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bers, the ohief one being that which was laid
upon him after the Reformation, that he should
s diligently npon Sundays and holydays, after
the second lesson at evening prayer, instruct
and examine so0 many children of his parish
gent unto him as he should think convenient in
gome part of their Catechism.” The Sunday
school does not relieve him uf this responsibility,
but rather makes the efficient exeroise of it
possible, for it supplies the children with the
religions knowledge on which his periodical
instruotion and examination may be based. It
would be quite unfair to say that the establish-
ment of Sunday-schools has had the effeot of
superseding ihe practice of catechising, On
the contrary the revival of children's services
in the Church of England has been coincident
with the inorease of efficiencysin Sunday-schools,
and bas been dne in no smali measure to the
prompting of persons interested in Sanday-
sohool worlk,

It being admitted that it is the function of the
Sunday-school to supply the religious teaching
which & carefal mother wounld wish to impart
to her own child there will be no diffienlty in
determining the course of imstruction which
ghould be followed in our Church Sunday-
gohools. Most children spend from eight to
ten years of their life there, and in that time it
ghould be poseible to teack then the principal
events of the Old Testament, to enable them
thoronghly to know and understand the teach-
ing o1 the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles,
to encourage them to a private study of the
Bible, and to implant in their minds an assur-
ance that it is the Word of God.

It is in short her first daty to see that the
children are trained up to be Christians. Bat
her daty does not stop here, Thedays are long
past when there was one undivided Church
throughout the world, and however unwilling
we are to magnify the differences which divide
the Church of England from the Roman Catho-
lic Church, on the one hand, and from the
various Nosconformist sects on the other,
however tolerant we may be of those who think
differently 1o ourselves in matters of dootrine,
we must not fear to state that it is the duty of
a Church Sunday-school to teach to the child-
ron under her care most clearly and distinctly
the doctrines of The Church, and enable them
to upswer the question which many, who
ought to know better, are unable to answer,
“Why am I a Churchman?’ And for this

_purpose the Prayer-Book has provided 8 manau-
al of instruction which ought to be known
through and through by every child who has
passed through a Church Sunday-school. In
her Catechism she puts forth in the clearest and
yot simplest 1orms the truth with regard to the
two Sacraments, she points ont how the cardin-
al doctrines of the Gospel are taught in the
Apostles’ Creed, and that the Lord’s Prayer
contains & manual of prayer applicable to all
the circumstances of the Christian life,

It may not be a complete exposition of Church
dootrine, there may be other points with which,
in view of the controveraies of the present day,
it may be regretted that its compilers did not
deal, and the Lower House of the Convooation
of Canterbury has endeavored quite lately to
supply some of these omissions, but it speaks
muoh for the respect with which this old manu-
al of instruction is regarded that the Church at
large has hesitated to endanger its position by
adding to it any statements which might be
looked upon by any school of thought in the
Church as controversial.

This then is the purpose of & Church Sunday-
school, 80 to instruot the children in Church
dootrine that they may all come to Confirma-
tion, and, becoming regular and intelligent
communicants, may grow into full members of
the Church ; then to give them such 8 know-
ledge of Bible history, such an interest in re-
ligious matters as may encourage them, when
they grow up to become themselves active
Ohurch workers, and lastly, 8o to influence

their hearts. and minds that they may live
sober, righteous, and godly lives amid the
temptations of this evil worked.

What machinery then has the Sunday-school
for acoomplishing this purpose? What ought
the organization to be by which this object is
to be attained ? Itis of primary importance
that the S.nday-school should be not only
under the nominal headship, but under the
oonstant and earnest supervision, of the Incam-
bent of the parish, On hin must rest the
responsibility of selecting the courre of in-
struction to be given, he should himself choose
the teachers, and by gathering them together
in periodical instruotion classes, so imbae them
with a krowledge of his own views of Chuarch
doctrine that they mway be able to pass on this
knowledge to their scholars, aud so train them
up to be loyal members of his congregation
wher they have passed out of the Sanday-
gohool, He should have a thorough knowledge
of the lines on which the school is worked and
by frequent visits to the school see thut it is
boing carried on in accordance with his wishes.
However tempting it may be to the averworked
town Inoumbent to delegate his work to one of
his assistant carates, he should resist the temp
tation. It oan never bo too often pointed out
that the future of a country depends upon iia
children, and o a clergyman, if he wishes in
years to come to do an effective work in his
parish, must gain the respect and affsotion of
the children in the Sunday-school, that they,
when they grow up, may bcecme constant
worshippers in his church and earnest fellow
workers with him in the parish. Bat having
gsined this goneral knowledge of the working
of the school, having laid down the lize of
teaching to be given there ho may wisely leave
the deta.ls of organization to anothar; and tho
paramouct necessity of & thoroughly efficient
Sunday-school is & good superintendent.
Teachers may possibly be manufactared, bat
superintendents must be heaven born. They
must have qualities of a very high order per-
feotly to fulfil the daties of their position. Like
& genersl they have to command men, and so
ust have the power of extorting obedience
fonnded on respeot for the character of the
commander and gonfidence in the wisdom and
jastice of his commands. Their whole heart
maust be in the work ; they must be the trusted
friends of all the teachers; they shonld be
personslly acquainted with all the children.
Every detail connee'ed with the mansgement
of the achool should be eettled by them, after
consultation with, thoogh not necessarily in
accordance with the wishes of, the teachers in
their sochool. A smperintendent should never
be absent from the school, except from illness
or during the few weeks' holidays which he
may allow himagelf during the year, when he
should see that an efficient deputy ia there in
his place; his whole heart should I say, be in
the work, it should be his one interest, his
hobby if you will, and therefore this work can
beat be done by a layman, and not by a clergy-
man who must necessarily have other parochiul
duties to share his interest.

