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MODERN PHILOSOPHY VER-
SIFIED.

'l'lTe following clever lines are interesting and
amnusing as giving a clear and almost literal in-
sight into the theories of Comte, Hegel, Spencer,
Darwin, Carlyle, Tyndall, Huxley, Stanley
Jevois and George lenry Lewes.

"t)urs is a wise and earnest age, an age of thonght and
science, sir;

To error, ignorance, and bliss we fairly bid deflance,
sir.

'rofessors' everywhere abound, both in and ont of
colleges,

And ail agog to erani our nobs with ' isms ' and with
ologies.'

Philosoply, as you're aware, inaterial and mental,
sir,

At one extreme is 'positive,' at t'other 'transcenden-
tal,' sir.

And eaci of us who in these days would speculate 'en
règle,'

If lie cau't run the rig with Comte, must take the tip
from Hegel.

The fundamental problein which, debated now for
ages, sir,

Is still attacked and still unsolved by ail our modern
sages, sir,

Is, if an effort I may make a simple form to throw it
ln,

Just what we know, and why we know, and what's
the way we know it in.

'We can't assume, (se Comte affirms), a first or final
cause, sir.

Phenomnena are ail we know, their order and their
laws, sir;

While Hegel's modest formula a single line to nm in,
Is 'nothing ieand nothing's not. but everything's be-

becomin'.'

'Development' is ail the go, of course, with Her-
bert Spencer,

Wio cares a little more than Comte about the ' why,
and 'whence,' sir.

Alpearances, he teems to think, do not exhaust to-
tality.

But indicate that underneath there's some 'Unknown
Reality.

And Darwin, too, who leads the throng 'in vulgunm
voces spargere.'

Maintainis Humnanity i nought except a big mena-
gerie,

'The lprogeny of tailless apes, sharp-eared but puggy-
nosed, sir,

Who nightly climbed their 'family trees,' and on the
toi reposet, sir.

'riere's Carlyle, on the other hand, whose firet and
tast concern it la

To preach up the 'immensities' and muse on the
. eteraities;'

hiut if one credits what one hears, the gist of all his
Iirag l, sir,

T lat Erbwhiret, rightly understood, le transcendental
'*Haggis,' sir.

SImaginative sparks, you know, electriceurreuts kindle,
sir.

On Alpine heights or at Belfast, within the brain of
Tn mdall. sir;

r lis laie adèress ome people hold, la fiowery, vague,
and vapourv,

And represents the ' classic nude' when stripped of ail
its 'Draper'-y.

Slrofessor Huxley has essayed to bridge across the
chasin, sir,

"Twixt matter dead and matter quick by means of
protopiaemi,' ir,1

Ani uthierdoctrinernow subjoins the further 'grand
attraction'

That 'iuonscioisness' in. man and brute is simply
'retlex action.'

"lThen Stanley Jevons wUl contend in words atout and
Tlmlphatical.

tlii nsmode tu treat ail things is purely mathe-

Since we as individual men, communities, and na-
tions, sir.,

Aire learly angles, lines, and squares, cubes, circles,
and equatiena, ir.

" George Henry Lewes, I'm informed, had 'gone off
(fuite hysterical'

About that feeble, foolish thing, the theory Metempi-
rical ;'

And only found relief, 'tis said, from nervous throes
anudspasme, ir,

By bangingatsraight at Huxley's head a brace of
brand-new 'plasmas' sir.

Sneli are the philosophie views I've ventured now to
versif3 -,

And. if I may invent the term, in some degree to
tersity.'

