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PROGRESS OF CIVILIZATION.

The onwanl marvch of eivilization is hke

w great campaizn, and these engaged, or
nearly  interested, can only hope that
Lappy remedial intfuences will follow in
the train of periodical Jdisaster. There s
an aspimtion of humanity of which all
troe souls are conseions, and the prineiple
of it 15 no less than a part of our Christian |
teachings. = theory all intelligent and
right thinking prople rendily aceept—thai |
13 to =y, they will admit without Jdifii-
culty the ¢laim that resis upon them fo
arratge things o us o subserve the wel-:
fare even of the poorest eltizen.  DBint)
when we eotne 1o details, we seem all lost
together i a sea of mental confusion, |
Then o theuzand reasons are found to!
spring up why individual members of the ;
|

I

m

body pelitic eannot themszelves act. One
ix a itridesman: another has ledgers to
keep, and a thivd is crowning the editice |
of his suveess, and i wrapped up in the
progress of his fumily, Nespected minis
ters of Christ’s Gospel may ofien not see
their way to take an active partin a social
movelent, and az a babif, mayv prefer ex-
horiation to ¢ivie assertien.  Paul was a
Roman eitizen, and we look to him for
spirttual vigour, free speech, and active
love to man Such exmuoples of inaction,
a~ we Bave referral to, are the wave-en:
ireded but faml rocks upon which our
citizenship is stramded, entailing in the
loss of the cood emdt the perpetuation of
a hundred evils that @ national mantwenld |
feel it his first impalee w ihrust away as
unbeamble,  ~ Noble™ i a word that
conies very freely from muany lips. We
ennot go oh without nobility, It would
certalnly be o noble thing to make need-
ful sceial wdjustments which all revelation |
and all wationel moral trust tell us have |
2ot to be parts of the completed history
of nan—thouzh retudl vetackpavledged,
Seme powerfnl spint, for instance, will
vit succeed fneonvineing men that pame |
pots s as wuch needed for vailway en-
bankments as for rmibway bridges, and they
will be only fullowing in the sucression
of those distant forefathers who, in their
humane commnon sense, first devised a
parapet for a4 common bridge, In the
very prisence of calemity, it seems mon-
strous to neslect the solemn warnings that
arise, and s0 to leave disaster to repeat
itself.  1f ‘our national ypolities eseape a
part of their obligations by diverting the
chiel attention to the pursuit of gin, our
eivie politics might be more amenable to
reasott.  In England, there s an associa-
tion for the promotion of sveial ~cience,
It has pleniy of work before it. The
wortality upon the wharves in our prin-
cipal cities, 1f i2 has not markedly in-
creased of late yea: | keeps up at any mte
with a sickening freqaeney its tale of suf-
fering and ruin to individuads and families,
Men falling into holds of vessels ; lumps
of coal or heavy packages fulling upon the
workmen engaged in’ delivering them ;

I

the dark, when seeking to join their ships,
with drowning accidents by daylight, per-
fectly avoidable, if men conld swim, or 11
there were but proper appliances, consti-
tute some of these forms of danger to life,
Steam  explosions, saw and machinery
accidents belong to factories; and the
abermtions of dynamite amd gunpowder to
mines,  The sad accident noticed in the
TLLesTiATED NEws last week, as having oe-
curred in the City of Quebee, dittored
from all the above. 1t was not at all new
in the nature ot its danger, nov even new
in the abeence of provision agminst it but
only a novelty in its form in the partienlar
place where it occurred.  The death of
poor ¥ from the falling upon him of
a wall weighted up with coals, ereated a
profound impression in the city. A young
man  and  generally  liked, a cavalry

ofticer of the Voluuteors, and known as

Ccharger with the military boots of

ito the
i followed by the Service, by the officiating
 minister in the English Cattiedral, and

Uwould not have been hmpressed with the

and there for realizing the nethingness of

: tion, and unselfish thuught Jor the yeneral |

an honomble and energetic tradesman, 1t
was felt that he could il be spanal. Neor
was the element of severest “classical tra-
sedy absent from the seene,  His poor
:\'oung wife, ax an Ophelia with even tin-
dever ties, would have him not only
coftined, but wept over.  Rushing iv the
seene in the fisst conveyance, her grief
bebrohiing the remains of him, who had
brren more than all else to hero was heart-
rending. Nor were the citizens slow o
manifest their respect and feeling for the
dead, and their sense of all that had hap-
pened.  They turned out in large nimbers,
forming o vast tmin of vehicles on the
road to the Meunnt Hermon Cemetery,

The coftin had been conveved, wrapgad
in the Union Jack. and followed by the
the
deceased, suecende 1 }x)‘ the roops of the
Chiadel Artitlery and his oewn Cavalry
Corps —all moving in sud, slow rhythm
< of the Deasd Mareh i Saule-

cteien
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special selections by the organist- -whe

solemn scene ! There swere moenwents then
aarthly things.  mtsile, the enthoshem
of uriel wis lnfectionz, even had there
been no gthg—r motive for engaging the
warmest feclings in what was passing.
And yet the predeminant thoughi in some
of these spectators might very properly

would be scen, amongst others, that un-
strengthened walls are never fitted to sup-
port weights resting agminst them. They
may serve to keep out intruders, oy {oup-
hold & roof, and even then require watch-
ing and repairing ; but 4 weight of l;he
former kind, a wall will not sustam with
impunity, unless made \'N-.\'_ strong il
supported, in addition, by solid huttresses
or projections,

THE DEPUTATION ON WATER
‘ SUPPLY.

