simple intelligence, their spiritual being, true as
the magnet to the pole, was ever turned towards that
light inaccessible which God inhabited. But now, they
may turn that face to earth; and an object that is
on earth, they may distinctly adore, apart from that
general worship which they paid to Gad existing in
the whale of creation.

That homage, once begun, to tlie person of the Tn-
carnate Word, cannot be interrupted so long as e
remains upon earth. I angels were commanded to
adore Him in the first instant of Iis earthly exist-
ence, the command continued so long as the object
remained unchanged 5 and the Son of God is neces-
sarily an_object of adoration to angels wherever and

c+hotvever He-may be found upon earth. Lhey adare
= :Him' through’that long night of His nativity in His
»goldand His povérty ; they adore Him when in the des-
~ert in'His flight to Egypt ; they adore i when He is
“in His retreat “in the humble cottage of Nazareth ;
““they adore Him in the synagogue, in the temple, and
“in the public place ; they adore Tim when alone on
‘the mouniain e prays; they adore Ilim on Thabor
and Olivet ; they adore Iim when His Father glo-
tifies Him, and declares Him to be His well-beloved
Son ; they adere Him when the sun is darkened at
 1is awful doom on the cross. Adoration follaws the
- Tncarnate Word ; and angels flock wherever Hemay
be, and cast themselves before Him, and worship and

. proclaim their Lord.
.~ ~And now, my brethren, let mc ask you,—Of what
- character is this adoration which the angels pay ?—
.We may well say that it is the adoratien of disinter-
-ested love. Jtis the adoration of boundless amaze-
ment at the wonderful things of which Eis mercy is
capable. Itis the adoration of admiration at the
—anarvellous ways in which Ile laviskes His graces,
- Mis bounties, Hinself, for the sake, not of them, but
--ofus. Tor what has He done for the angels whick
- can be campared with what 1le has done for us?—
" He has loved them indeed ; I{e has made them beau-
eous and glorious creatures ; Ile has given them joy
~-and-bliss, and there are othier inysterious gifts which
“~aiigels owe to Him in His Incarnation of which we
. have but dark hints, and into which it is not our pre-
- sent'province to dive. But from the angels God has
. taken‘nothing; to the angels, it may be said, Ile
_:“has“given nothing peculiar. He assumed not their
Aature5:Te took not upon Himself their form. e
‘ ot into their choirs to sing in the midst of
‘or‘lead their anthems. e kept them everat
the: distance “of ministering servants. He received
thém  never into companionship or familiarity. He
;/made them His angels in the dispensations of an older
aw, which e came to supersede and to abrogate.—
Tle made them the shadows only of that. ministry
ich-He'took upon Iimself. Irom them Ie re-
eived nothing ;. to them, it may be said, Ie com-
manicated nothing by that wonderful mystery in which
yére summoned to adore llim. - He gave them
‘accession' of ‘that essential bliss or those gifts they
d'received from the first moment of their being.—
He'gave:them not, that we can learn, a ligher place
thansthey:possessed. Rather, ‘it may be said, that
wonderful mystery for which they praise and
‘Him, He sunk them lower. For He took inan
nd: placed His poor humanity above all
min :and:powersat twe very right hand of God.
{Lhen;;my.brethren, if angels are tv worship thus
ejdn texWord. although they have received no-
1} [Tim; and: He has taken nothing from them,
shall. we contemplate that mystery and
equeng he .very essence of which, the very
hereof, as:regards us, mnay'be said to consist
lion, communication between man and God ?

N

Itis the wonderful mystery which rules throughout
those great dispensations—perhaps that which con-
founds us imost, that which makes reason the most
powerlesy,—that God should have taken, should have
received anytling from man. Yet this was, in a nan-
ner, the necessary preliminary of what He had en-
tirely in view; and that was, the giving to man that
which Ile alone could bestow. I7or, my brethren,
it is that lle might give to us everything that we re-
quire, everything which we had not, and could not of
ourselves possess, that He first began by receiving
from onr hands a most humble gift which He enno-
bled and perfected that He might return it. In or-
der to bestow something upon man which he could,
so to speak, comprebend, of the consciousness where- :
of he could be made fully aware, it was necessary :
that it should be, on the one land, appreciable, in- ‘
telligible, tangible to him, and, at the same time,
worthy of God.