The ideal is & high one, but the matter is one
of supreme importance, A strong superio-
tendent makes a disciplined and efficient Sunday-
gschool ; the best staff of teachers will fail if
their chief i3 weak- I have dwelt rather strong-
ly on this point, because if the organization of a
gchool (which depends mainly on the smperin-
tendent) is satisfactory, everything else will
fall naturally into its place and work smoothly.
The teachers will be influenced by the example
of regularity and punctuslity, the children will
acquire habits of discipline and attention and
the wheels of the machine will work smoothly.

In every school there should be & teacher
for every ten children at the most—eight is
better. Babject to the general rules of the
school teachers should be allowed perfect in-
dependence in the management of their class,
and should be consi.ered wholly responsible

for its discipline., Except in very exceptional
oages the superintendent should not interfere
between the teachers and their olass ; all direo-
tions by him to the children shounld be given

through the teacher. Thero ought to be a
regular course of lessons, seleoted by the In-
cumbont of the parish, and so arranged as to
cover in a course of years the whole range of
Soriptare and Church teaching of which I
have bofore spoken, and the course of lessons
must be the basis on which the instruotion is
given may, subjeot to its being in conformity
with the dootrinal views taught in the parish
church, bs left to the discretion of each indivd-
nal teacher. Ohe will profor the catochetical
mode of teaching, another may have a greater
gift for imparting instruction in the form of an
address, Though I am myself a strong be.
liever in the ruperiority as & rule of the former
mode, tho intelleots of the children being
sharpened. their interest exoitcd, their attention
maintained, tho teaching being, as it were

drawn out of themselves by means of quostions'
and answera; still there aro toachers who oan
keep a olass in enwrapped interest by putting
their lesson into the form of a nsarrative, who
would fail altogether if they attempted the
catechetical mode. The ohildren shonld be
encouraged to learn something by heart during
the week to say to their teachers on the Sun-
day—the Collect for the day, a portion of the
Epistle or Gospel, a fow verses of 8 hymo—and
marks should be givon for these lessons as well
a8 for punctoality of attendance and for cor-
doot ; and, where prizes are given in a school

n8 will probably usually be the case, overy ohild
who attaing a certain standard shonld bo en-
titled to receive one, It is, to my thinking, a
mistake to give & fixed number of prizes 'to
each class, irrespective of the degree of profi-
ciency and regularity of attendancoe attained by
tho children of that class, Tho more satisfao-
tory Plgn i3 to give every child an opportunity
of gaining & reward it they are so minded.

In one school with which I am acquainted &
speoisl distinotion in tho shape of a medal is
given to every child who is not absentfrom the
Sunday-school once during the year, that is
attends 104 times, and 8o successfal l,xas thit;
plan beea in encouraging a regulur attendance
that, while in a school of 200 boys, tho disting-
tion was, during the firat yesr after its inaug-
uration, only gained by three boys, the number
has steadily inoressed year by year, until seven
years later it was obtained by no less than fifty
or a quarter of the whole school. A boy ob-
taining this reward for the second time receives
a bar, like that placed on the ribbon of a
soldier's war medal, und I know one boy who
possesses a medal and six bars, which shows
that daring the whole seven years of whioh I
havo been speaking, ho has not been absent on
a single oocasion from the Sunday-sshool,

A most important feature in connooti
with a well organized Sunday-sohool 1'?‘;:;?12
children's service. It is unfortunately the
case that this is very commonly held in the
sohool-building itself, in the same room in
which the school itself is held. Although it
may sometimes bappen that there ig no alterna-
tive, I would urge the extreme desirability of a
great effort being made by every parish olergy.
man to hold these services in the churoh itself,
It ia very difflonlt to get the ohildren to be
really reverent in & room which is associated
in thoir minds with the daily drudgery of
learning the three Rs, and the Sunday-school
has fuiled in one of its most elementary daties
it does not instil in the minds of its ch:ldren &
revorence for divine worship. Then over and
above these weekly children’s services., thare
shounld be once in the month & public o;teehir.-
ing of tho children in church. "It is by means
of this that the Inoumbent will keop in touoh
with the mcho>l, will be able to satisfy himaelf
that the presoribed course of lessons is bein
rigidly adhered to, is being faithfully and



