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dence of bankrupts, will never be in
doubt, a state of things that will certainly
not operate ta the disadvantage of credi-
tors.

Mucli of the Bill is not new ; that it
should have been othervise is not desir-
able. The introduction of familiar clauses
will be much more acceptable ta the mer-
cantile community than any new phrase-
ology would have been ; besicles, for the
accomplishment of the end in view, the
provisions are necessarily stable so long
as existing laws remain undisturbed ; but
in various places througliout the Bill, pro-
visions have been introducecd which are
calculated ta render its operation effec-
tive, and which indicate the pains that
have been taken in the franing of the
measure.

No provisions relating ta composition
and discharge are incorporated iii the Bil.
The facilities for procuring these having
been advanced as the reason l'or abolish-
ing fhe Insolven t Laws, merchan ts appear
ta have thouglit it Wise not ta imperil
provisions for the distribution of assets
by the introduction of wha;t does not
necessarily appertain ta thxat object, and
have left the question of the debtor's
discharge ta be deait with separately, sa
that, should the discliarge of baikrupts
be called in question at any time here-
after, the distribution of assets may not
be involved in an issue with whicli it lias
nothLIing ta do, and the existing injustice
may not be re-enacted.

In conclusion, the Bill now before Par-
lianient aims af the riemoval of grievances
whose existence ouglit ta be impossible
in any well-organized commercial commu-
nity. Their removal will produce no in-
justice ta any one. The question therefore
ta e answered is, whether tle mercantile
community is of suflicient impotance in
the estimation of Parlianient ta have the
interest of its members consiceied. ILt is
through importers and certain manufac-
turers that the great-bulk of the revenue
is collected the amoiunt so collected has
to be recovered by means of transactions
with debtors scattered all over the coun-
try i in view of the risk that is unavoidable,
it is manifestly fair that those who acvance
the import and excise duties in the first
instance, should not be exposed ta avoid-
able danger in the recovery of the amounts
advanced it will therefore require some
very good reason, whiciî, ta an ordinary
mind is not apparent, ta justify legisla-
tors in refuslig ta pass M'r. Curran's Bill,
if any justification is possible. IL is
hardly necessary ta remark that the inte'-
ests of the honest and solvent retailers
are no less considered in the legislation
proposed.

SIR ALEXANDER GALT AT EDI-
BURGH.

Sir Alexander Galt lias availed hiniself
of opportunities afforded him by the
Chambers of Commerce of Edinburgh and
Glasgow ta bring Canada proninently
before the British public. We are glai.
ta fiid that lie abstained in his late
speech ait Edinburgh friom any refernce
ta that Imperial Federation, w'hich, ou a
former occasion, lie sa injudiciously
brouglit forward. He expressed in very
strong terms his conviction that the tiie
was not even approaching, wlen any
severance of the Empire oughut ta take
place, and declared that, if the people of
Britain held tlat the Emîpire was one and
imdivisible, they would find that the
Canîadians would stand by theni. It is
most satisfactory ta find that Sir Alexan-
dei Galt's matured opinions are so widely
different from those, which le lias fron
time ta time expressed in days gonle by,
but we owin that we are inclined ta
thiik that there is a qualification attaclied
ta them. The sentiment that we have
called attention tais immediately followed
by a complaint that the Imperial Govern-
ment lias not made greater efforts ta
direct the tide of enigration ta thel
colonies of the Empire, instead of abstain-
ing from all attempts, fruitless as thîey
might have been, ta interfere with the
free choice of the enigrants frim the
United Kimgdom. Sir Alexander Galt
can harcliy be unaware of the fact that
the emigratioi fram the United Kingdom
has been largely stimulated by renuit-
tances from pioneers, as we may term
them,.who, al'ter seekimg their fortunes on
the American continent, have remîitted ta
their relations in Britain the means ta
join them. In view of the fact that the
population of tle United States is about
twelve limes as great as that of Canada,
it would be a very extraordinary circunm-
stances if the distribution of the emsigraits
lad been different from what it lias been.
Canada lias, according ta Sir Alexander
Galt's own figures, obtained nearly 13 per
cent. of the aggregate immigration ta
America and this notwitlistanding the
fact that there are political reasons ta
induce Irish emigrants of the Roman
Cathohic persuasion, ta give the Uuited
States a preference. Ve think that the
complaint made by Sir Alexander Galt ai'

the way in which England liad dealt
with Canada,/ is most unjust. England
could nol with even a semblance of
propriety, have interfered ta prevent
emigrants from choosing their future
homes, Sir Alexander Galt does not
think it a difficult question that of con-
trolling and directing emigration, and yet

he lias neither pointed out the mode of
.doing so, nor lias lie succeeded in direct-
ing it ta Canada, since he lias hadi the
opportunity. The inducements to the
settler in Canada are considerable, and it
is desirable ta lose no opportunity of
pointing thei ont., but it is vain ta
imagine that iL is possible ta force
the eIigrant ta coue ta Canada if lie lias
friends in fie United States. It is most
unjust ta charge the Imperial Goverii-
ment witli dereliction of duty because
iL lias left fLie emigrant perfectly free ta
select for his future home whatever
country lie may choose.

TiLL ''ARIFF.

Si' Alexander Gal t undertook a diffi-
cult task wien lie attempted ta convince
a. British audience tliat protective duties
were calculated ta stimulate trade with
Great Britain in. preference ta the United
States. The r'easoii assigned for the adop-
tion of the national policy was the refusal
of the United States ta continue tiat reci-
procal excliange of natural products in
which it can hardly be said that Great
Britian liad any interest Sir Alexander
Galt endeavored ta convimce his audience
thLat the Canadian protective duties are
chiefly directed against the United States ;
but., as we have on mare than one occasion
poiiited ont, h piactical effect af the
combined specific and ac valorem duties

alis been ta discriiniiîate agaiist Great
Britain. The decrased iiports into
Canada froiî the United States in recent
years are easily accounted for In a
period Of depression, such as existed after
J873, the cessation of' a large homo
demand compelled our neighbors in the
United States to seek a foreign market
even thougli it might be what lias been
termed a sacrifice inaiket. It is sca'cely
necessary ta remind our readers that
neither nerchants nor nianufacturers are
particulaly anxious ta send their goods
ta a sacrifice market, and that lwhen,
awing ta a ievival of' business, the hone
market is available ta absoi-b the supply,
tLhey will cease ta make sacrifices ta
foreigners. 'lhe falliig-oft' in the impor-
tation of United States goods was the
iatural result of the î'evival of trade
throughout the vorld, and, withi coipeti-
tion ou equal ternis, Great Britain has
obtained the preferencc as the cheapest
market for goods.

THE COLONIA, TRADE.

We confess that we erei'c ather sui-
pîrised ta find that Sir Alexander Galt
had boasted ta a Scoteli audience of the
remarkable increase in the West India
trade witli Canada, in view of the fact
that il was et the expense of the Scotch
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