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than they wer'e fifty years ago. In. all Ireland, butthere is probabl no part af
employments therise in wages hasben the United Kibegdeon whare there lias
very considerable, ii some as much as beOa thaètrinrv.ieii otaren tisera
150 per, cent. the oter nd, there tunitis for ducation.
bas been a decrease in the cost of the 1n regard ta c'ima it [s stated thatthe
necessaries of lite, especially in wheat.. nuinhr of criminal ofFenders committed
The exception in articles of food is in andin Eng-
meat, whiclh has increased in price, but land atone'21,001). In'tue UnitedKing-
fifty years ago the lecturer explains that dom thay are now 2200 and in England
the workman hald little more concern with 15,000. The decrease las been much
its price than ha hîad with the, price of. greatar [v Séotland rd'Ireland than in
diamonds. The kind of meat which, was Englând. . aust, hover, ha borne in
then alotie accessible ta hii, viz., bacdn, isiiiàd tîsat allowanca shonld hi made for
bas declined in price. Another itemi the summaîy trial of oofendarstat ware
expenditure, reit, bas increaîsed in prîce, 1 foini'ly'triati t the, asizes but the
_but, allowing.for this increase, the balance 1 lecturar bolds that is ample margin'
of the workman's wages applicable to other for u cn ' _ fc t
necessaries would be more than 80 per inference thiat theîe is lass serious crime
cent in excessof wlat it was 50 years ago. " t t a t,1 n ia-
ILt is also to be borne in mind that the iu- pravenent W)ich corresponds ta the
creased rent is, in a great measure, the bettar éducation and well-being of tha
higher price for a superior article hici
tËe workman can afford.

The table of imported articles gives the historytiiat haîf a century aga it,%vas
import per head of the population of the nearly breakiug daiv the counfîy and
lizited Kingdom in the years 1841 and that, wben the populatioî{was f t
l,8J an'd altliough it may he diflicult, is now, tla burden was the saine. The
owing to the fact tlat many of the articles, earliestandlatest figuî'a are for 18-9 and
such, for example, as wheat and fIour, are IS18. hi England ùhe paupars itî',
articles of home production, ta draw cor- 934,000, and id 1881 803,4100. ii
rect inferences, yet there are several Scatland in.1859, )l), in 1881, 102,( 0.
articles not produced in theUnited King- Ireland in 1849, 620,00, aiul li 1881,
dom which will illustrate the improvement i 10,000. T rurber of paupers In
in the circumstances of the masses. In Ireland n Ide attributad ta tli
1840 the import of tea was 1-22 lbs. per consequences of thi great faminc. We
head, andin 1881 4·58, nearly quadruple. hava been sa accu3toraed of late ta read
Raw lugar increased from '15·20 lbs. to l the distressed condition of the Irish
58-92 lbs. Rlice, fron '90 to 16-32., TO- people, with îefevanca ta the high rént of
bacco, froi .86 ta 1-41, and currants and' ad, that it seais stranga ta fliîd in the
raisins, frorii 145 to 4.34, The increase e rf rofaund statistician that the
in corn, yheat and wheat f>ur vas from great ruse in tIe of lahar in
42-47 to 216-92 lbs. Referring to these Irélan 1is the oîîly way in wbicb it is
results, Mr. Giffen correctly observes that possible ta accoun foi' tisastitinnarinesa
the increase is not ta be attribued ta the ai' ranIs for a longperi0d, notwiism£uding

increased consumption of thse rich.I L the great îise il], b îlcos af. the cattie
is the consumption, emphatically, of the and dairy piaduots, whicli lralaîîd pro-
mass which us lera in quiestion." ' and whicl, ils oidilîary cases, wnld

A,very in teresting portion of the lecture a Wse of rc.,îts. "Tile lai'-.
is that îelating ta education, pauperismn, iîg imer isndtile laborel' tagtther f,
crime, anld savings banks 'The education n alie lxlielà oie lise lu
statistics go back only 30 years to 1851,
when the chidren inu average atten ata tl
at schools aided by parliam'entar'y 'grants Banks are t se of ai. [n
were, i England, 239,000, and in Scotlni' dpois s 42,-
32,000. n 1881 the figures 1ee 2,863,0004,141, [ 18 the
and 410,000. The lecturer, whsol is. a deposits were in 1881,
Scotchman, bears his personIal testimoany 334 00 1 ha amonjîts >e po ti veîe
to tie improvenient in.that paît o the £34i 1831, sud
United Kingdomi, whbere, as lie correctiy ]s', thus sIlo'i , il,
observes, there avs,-40.or 50 years ago, . era used nie by the weiieî cla"ses
"the most advanced coimon education,' 50 yeuis Pga tiln 'l'lie inciessein
but " the superiority, or the comnion., the nuibea
". school systemi there at the pl esent day 5i yeposfionisuat tn
"4to0what it was40 years ago is immigiiense." s Bsuk the pi giess af tie indus-
There lsre na statisties giVen ilu regaîd L. 1teUiai a ed p Kovideit om wertte soceths

deserves notice, but the lecturerwas un-,
able to get figures prior to 1862, altbough
he had reason ta believe that their rowth
up to that period had been very: small.
ln 1862 the number of members was 90,-
600, in 1881 525,000, The share capital
in 1862 was £428,000, in 1881 £5,881,000.
The sales in 1862 were £2,333,000, in
1881 £20,901,000. The net profit rose
from .165,000 to £1,617,000. . Under
all heads the increase was about tenfold.
We shall postpone the consideration of
the lecturer's deductions froni the facts,
which we have endeavored ta give as
briefly as possible, and wyhich will be
found deserving of thoughtful consider-
tion.

MR. PAUL ON THE SILK TRADE.

T[,he Y. M. C. Association is well:entitled
to the gratitude of tihe conmuni ty of
Mointreal for having secured the delivery
of th6 course oi instructive lectures, an-
other of which we have to 'notice in our
present number. Mr. Frank Paul, resi-
dent partner of the silk nanufacturing
firm off Belding, Paul & Co., known as
Belding Bros. & Co., in New York and
other large cities of the United States,
naturally. took for his subject the "'Silk

nudustry."? This industry had its origin
in China in. tines sa remote that we
have to rey on tradition that it was tnst
woven somie 2,700 years before the Chris-
tian era. Fron that country the.know-
ledge of silk culture, long confmued to:the
extraordinary race where it originated,
spread 'into Ar'abia, India, Persia -and
Japan, 000 years B. C. Ini process of une
the industry took root in France,%Vvhich
became its, principal seat in , Euiope.
*When the H uguenots were banished from
Fridice by the revocation of the Edict-of
'Nantes, ii1 85, a great number Of tbem
took e teîge in England, where they estab-
lishei Lihe silk industry in Spitalfields in
East London, whence it:was iniroduced
into one or two other inland towns, but
without ever becomi ng one of the pilnci-
pal British. industries. It seems 'almost
marvellous in the present day to be told
that at one tiine gold and silk were of4lie
same vaine, weight for weight., . ,

Mr. Paul estimates the annual produc-
Lion of silk at $300,000,000, to obtain
which sixty ta seventy billions, of worms
liad to live and die annually., -Sa late'ais
the year 1861 six nevspecies of the silk
wormni weie rearing in France. 'The chief,
silk manufacture in the presenLtday'is
carried on a.t1cie City of Lyons in
Fi-ance. It is interesting to learn that in
that city there aire veiy few power looms,
thebulk Of the silk goodS being roven
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