A'" ,i thlienm all,l 'm bold to say, fair room for choice
Aîè flué, ir,

Andif yon on't,rwhy then you won't, and I for one
slhan't mind, sir,"

THE HISTOR Y OF THE WEEK.
The judgment of Chief Justice RICHARDS de-

liverled on the legal points raised in the Kingston
election case is pronounced the most elaborate
and important judgnent ever yet delivered. It
was anxiously looked for as a decisive aid clear
exposition of the law as regards a candidate's
liabilities for the acts of his agents. In conse-
l uenice Sir JoHx A. MACDONALD's seat is voided,

laut the charge of personal bribery was dismissed.
The friends of the right honourable gentleman.
speak of raising a testimonial to him. News
ha;s been received fromn the English' solicitors
iemplloyed fer the appeliants in the GuîBnDu case
biefore the Judiciatl Comumittee of the Privy
tCounicil. The judgment was pronouuced on the
20thu, and the decision, which appears te have
lben unaiimous, though that is not expressly
stated., is in faveur of the appeal, reversing the
.ugment of the Court of Review. The full text

ofl thei judgmnent has net y et reached Montreal,
buit it app)lears that their lordships have decided
ttit the dleceased could net be held te be a pnb-
li sintner nor te have been excommunicated rer-
soiially, mu such a mnanner as to give rise te a loss
il' lis statue as a member of the Church and of

lus righits pertaiming te that status. The judg-
mitent directs the respondents te permit of his.
bintg buried in the principal part of the cemne-
t-urv, anud decides that he has net lest his 'igt
ti t

1 îorudinîary ecclesiastical ceremoniesa; bt
t harit lordishipîs de not, by their judgmnent, con-.
dinaii thei cutré te pîerfeorm them. ,

The~ gunbhoat "' Parana,'' of the Argeutinue
li i istjas, lias buit î-ohinitariysuirremilî'i-red

to the Government fleet. Her crew landed at
Montevideo. The Government of the Argeltine
Republic has stopped the -mails from Buenos
Ayres for Europe.

The editors of La Presa, La Bandera, and
El Espawl, newspapers published in Madrid,
have been arrested and sent to prison for violat-
inîg the press laws, established under the state of
siege. Large reinforcements are going forward
to Miranda, where the Spanish Republican army
is massing for active operations in Navarre, and
for the relief of Pampeluna. The Carlists are
concentrating around Estella under the command
of General MoRIoeNEs. The Basque battalions,
with Don CARLos and General Euo, are on the
point of leaving Vera for Puenta La Reyna.

No perceptible change in the 'Longshoremuen's
strike in ew York is visible. All outward
steamers were ready for sailing at the appointed
time, and none of the companies have succunibed
to the strike. ('atherings of strikers, who were
around the docks in the early part of the week,
have now disappeared, and no further trouble is
apprehended. Stevedores state they will cim-
ploy no strikers on any terms, but will transact
their work henceforward with new hands.

The Republican candidates were generally sue
cessful in the municipal elections held at Lille,
Nancy, Grenoble, Havre, Cambrai, Perigueux,
Angers, and Limoges. The Minister of Public
Instruction will probably be obliged to resign
because he conferred the decoration of the Legion
of Honour on CHAUFFARD, sont of the unpopular
professor of that name.

It is rumoured that a treaty will shortly be
concluded between the Governments of Germany
and Morocco, by which a part of Morocco will
be ceded to Germany.

The Pope has written to Cardinal CULLEN
thanking him and the Irish bishops for their
condemnation of the address delivered by Pro-
fessor TYNDALL at Belfast, and declaring nothing
is to be so dreaded.

NEW PUBLICATIONS.
MOTHER GoosE's MELoDIES. * We have re-

ceived from the enterprising firm of Hill's, a
charming holiday book under the above title. It
is essentially a wopk for the young, and as we
take the greatest interest in the cultivation of
juvenile taste, we cordially recommend it to our
bey and girl readers. The title itself issug-
gestive of pleasant reminiscences. The book
contains all the old familiar nursery rhymes, and
professes to be the only correct edition of the
same. These rhymes are constantly quoted in
current literature and hence a complete edition
of them is useful for reference even to the lite-
rary man. The volume is profusely illustrated,
and in and appendix, there are several pages of
music set to the most popular of the stonies. Of
late years, juvenile literature has taken a decided
upward movement in England and the United
States, and the Boston firm of Tilton's has made
it quite a specialty. Where these books are so put
forth as to come within the means of the middle
classes, they are a decided advantage, and de-
serve ail the encouragement which they receive.

EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. t The Dominion
Evangelical Alliance which met in Montreal, on
the 1st Ooctober of this year, and continued its
sittinga for about a week, has been justly re-
garded as one of the most notable ecclesiastical
events of the past twelve months. It was at-
tended by some of the leading men of the day,
such as Drs. McCosh and Hall, of Princeton and
New York; Dr. Donald Fraser, of London; Dr.
Schaff of Constantinople ; Lord Cavan ; Henry
Varley, the butcher evangelist; Mr. Thane
Miller, of Cincinnati ; as well as such Canadians
as Dr. Dawson of Montreal ; Dr. Wilson, of To-
ronto; Mr. Grant, of Halifax ; Mr. Gibson, of
Chicago, and others. Many of the papers read
were of unusual interest, and altogether, the
proceedins ma be deemed fruitful in the best
resuts. e surs. Dougall, of this city, have
oollected all the minutes and documents in a
handsome quarto volume, printed on tinted
paper, and decorated with the portraits of the
principal members. These gentlemen have thus
creditably done for our Dominion Alliance what
the Harpers did for the Evangelical Alliance held
in New York last year. And the credit of their
work is enhanced by the fact that they sell the
book at the nominal price of twenty-five cents.

ScRiBNER's. This splendid magazine closes
the year with a full and useful number. The
remarkable papers on the Great South are brouglit
to a conclusion, and we learn with pleasure, that
they are to be issued in book form. Among
other important papers in the present issue, we
may point te the review of Browning's position
among Victerian poets, fromn the appreciative
peu of Stedman, sud te a poplarly scientific ex-
planation of tEe Transit f Venus, quite appro-
priate in tEis montE, when this astronounical
phenomenon will be - observed. The poetry of
the number is excellent, as are also the short
atories. Saxe Holm's " My Tournmaline " ia up
te the best standard of tEat able analyst.

THE ATLANTIC. While it las needless te say
that tEe new proprieters of this old favourite have
|net only maintained, but considerably enhanced
its reputation, and tEst tEe number for this

imonthi i. quite equal te any of its predecessors,
Iwe may be permnitted to announce that the pnb-
hishers have taken mneasures te enter upon a new

* Mrs. Partington'a edition of Mother Goose'a Melodlea
edited by- Uncle Wlhlle. Illustrated with over 100 en-
grravinga. Tilton & Ce., Boston. Hilr's Library- 666
Dorcheater st., Montreal. 12mo. Paper. pp. 144.

t †Montreai Wsuues Evangelical Alliance Extra.-Be-
I ng a record of thte firet Cunference of thme Dominion
I-Evangelical Alliance. Jolin Domugall & Son. 4mno.

volume with reenwed literary and artistic
strength. With snch regular contributors as
Longfellow, Lowell, Bryant, Holmes, Mark
Twain, Bayard Taylor, Howells, Aldrich, Warner,
Parkman, and Dale Owen, the magazine must
sustain its old stand among American perio-
dicals.

ST- NICHoLAS. We can never tire in our ad-
miration of this delightfnl juvenile. Its bright
scarlet cover is of itself an invitation. The editor
assumed a high standard from the initial number,
and has maintained it steadily ever since. She
lias succeeded in publishing the best magazine
for boys and girls which has ever appeared in any
eountry. The present number is a fit pendant
to its predecessors. It glows with beautiful il.
lustrations and teems with a variety of appropri-
ate letter press. The bound volume in red and
gold, which we have not yet seen, must become
one of the best holiday books of the season, bring.
ing together the separate numbers into a continu-
oeus and harmnonious whole. -

OLD AND NEw. The paper on a Life of
Letters read by the editor at Vassar and Cornell,
is worth the price of the present number. Mr.
Hale is always direct and original. He aima at
the medium mid and -his object is practical
improvement. He has infused this s irit into hia
magazine, which is different from all others of its
class, and exercises an influence peculiarly its
own. The present number, besides a series of
iuteresting articles, contains a copious College
Directory, very valuable for reference.

