Curious Experiment,

properties. | Of all bodies it is the hardeft
and moft’ unalterable; infomuch that it
will bear the ation of the moft viclent
fire for two momhs, without any (enfible
diminution of it we:g'ht.
fo fvbtile, that a grain of leaf gold can
cover fifty fquare inches ; fo that upon
the two furfaces, on. a flight infpeétion,
may be diftinguithed four millions of
parts, And its duéility is fuch, that
from a fingle grain may be drawn a wire
five hundred feet long,

‘The wonderful form of common falt,
the precious ftones, the fingular thapes of
the ores, or metals in their mineral fate,
the altonifhing particulars we have already
noticed of extraneous foflils, and a variery

of inexhauftible objefs of enquiry in the .

mineral kingdom, feem formed, with the
other wonders of creation, to.exc?te our
curiofity. And it muft be confeffed, that
there is not an employment of the mind,
produd&ive of greater delight, of more fo.
lid fatisfa&tion, nor of greater variety of
enjoyment, than an attentive contempla-
tion of the world of Nature., Were we
to live, for ages, in this world, and to em-
ploy every day, in ftudying the phanome-
na and fingularity of the mineral kingdom
‘only, -we fhould find innumerable things
which we could not explain, which would
excite more and more our curiofity, and
yet continue inferutable by our finite capa-
cities. Let us employ then, at leait, fince
the duration of our lives fcarce extends
beyond half a century, let us weil employ
the fhort time that is granted to us here,
and devote as much of it as the nezeffary
duties of life will permit, to the fiudy of
- Nature ; and, by thus enriching our minds,
treafure up the moft innocent and the
moft inexhauflible flores of knowledge
and pleafure. The exquifite delight
which fuch (tudies afford, will be height-
entd more and more, in proportion as we

Its parts are |

137
meditate on the_ends which the Creator
has propofed in his works ; for the wona
derg of Nature are more admirable and
more (ublime thao all the produétions of
human art. Thefe are not always com-
patible with our welfare ; and, fo far
from rendering us either wifer or better,
they are often the mere objefts of unina
ftru&ive admiration. But all the works
of Nature, even the moft fingular and in.

-explicable, have for their objedt the felici-

ty of the wholecreation. ‘They exift, not
merely to be corremplated as objelts of
Gight, but to be enjoyed ; and all without
exception, proclaim unfpeakable good-
nefs, as well as unfearchable wifdom and
unbounded power,

Oh, Nature, all fufficient, over alt!

Enrich me with the knowledge of thy
works !

Snatch me to heaven ; thy rolling wonders
there,

World beyond world ininfinite extent,

Profuftly featter’d o’er the blue immenfe,

Shew me, their motions, pcriods, and
their laws, .

Give mde to fcan ; through the difclofing

- eep

Light my blind way ; the mincral ﬁrara
there 5 .

Thrafl, bloommg, thence the vegetable
world ;

O’er that the n(ng {ytem more com-
plex,

Of animals ; and higher flill, the mmd

The varied feene of quick compounded

. thought,

And where the mixing paflions endlcfs
thift ;

Thefe ever open to my ravith’d eye 5

A fearch the flight of time can ne’er ex-
havft ! o

- THOMSON.

CURIOUS EXPERIMENT of ENGRAFTING the SPUR of a COCK on his COME,

HE poffibility of éngrafnng mem. -

bers of the animalform on parts,
‘where they did not originally grow, has
often been afferted by natural ph:lofophers,

. and fome known experimefts, particalar-
ly on, the .tegth (which are often tranf.
_planted from one mouth to another)  have
" tended fo far to fupport the praibility of
this curious arty-as might fufficiently en-

courage future awempts, to illuftrate the-

extent-to which it might be carried.

“The. following" curious circumflance, ,’
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whlch, T believe, has never yet made its
appearancein print, deferves to be diffemi-

"nated, and-may tend to encourage the ex-

perimental enquiries of the curious, -

‘Some years age, Mr. Cline, the cele.
brated operator, and anatomical lefturer
at St, Thomas’ hofpital (conceiving that
if a part of the animal body could be tranf-
pofed, before its vital powers were .ex..
tin&, to any other part, recently | prepa‘red
for its reception, it mxght probably ce.
meat, and continué to imbibe the vital

S nummen:.



