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‘ md, dxstmcf. ro'zds, constantly held the same main; object in’

- the voice of musement than- by’ the’ dlctates of vxrtuou
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I'that. fended o their’ present: improvemen
ne. of these great stars in_ th
‘thil 8

thut,, m many respect 5 :
cast.”s, The,men. of ‘genius, of, the présént‘age are ‘of, ¢
stamp; ant if.e, may.be permxttc fo védtire an opmlon,‘of ageneral cha-
racter fav, 1 f'enor in value an mportance. True, t]mt. ‘we' Tave men
wha, prolonrr the_current of lustnry—who still traverse the regmns of fancy,
both. in Song. and:in: ‘prose~and who éndeavour to instrict us in’the les-"
sons, of momhty and truth ;. but, owing, ‘either to ay unaccountable Fvitia<"
tion in_ the.taste of the age,” or in.the prifciples of our’ men ‘of ledrning,
2 species: of literature. lm.s gone ‘abiroad ‘amongst us” which s as different”
from the wntmgq of the lnst:age; as childhood is from venerable“old a age, -
.o the gambol of the lambkir from the pawmo' of ‘the lion; he iR
ductxons of the preaem: dayv“whatever may "be their meri
ingenuity and- on«rm'ahty, have ‘thélr. foundation’ in" sucl
substantial fragments.in the affairs. of human life, ‘and are so’deeply tain-
ted with ‘party : and political mﬂuence, as must_render’ them " truly . éphe-

meral in comparison to those which prcceded  them. . - Thisremark will
. be. found peculiarly apph

o some ‘of our. peuodxcal pubhcanons :
but all share alike in the: Ju:,txcc of t,he vconclusmn, that'thie iee]mgs and
the labours’ of hterary men are’ now, sanaumed andﬂlcrrulated more by

striiction=
ian by the calm
id of - tragii

med gale.of fagliion and: corruptcd taste’t]
pinions ‘of ‘morality .and philosophy

and. substantml me‘mders of the ‘broo :
apathyupon_ the. banks, -gazing upon’ “the. bubblés which play upén 1ts S
surface, and descrihing. them with'all the glow, feeling'and i imagery whit
belougs to real poétr: y “They 'b ild their habltatxons nmon«r the tendu-

and gaudy flowrets of . the field,

wxll last for, agei.. i
“With such .opinions,

rcader ‘cannot be aL any:loss:in’the.
and .in- dlscemmg tl ‘,track which’ we have :

dlscovery of our sentim
marked out for ourselv n the cqnauct of 'this work. He will’ see,

i
we prefer the substantial: realitiés "of, 2 viftious - éducation, o, prudent
habits, and useful’ Jearning to the escent sand fanciful colourings*of *+
modern polxte hterat that we:shall, always 1espcct thc labours’ of the
moralist, the hlstormn, and the’ travcller beforé the superatructures of
faney or/the brilliant, meteors of Wit Agreenble "to this plan; it shall
-form one of the most prominent “parts- ‘of our labours to’ ‘select and. trans- .
fer i into onr. p'tges, from the 1 ost estimable sources of our standard lite- -
rature as well s from. the | putable. pcnodl al pubhcntlons of the
('lay, such: artlcles as'we may dcem of impdrtance, in promotmg the difs
fusion of useful Lnowledgc thronghout this countryin’ keepmg alivethe -
heroic andenergetlcsentxments ot our ‘ancestors-—their private virtues and,
public pqtnotxsm—and in forming, “for the example of postenty, a moral
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