The deputation of Agents of Insumnee
Companies of which Mr. Anrrep Perey
was spokesman, left Montreal, last week,
for Quebge, in order to interview, or plvml.
with, the latter city on the question of
water supply for the extinetion of fires,
and was courteously received by Mayor
Mukpeny, accompaniest by the Ciy Ea-
gineer, Mr. Bantaree. That imdeed wax
certain beforehand,  We have yet, how-
ever, to learn what efteet their representa:
tions will produce upon the Couneil of
that eitv.  We may beat about the bush
as much as we please, but it will not alter

empty, aml has been s for some time
past. Without meney, the citizens can
have ueither DPolies, nor lghting, nor
water supply in the sufliciency which is
desnamled by the interests of life and pro-
perty within the precinets. .\ motion was
Lately brought forward for an additicnal

a moditied propesition wenld have fol-
lowed, The eity, in itz essential interests,
has however been favorsd by nothing of

ereeping along its way na sortof Fgyptisn
darkness that is very unpleasant w think
about.  The Insumnee Depntation yepre-
sented inmense  interests. The Counetl
represents sl greater ones ©oand with the
frightind contingeney of fire ever impend-
ing, to leave things & stuls qun seems
little short of inssuity. The ways and
means have become the first considerition
—the modes of expending the appropria-
tien for the Fire Department, thoush
taking technieal precedenee, are made sub-
ardinate.  They con never be really sube

have heen—what a fearful pity that
part of this gowl cothusiom and this |
kindly fmpulse conld not by eennomined |
differentlv. and led into move practiest
coarzes, atd thet we who are here e the
strength of enr eitizenship and zoud atfee-

weal, could not be bronght to devise wavs
aml means for the preendion of aceident :
to take sonie pains to preserve life as well
as to bemoan the loss of it. Breanuse lives
are frequently endangered by the vielence
of men, we have fustituted pelice,  The
tradition iz now an old one, and the for-
wation of an efficient body of police does
net now eudl for special origihmlity so
much as for a sort of military and =oeial
apinude. The safory of residents and
visitors, amd the disposal of wrongloers
demmnd this wrrm ement. We are only
conserving ancient ideas in renewing it, |
and it is always well to do that when they

are useful. But practienl knowhdge is
increasing in the workl.  The aduptation
of wmeans to ends has become the philose-
phy of some. They have reeognized, or
hegun to recognize mechanical amd chen-
ieal Taws as well as socinl anes @ sy that
in some eities the energies of one branch.

samitary prodection. Why, they will ask,
shoull we not extend the protection to
himan life generally—-which is jeopardiz-
ed by great mechanical foress set going in
the business of life, or allowed to s tthem-
selves goiug in the negleets of life, as well
ax by the malaria which wie are at length
all learning to contend with? Such ade-
tachment, or force, whicli would need
certainly justa little skill in radimentary
mechanies, wold vever have allowed the
defective Tonding of the wall with eoals,
Rules would have to be devised for such

- seamen walking over the wharfs side in

a force, and when they eame Lo be read, it

judgment is the thing wanted,

the city cwater i 41 ¢ a8 R ! - N . .
of the ity the witeris Baid ot al present g, 00, by amother tobunabe o wlon they

e about tinee

at-least. of 4 poliee fores are devoted to !

ordinate, beeanse they are dictated by the
nature of the oity's position in regard to
fires. The propesitien of the Muyor 1o
obtain the repert of aoguatiied Hydmubie

Fagiveer was an excellent  one. The
funetion of sucl Engineer would be almost

that of an arbitrafor; for an independent
In parts

for two hours gut of the twentv-fonr;
other parts, for five hours. Thus, during

the freater portion of the day or migla, it

takes about thinty-five or Torty minntes 1w
et the water to the outer wards on the
cecurrence of o fire after the first alorm
has Leen given,  Snehoa water syatem is
piainly nseless for the purpese in view,
and makes the eity's excellent five-alanm.
telegrapladmost uselessalsol It levesthe
for the demolition of a
wooden building, wnd for the extension of
the flames'on all sides frons 0 i fires,
preaploess is evervthing, s our Canadian
Agouts do not” need 1o e told, Those
gentlemen are doubtless now taking a
very wide and-Dominion view of the fire
spaestion, and if they should muke cxeep-