A MARRIAGE ON SPECULATION.
The French entered Amsterdam on the 20th of

January, 1815. The soldiers stacked their arma
on the pavement, and waited anxiously for their
billets for quarters.

Despite the severity of the weather, the citi-
zens turned out in large numbers to welcome
and admire thE veterans in their rage. There was
general rejoicing throughout the city, which for
the most part was illuminated. At the extreme
end of the town there was a single house, whose
dark, forbidding agéect was in stro contrast to
the brilliant appearance of the neighbring build-
ings. It was the residence of the rich merchant,
Meister Woerden. He was completely absorbed
in his commercial operations, and neither knew
nor cared to know what was going on in the po-
litical world ; and, then, hE was too familiar
with the rules of economy to think of squander-
ing candles on an illumination.

At this moment, when all was joy and enthu-
siasm throughout Amsterdam, Meister Woerden
sat quietly in hie big armchair, beside the fire.
On tEe table there was a little brasa lamp, a mug
of beer, and a big clay pipe. On the other aide of
the fire sat an old maid-servant, whose rotundity
betrayed her Flemish ongin. She was occupied
in shoving back the coals that had fallen out on
the hearth, when there came a loud knock at the
street-door.

" Who can that obe? Go and ses," said the
old merchant to the maid, who had risen to her
feet.

A few moments later a stalwart young man
entered the room. He threw off hi. mantle and
approached the finre.

"Good evening, father," said hE.
"How Is it you, William? I did not expect

you back so soon."
" I left Broek this morning, but the rsds have

been made so bad bythe army trains that we
have been the whole da on the way."

"Well, did yon see an Elburgt "
"Yes," said the young man, seating himself

before the fire. "Meister Van Elburg consents to
the marriage, but hE adheres to hie determination
to give his daughter a dowry of only four thon-
sand ducats."

" Well, thon, he may keep his daughter and
hie dowry," replied Woerden, with a frown.

"But, father.-"
"Not a word, my son. At your age we have

no more sense than to sacrifice everything for
love and to despise riches."

" But Herr van Elburg ia the richest merchant
in Holland, and what h does not give now will
be ours at his death."

" Nonsense !" replied Meister Woerden. "Am
I, too, not richt Listen, my son. You will soon
follow me in my business. Never forget these
two rules : never give more thanu you receive, and
unever further another man's interest to the de-
triment of your own. Guided by these principles,
one will botter hia condition in marriage as well
as in trade."

"But father-"
"Not another word, my son-not another

word ! "
William kn .his father tee well te say any-

thing more, but he could net avoid evincing hie
displeasure by hie manner. To this, honeve, tEe
old mn paid ne attention ; E calmnly flhled his
pipe, lighted it, sud began te smoke.

Again thore was s lond rap at tEe street-doo,
nhile at tEe same time tEe doge began te hark.

" Aha !" said Master Woerden, "îit must b. a
stranger, or the doge wouldn't bark se. Go and
ses who it la, William ?

TEe young man went te the window.
" It is ene of tEe militia horsemnen," said Wil-

liam.
" A militia horseman ! What can E nant ?"
At thtis moment tEe maid-servant entered, sud

handed Woerden a botter. He carefully examnined
the seal.

" From tEe Provisiontal Governmnt," said ho.
His hand trembled as E hastily opened the

lettor sud read it, but suddenly tEe oldi tradea-
man's face lighted up uwith a joyouîs expression as
ho cried :
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"Good-good! I accept."
The letter contained an order for four hundred

thousand herrings for the army, to be delivered
within a month.

" William," cried the old man, "I have a ca-
pital thought. You would marry Van Elburg's
daughter and have a handsome dowry with
her ! "

"Yes, father, I would ; but--"
'Well, leave the matter to me," interrupted

the old man. "But see that there are two horses
ready for us to-morrow morning early."

The next morning, at sunrise, father and son
were on the high-road from Ansterdam to Broek
which they reached about midday. They
re red immediately to the residence of Van
Elburg, who, when he saw them enter, cried
out :

" Ah, good morning, Meister Woerden ! Have
yon ed from the Parlezmos ! In any case, you
are welcome.