And what is worthy of God! Naught but Him-
sell. If God wishes to bestow that which is Tis
alone, and which none other can give: if 1le really
designs a gift that may be really said to be divine,
then it is only Himself, in some form or other, that
He can bestow upon us. And how shall tnis be
given to us which in itself is tnvisible, is removed as
far as the heavens are from the earth from our appre-
hension, that which is eternal, that wiich is incom-
prehensible,—liow shall T1e bestow this, unfess united
in some way to that which we can appreciate, and in
some sort understand? Then, do we mean by this
that God could not bestow an infinite gift upon man
unless He bestowed Himself in such ties as man could
receive Him? Such is the primary idea of the Tn-
curnation, considered as a gift of man to God. As
that benign Divinity could not be united to what was
irrational or insensible, it was only to man that it
could so unite itself as that at once the gilt would
be perfect, infinite, and Divine ; and yet, at the same
time, come within the cognisance of our imperfect
modes of apprehension. It is as though a Sovereign
wished to lonor perfectly, and, at the same time, show

t Jew nor Gentile, Geeele or barbarian.

| that of ail the world.

his love to one of most humble degree; and were to
say, “ Give ine a pebble, worthless in itself, from
your land ;” and then were to set it in gold, and en-
crust it with jewels, and return again that gift the
same as he had received it, but a truly royal and
splendid gift. Thus, our Blessed Lord takes a body
which, though exempt from corruption, is yet made
up of the same frail material as ours, lives by the
same laws, is sustained by the same nourishment, is
subject to the same suflerings, is exposed to cold and
to pain. The hands are rent, the heart is torn up to
prove that it truly was the body of man. He 1akes
a soul likewise to Iimself, united to that body; a
soul which, though it has not tasted of the oviginal
taint, and, therefore, is not only pure and holy, but
is endowed wilh incomparable wisdo:n asits own:
right and inberitance, is still a soul circumscribed in
its action, in limit and in space, animating no more
than the soul of the humblest of His creatures does
the body into which it has been infused.

When thus e has framed for Himself this human-
ity, O what a gift does e unite to it? Lo whata
dignity does le raise it? 'The second person of the :
Blessed ‘Lrinity united in the fulness of His Godhead, |
with all the attributes of the Divine nature, to this
nature of man, forming only one inseparable person,
not merely clothed in humanity as angels were who
cast aside that frail and perishable garb when their
mission was ended, but so incorporated and combined,
as that never again by an imaginable, though impos-
sible, Divine decree, can separation ensue! And
this human nature of ours, thus made sublimer indeed
than the nature of angels, thus made of a price be-
yond all calculation, thus uniting in itself the very
prerogatives of the Godhead, so that the person of
the Lord Jesus, true God and true man, is adored
and worshipped as completely as the true God in Ilis
third heavens,~this wonderful, most sublime of the
works of God’s power and goodness, Ie gives to
man. He bestows it upon him. Itis our gift. Ile
has taken from us what 1fe did not take from angels.
e has given to us what he could not give to angels.
The whole of our Blessed Saviour’s existence on
carth may besaid to be concentrated in this one
thought, in this one Act of His love—the giving of
Iimself to us perfectly and most completely.

The manner in which He effects this gift, the mode
in which He makes over to us this wonderful condi-
tion and form of being which He has assumed, forms
the second of those motives which the Catholic heart
feels for devotion and love towards that institution in
which this great work of making Himself over to us
was accomplished, and is owned m His Church.

I ask you, my brethren, when you contemplate
your Blessed Redeemer first appearing in the world,
to whom do you consider that He belongs? Ithad
been said before by the prophet,. not merely that a
child was to be born, but that A SON WAS TO

BE GIVEN tous (Is. ix. 6). He is a gift which
Ris heavenly Father sends down to mankind. 1leis
a gift which IIe Iimsell in Iis inexpressibl: love
makes to usall.  When yon contemplate 1Tim, when
you meditate upon i, do you consider Him as be-
longing to the nation of the Jews ; as connected with
them by the ties of some peculiar consanguinity ¢ Do
you confemplate Him as of the seed of Abraham or
of David, and as if they who belonged to that line
had some peculiar glory or interest in Hin ? Do you
consider 11im even as the Son of Mary, given to her
for her sake, as the children of women are given to
parents that they may be their individual joy ; that
they may live for their comfort; that they may con-
tinue ever under their guidance, and provide merely
for them in their old age?