Ptons i favour of partienlar eities and

towns, independently of the njustice of
the thing, the companies they represent
will bee the sufferers, 1 ever the time for
firm aned temperite action could areive, 1t
has now arrived, for « series of such im-
prissive lessons, as we” heve Tately gone
through, hawve seldon fallen fo the lot of
any country.  In regard to fire-preveniion
in Quebes, we hardly Hike to speak of de-
tails at the present stage 5 but certainly a
goutd-sized Reservoir on the highest point
of Cape Dinwmond, with firve-maing and
hydrants always  charged - froms it and
i sullicient number to have thém placed
wherever needed, would seem greatly su-
perior to sny number of amall cisterns at

the tact that the civie chesiin (uebes 18 ¢

taxation of five cents cn the dollar 1t
was lost by w majonity of one only.  The
rue then propused might have heon 100!

high . amd one wonld have supposed that |
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the foot of the Rock, for the former would
bo the objeet of generid civie interest und
contribution~-would .’ be: servicenble for
fires an o any patof the eity ; and th
magnificent . water-head it wonld supply
might perform, over the greater sea, hulr
the work of extinetion before the arrval
ol the engines.

- -
CANADIAN COPYRIGHT,

A very dmportant decision has heen
Just given in Teronte, on this subject, Ly
Vice-Chaneellor Provproor.  The faets
are brivily these.  Mro Swrces, the well
kuown author, registored in Fugland, oy
the 3ed of January, 1876w work entitled
“Theift”  In the following Apnl, By
Fotn  Bros, the eminent pablishers of
Toronte, repathlished 1t in Canada, whige
upon the suthor brought aminst then o
sait o in Chancery, for nfringenent of
copyright, aml demanding whatever
demnity that might entail,

Tha Rattiog
wits taken up asu testease, the whade
hook-trade of Canada haeking the Muser.,
BeLrogn, Aure full srzument, e
Judunient now givent s strengly in favor
of Mr, Ssires, the defendont< ladnyg
doenad fo pay ail the costs pd adso 1o jrav

i the anthor a roxalty on all the copies of

the book issued,  This jndument js e
portant, heeauso it virtually sds aspde, o

null and void, the Csnadian Copyrichy
Act of ISTH, approved by the Britiad
Parlinment, and the Tmpenial Avt aatho
zing Her Majesty to give 3t her avss

In other words, we are Jod to undersaan
i this Judament i accepted as antheei.
tive, that our publishes stand 1o duy o
no bettey ground than ey Jid in 1sg2,
when o prehibitory aet

‘i
%

vas peeoed, el

fthat the attemspts st ameleomtion noeie

the sort, and may now be said to hed

Sprefits bat 1t speaks 3 for the eonntiy

1847, and theontiealiy cavrted cut jn Jris,
are of o avail whatever, This, i niuet b
admitted, 15 2 sorty state of thing and
would be nnendunible, had wat our b
ishers hief in ancther guans,
That relicf, however, although 1 sy 1o
accepled as i baon G tham, is ot advay
toeons o the conntry, as it widl deprine
Canada of vtaployment for privnters, deswn
ers, engravers ated papermakers, snd tran..
for it all toothe United Statess The fact 5o
simply that the dafendants Dnothic
have o tdea of appeading, vocoding the
Judgient as poerbaps wowe Lapefaicd o
theny then an [ 8 vk haae
iu‘v‘lx, as 1}:9’) with finve Z)!‘u'i‘( i TR RIS
dine i the Taited States, and pay e
Jduty upon the dmpertatian Sota
are copeetied, this may be setually o

=

ailvierse w

P

that drivis theans Lo it f deed, it doe
drive thew, which we bope will ver be

would beonly tog willing o dicadl they
work ot Biome and have Cansdian werk
wien profit by o My, Lover o has wieady
bien foreed to romove o bsrge potting of
his establishinent to the Enited Staes,
and cettainly th prosint aspeect g ailain
5 Mot of A astule teodnvie b bkl
Young as we are,. we ought to have s
Hterature of our own, onr peaple ane fond
of tealing, energetie and plueky publisher
are anxieus to supply this riseding, [t
if ghetrnetions ave thrown in their way, it

will e dmpossible 1o uake any progeess,

and we shall continue to rely npen the
stranger for our mentad tool,  We uree
the carliest possilile reconsideration of this
whole matter,

CROSKED CHEGUEN,

The frauds and swiidles Intely  porpe-
trated in 1his city and elsewhers, ou bank
offices his snggested the use ol theCrossed-
cheque™ aystem adopted in England, by
Act of Parhisinunt, in August st As this
procedure is not penerally known, we shali
briefly deseribeit. The Act provides that
a cheque may he erossed with twa trans-
verse lines simply with the words Y and
Company,” gr any  abbreviantion theseof,
suehas “&Col when the chegueis deened
1o be erossed, Generally the chogue so
erossed must e paid- ton hanker, other-
wise the banker paving it will he Hable to
refund the loss, if any ix sustained through