"No; I fiee from nobody. You know I have
nothing to do with politics. I cone to propose a
good speculation to yen."

'*Yes 1 What is it ?"
'I have an order from the Government for

four hundred thousand herringe, to be delivered
within a month. Can you furnih me with that
number in say three weeks ?

"At what price f"
"Ten florins a thousand."
' Ten florins ! Yes, I will furnish them."
"Very well, and now to dinner ; I am half

famished. At table we will talk of another
matter."

Woerden introduced the subject of the mar-
riage, but Van Elburg could not bepersuaded to
increase the dowry he had offered to give his
daughter to the amountof a single stiver. They
nevertheless decided that the wedding should
take place that day week.

The following day Woerden and his son re-
turned home. Hardly had they left Broek when
the young man asked :

" Then, father, you have changed your
mind ? "

'"How sol"
" Have you not decided to- accept the dowry

offered by Meister Van Elburg?"
" Let me manage the matter in my own way,

my son, and ask no questions."
When the wedding-day came Woerden and his

son returned to Broek. Van Elburg received
them kindly, but he was so flurried and nervous
that William feared he had some bad news for
them. His father, however, had no such nisgiv-
ings ; the old fox knew too well the cause of his
colleagues's disturbed manner.

" hat is the matter, Meister van Elburg?"
he asked, with a sardonic smile. "You seem to
be worried about something."

"Ah, my friend, I am greatly embarrassed, I
must speakwith you."

" What is it ? Have you changed your mind
with regard to the marriage. Spek fraùkly : it
is not yet too late."

"No, no: it is another matter entirely."
"Well, then, let us first proceed with the

wedding ceremony. Afterward I shall be quite
at your service."

The company, therefore, repaired to a neigh-
boring church, and in a few minutes the young
people were husband and wife. When they re-
turned to the house, Van Elburg asked Woerden
to go with him into his private room.

"My friend," began Van Elburg, when lie
had carefully closed the door, "in accordance
with our agreement, I should within two weeks
from now deliver to you four hundred thou-
sand herrings. Thun fer, however, I have not
been able to procure a single one. There are
none in the market ; they have . been all bought
up."

Certainlythev have. I bought themn up
myself," replied Woerden, smiling.

"IBut-but-how about my contract 1 " stani-
mered Van Elburg.

I You will fulfil it. Listen, friend Van El-
burg ; you will some day leave your daughter a
handsome fortune ; I hall leave my son at least
as much ; it is therefore unnecessary to discuss
their future. This, however, is not true of the
present. I shall soon give my entire business to
my son, while you give your daughter only four
thousand ducats. Icould not oppose the wishes
of the youngpeople ; but when I consented to
their union I determined to compel you to do
your duty towards them. With tbis object iii
view I contracted with you for four hundred
thousand herrings at ten florins a thousand, ai-
though I then had all the herrings ini the market.
Now in order te comply with thb.e terme ef your
agreemeut yen must buy from me, and my price
is flfty florins a thousand ; yen have, therefore,
only te pay over te me the aum of sixteen thou-
sand florns and we shall be square."

While Meister Woerden was arriving at this
mercantile deduction, Van Elburg regained his
wonted equanimity.

" I see, I see," said he ; " yen are a clever
tradesman. I amn fairly caught. and must bide'
the consequences."

Their conference ended, the two old merchiants
rejoinedi the wedding company, as though nîothî-
ing unusual had occurred btween them.

A week later, Van Elburg went te Amsterdami,
ostensibly te see his daughter. Now the tables
were turned.

" Ah, meister," cried Woerden, on seeing lis
colleage from Broek, " I amn in a terrible dilem-
ma. he time is approaching when I must de-
liver the four hundmred thousand- herrings. snd
net a cask can I fmnd te put them in ! "

" That does net surprise me," answered Van
Elburg, smiling : " yen bought up ail mny her-
rimgs, and I b'ough1t up aîll your casks!"