Noj you consider Tlim as belonging 1o neither
You believe
Him rot to have come to save those of the race of
Abraham who had a special promise, but you always
consider Llim as sent to all the children of men,
althougl they form no direct part in the covenant of
that first father. And although you may indeed feel
how great was the privilege o' His Blessed Mother
in being the chosen instrument of bringing him into
the world, and administering to 1Tim that” humanity
in which e bas been presented to us, yet you hold
that she was but the honored vessel of bearing 1lim,
not for her individual happiness and comfort, but for
He cameto this carth for your
sake and for mine.  Me belongs. from the first instant,
not to any one individually ; He belongs to us all.
He came to give Mimsell for all.

And, my brethwen, for whom is it that Ie breathes?
For whom is it that His soul, even from the first mo-
ment, offers prayers to (tod? For whom is it that
that Divine intelligence that already sparkles in 11is
eye, is constantly engaged in contemplations of won-
derful depth?  For whom isit that that heart, which
is beating from the first instact with love, is moved?
Is it for onc 5 or, is it not for all ? He gave Himself,
then, to all of us;-and in that first instant, He be-
came our own, a gift bestowed by ITis Father and
Rimself upon every soul. And so, my brethren; you
consider that whatever merit there wasin Him, what-
ever of virtue, whatever of excellence, whatever of
Divinity,~all that wasa common prize, and belonged
ta every one of us in proportion as we shall choose to
make the whole our own.

As He grows up and goes forth into the world,
what are Ilis actions, His words? Do you not
believe that when He addressed those wonderful les-
sons of wisdom to the crowds that surrounded Iim,
ILis thoughts and voice did not fly over their heads,
and reach across to the bounds of carth, and, sweep-
ing over centuries, were intended to be directed to
our Liearts as immediately as they were to the hard-
hearted generation that heard Him? \When [e
stretched forth His hands in power, when 11e healed
the sick and raised the dead was it for Lazarus or for
Jairus, or for any other alone, that Fle manifested ITis
wonderful works? 1o you not fecl that there is
encouragement and instruction and promise and as-
surance given to every one of us jn all that Ile did
primarily and directly, for others? And do we not
thus naturally, believing in that ever-wonderful mys-
tery of our Lord’s Incarnation, appropriate to our-
selves the the whole of Ilis being, and all that flows
from Him as essentially, and by a thousand titles,our
own ?

This is based upon the principle, then, that Lthe Son
of God took our nature from us, that He might pre-
sent it to us again, that the Word of God Himself
should be a gift of which we should all partake.
Communion, then, is the very basis of this principle,
—the desire to talce, and the willingness agaiu to give.

Dut when you come, iny brethren, to the close of
that wonderful life, when you begin to contemplate

! that last scene in which was mere fully accomplished

the end and object for which e came into the world,
you understand {ully that it was an act of surrender
or of sacrifice of Himsell'; that, according to the
strong expression of Scripture, Fle gave Himself up.
He delivered Himselfup, not merely in the sense that
He allowed Himself to be the sport of his persecu-
tors, and the object of every cruelty ; but that e
willingly made a surrender of Himself for onr sakes,
—that He ceased to take any part or interest in
Himsell,—that whatever He had of life or health,
and bodily beauty and vigor, whatever He had of
enjoyment, by freedom habitually from pain or even
affliction, nay, still mere, by that higher privilege of
being exempt from sin and incapable of staining that,
even through the acceptance of imputation,—He was
pleased to despoil Himself of, and, in His first ap-
pearance amongst us, He may be said to have empti-
ed Himself of His' oivn accord, in order that Ile
might humble Himself to be like us. Mach more in’
the promised- eross and in the passion, we may say
that He truly cast aside all interest and right of His

own in whatever hie had, that even all these mizht be
Pgiven up to man.and that man might have the full he-
'nefit of them. Nay, He went further than this. Who
! would have believed that, for asingle instant, it would
thave been possible for love itself, though strong as
| death, w rob Him of the consciousness af the qr&cc,
i amd aceeplance, and good will, and of is own Di-
vine Tather? Who would have thought that al-
[ feetion for us, however strong, would have prevailed
110 the extent of inducing Him to cast aside that.
- highest and divinest privilege of His, of sceing ever
_in the midst of persceution and sufiering, of calunmy
and abandonment, the smiling countenance of 1lis
L own Father beaming upon His soul, and there kee)-
{ing eternal peace ?

