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fact, there hangs in the counting-house in
Oxford street an engravng, published in
1842, of a water color drawing by W.
Hunt, representing the interior of the old
laboratory, vith a porter naned Simmions
as the central figure, actually engaged in
stirring a' batch of nitrate of mercury
ointmnent, as witnessed by the label. It
is, moreover, traditional that the same
John Simmlons was permitted by Jacob
Bell to take a fee of half.a-crown from
eaich assistant whom lie initiated into the
mnystery of making the ointment.

UNGUENTUa PICIS.
Parts.

Take of-
Stockholm Tar..... .... ...... 4
liard 'araflin.............. i

blix together ani stir intil iearly cold.
UNGUENTU1I RESIN.

'arts.
Take of-

Itesin .... ...... ........ .
Yellow W ax................. ... 4
Ilard Paraflin................... 3
Soft " ........... 15

leltt hIe resin, ycllow wax, and hard parafin;
add the soft paraflin, and stir uintil cold.

-Phar. Journal (lEng.).

A New Aslatic Remedy.

Anong the imost noted plants employed
iedicinally in parts of Asia in cases of
hydrophobia, leprosy, snake bite, etc., is
the hoangnan, a plant placed by botanists
among the strychnia:. M. Svesserteur, as
illustrating its efficacy, gives an account of
the cure, in Tonquin, of the bite of the
black viper by imeans of this plant, and
two cases of the cure of the bite of the
cobra de caglia, in India, the bite of
which reptile, lie asserts, means simply
death within half an hour. Further,
M. Féron, of India, gives the case of a
boy, seventeen years of age, who was bit-
ten on the hcel by a cobra, the lad's leg
in a few minutes becoming swollen up as
far as the thigh, in less than ten minutes
his sight being completely gone. h'lie
f.rst three pUis restored his siglt and
reduced the swelling of the leg to below
the knec, two more reducing it to the sole
of the foot. At the end of half an hour
no pain w'as felt, except that which was
occasioned by the lesion of the tendon
Achilles, this pain disappearing gradually
and entirely as the voin(l proceeded to
cicatrizatio.-Puldic Iea/th lournal.

Ion>oI-IvitI.-This is a more correct
name for thyroiodin.

Si1No.--A syrupy, brown liquid of a
pecuiliar odor and disagrecable taste,
which is very stable and undergoing no
changes even after a considerable period
of Lime.

SUNzoFOR..-This is the nanie applied
to the ietliylic ether of diiodosalicylic
acid which is obtained by acting upon
essence of wintergreen or salicylate of
methyl with iodine.

New Foreign Pharmasopcelas.

'l'lE RUSSiAN PiIAitAcorEIA.--The
fifth edition of the Russian Pharma.
copçcia will probably be publshed quite
shortly. Its editing has been entrusted
to a special commission, which lias
recently caused to be issued to all phar-
naceutical and medical societies and per-
sons of niedical note lin the empire, proof-
sliets of the list of articles which it is
proposed to incorporate in the new phar-
nacopceia. It is understood that no
fcwertIan 218 preparations mentionied in
the present edition of the work are to be
elimiinated in the new issue. 'lie reason
of this is tliat the Russian plariacist,
like mlost of his continental brethren, is
compelled by law to k-cep in stock ail
articles mentioned in the pharmiiac-pia,
and that this has bect found a heavy
burden upon the sialler chemists. The
prinîciple lias been adopted to incorporate
only those newer remedies of which the
value has been proved by very long prac.
tical experience, and which have couie
into general use.

THttE BFt.Gu.tN PuARM;IAcoPolEA.-A
new suppleient to the Belgian Phar-
niacopæia was to have beei publisled on
January 31st, but the pharimacists, who are
charged with the editing of the work, have
not finisled their duties in tinie. h'lie
Belgian Minister of Agriculture, wli
appears to look after phariacopeial mat-
ters also, lias now extended the time for
preparing the supplenient to May ist.
TFle Belgian Pharimacopoia itseif is also
in process of revision.-Cemiist and
Druggist.

