
. Cathlolic Eiancipaiion.

Ilhe Gospel, but whether those, who acknowledge the Supremacy of a
foreign Potentate, and hold, as a part of their creed, an imperative
dutyjiot to keep faith with hereties, (i. e. Protestants,) should be ad-
rnitté to the same civil privileges already enjoyed by Socinians, scep-
tics, and freethinkers. As for the absurdities and superstitions of that
Church, we conceive they can never gainany imporçant proselytes in
the present enlightened age. The miats which the malaria of Rome
has spread over a large portion of Christendom are gradually clearing
away before the bright sunshine of Trutb, which the general system
Of education is shedding forth in the most benighted eorners of His
Majesty's dominions ; and personal experience in variaus parts of
the world has convinced us that of the numerous adversaries by
which our church isheset, Romanists are by no means the most ran-
corous or bigotted. We do not, therefore, feel any morbid dread of
our glorioùs :onstitution in: Church and State sustaining any injury
fron half a dozen, or half a score, Popish aristocrats being admitted
into the' British senate, and merely qual/ifed to hold a few other of-
fices of influence. But older and wiser heads have thought otherwise.
It is a subject on which not only " much may be said on both sides ;"
blit much has been said by advocates pro and con, whose solid judg-
Ment, and patriotic integrity it would be rank calinny to call in ques-
tion. ,We rejoice, therefore,. that it forms not any part of ou duty
to give a decisive opinion en the subject. : But -on ne point we. ill
Venture to decide, viz. that many advocates -for the masure have
treated the opinions and petitions of the clergy of the establishment
in a manner that does no credit to either their .barts .or their heatis ;
and indisputably such men as Mr.O'Connell,,Bbiel, Humç, Brpugham,
&c.-are not ealculated to render that mesure popular withtheBritish
nation. SupjIosing the clergy to be' actuated by no higher motive
than a fear of diniiiution of their secular emolizents, even in tis case
their petitions are entitled to the same respect as that of any other
bdy under similar circunstances ; yet, bave thcy received the respect
»hi0h common dccency demauds? But: our. owo persomal knowledge
of many petitioners induces us to believe that they areingeneral
Þfôn pté by .a higher and holiér motive, viz. a cordial affection for
that established and pure religion of which thcy know thetnselvest to
be thelegitimate guardians, and whiçh tley consider to be seriousiy
endangered.

-We have read the speeches mi both 'des withb considerable inte.
rest. Withôut doubt the Oxonians are proud of their representative,

re. Peel; and we are not a little0--of-our representative, Sir Jhn
-opley. We regret, as the measure has been rejected, that the mna-
jonty against it was not tanre trinuphants aswe feel assured that it

hi h tie the questionshould be decidedly $et ai rest cither one way
Ç other; 'or as long as thequestion continues tò bc agitated, sa

DEg wfll a large mass of the lrish also continue in agitation.
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