Thus far Tle made a surrender and sacrifice of
{ whatever was 1lis, that all this might show His love
{ 1o be more complete.  11e made over for us, He de-
ilivered up for our sakes all these things, that so 1le
| might retain nothing more.  And what did remain !
| Iiven tiat wlich did remain must go.  Uhere must
I'not be anything which love will notsurrender.  That
body must be in every possible way tormented, vent,
 disfizured, put to shame, and, at length, struck with
| deatls,
t Now, centemplate that solemn moment ; and con-
ftrast fivst all that has preceded, and tell me what is
Lyour share, your personal, individual share, in that
tyour dying Saviour? Will you say that Ile las
i divided Himsell for love?  Will each of you put inn
claim, one to a gash, another to a rent, another.to an
awful blaw of the executioner, and another to a Llas-
phiemy of the Jew, as the perfect portion of redemp-
tion which was given to you? Onoj; your hearts
 shrink from the idea of dividing your Saviour or 11is
Hlove, which is as awful and as repugnant to a loving
and Christian heart as the scene at the foot of the
i cross, that of men dividing Iis gamnents amongst
| thein, and soldiers casting dice for Iis undivided cout.
i We must have all, or nothing. Although there was
rnot a tear shed in the garden of Gethsemani, although
there was not a drop of biood upen the pavement of
Pilate, although there was not a single drop of that
mysterious water which issued from His heart, trick-
ling down the cross, which was not enough to cancel
the iniquities of the world and ransom all men, yet
would lie not divide these ITis treasures although there:
was cnough to be given to each, and for cach to
reach; but ke would give the whole price to every
one, and lle would not allow that one, though the
most beloved, had the teast part, the smallest share
in that inheritance which, dying on the cross, e gave
to all, than others which might appear to be the
choiser souls or more predestined friends.  T'o Mary
who, in perfect sympathy, loves and suffers with Hin
on the cross, He gave no more than lle gave to
Judas who bad denied Him, or to the wreteh who
wielded the bammer above His sacred frame. Noj;
the price ol redemption is one, and the whole must be
given to all.  ISach of us have received that gilt
from the Son of God than which nothing could be
greater; i. e., the whole of Himsell sacrificed, surren-
dered, and given up for the least of us the least
worthy of llis love. We werc captives in the
encmy’s hands; we were slaves in the oppressor’s
chains, and He came to rescue us, not by the strong
hand of Moses, but in the humble guise of the ran-
somed. Ile comne to offer the priee, and the justice
which held us bound exacted that terrible condition
which required an infinite price only to accomplish it,
—that that which was perfect, that which was un-
bounded, that which was infinite should be paid for
all.  For all it was given, but for each one also. So
that no matter whether there shall come generation
afier generation when we are gone,and c¢laim a share
in that redemption,—no matier that the world shall
be peopled for thousands of years with millions more
of souls than it now possesses, for every one of those
there will have been the same measure of redemption
and atonement paid, as there was for the thiel who
first snatched the prize of salvation and applied it to
himself upen his eross !

This is the wonderful way, then, in which Gad
gives Ilimsell to us. You all feel that so trueis this,
that there is not one amongst us Lo whom our Blessed
Redeemer has not doubly made Himself a gift. You
feel that be came to give ITimself for you when He
entered into the world. You feel that 1fe gave Himn-
self entirely for you when He left the world fora
time by expiring upon the eross. Surely, the mea-
sure of His fove is accomplished. Surely, we can
desire nothing more. e has given all that He had,
—in what way more can He give Himsell to us?
Or, if He can, what claim shall we presvme to make
to mere than this? ‘

I answer, my brethren, that we do ask for much
more. And I answer confidently, that our claim will
‘be granted. It is of the very nature of Jove that it
cannot be satisfied without completeness. = It will not
have a half-heart. It will not allow of an affection
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