Bleaehing Wax and Stearin.

'lie natural method of bleaching, whicli
stijl remains the best, and of aIl others
alone preserves the iatural characteristic
aroia in beeswax, lies under the single
disability of taking up a considerable time
in its performance. There is, it is truc, a
possibility of shortening the process by
the employnient of ozone for the artificial
enrichinent of the bleaching atmosphere,
but this lias only an insigniificait influ-
ence unless care is taken to preserve the
wax in a certain condition of imoisture.
'l'o supply this ozone we may proceed
by atomizing oil of turpentin'i, or by nak-
ing use of the clectric current. Still,
even under iese circunistances. the blea-
ching process may be protracted for somue
weeks, or even iiontlis ; so that the ad-
valtages of a chemical process capable of
rendering the wax perfectly white in
twenty-four hours canniot be overlooked,
althougl the attenpts hitierto made to
perfune tle bleached wax by the addition
of a small quantity of the uiirefined sub-
stance, or ain artificial oil (" wax oil")
have proved unsuccessful.

Fron a close investigation into the na-
tural method of bleaching il appears that
the duration of the process is influenced
by the following factors : The percentage

of water in the wax; the mioisture of the
air ; the surface of the wax ; the tempera-
turc, and the light. Perfectly dry wax
takes twice as long to bleach as that con.
taining from two to five percent. of water,
whilst on the other hand, air laden with
moisture will only bleach four timnes more
slowly than if quite dry. The most
favourable temperature is 350 C., though
the operation can be effected at as low as
209 C. Diffused sunlight (full daylight)
is alimost as effective as the direct rays of
the sun. The most important factor,
however, is the anount of exposed sur-
face, which should be as large as possible.
To this end the crude wax may be melted
and run into laminm of one-fifth to one-
eighth of an inch in thickness ; or, better
still, made up into an enulsion with
water at 6o0 to 80° C. in a Laval emul.
sifier, and poured ont it cold water, by
which means it is obtained in the form of
extremely snall granules. It is aiso found
that the presence of bleached wax in the
crude wax expedites the bleaching of the
latter considerably.

By utilizing ail these discoveries, Viz.,
melting 50 per cent. of bleaclhed wax with
the crude mass, emulsifying and pouring
out into cold water containing a little oit
of turventine, the bleaching process can
be shortened to forty.eight hlours.

By the aid ofthe emulsifier wax can be
chemically bleached in ten minutes. To
accomnplish this, the wax is emulsified
with shgltly.alkaline water at So' C., and,
after exposing the enulsion to the action
of sodium hypo-chlorite for ten minutes.
a slight excess of hydro.chloric acid is
added, the wax being finally washed with
warn water in the apparatus. 'T7he pro-
duct is, however, inodorous and brittle.

Stearin behaves exactly like wax under
the natural bleaching process, and the
chemical mnethod is also applicable to
Japan and Carnuba wax.-CAemiÀer Zi-

Heart Strain In Cycling.

It is to be regretted that bicyclists are
often seen riding with open mouth. The
evils of mouth-breathing are accentuated
under such conditions, and it is well to
note the cause. With some, this per-
nicious habit was fixed in childhbod.
But when it is observed only after exer-
cise, such as bicycling, il indicates that
the heart and lungs have been subjocted
to undue strain, which should not be
repeated. Medical experience affirms
that so long as the cyclist can breathe
freely with the mouth closed lie is safe, at
least so far as heart strain is concerned.-
Puiblic IHealtzJoutrnal.

UNUso.- This is chemically iodine
resorcin sulphonate of bismuth which is
principally employed for suppositories in
hemorrhoids.

MALAnm.-A new antipyretic which
results from the condensation of aceto-
phenone and pienetid inine. It is met
with in commerce as a citrate.


