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Santritrtors and qurmpunamg

Fore ety
ORIENTAL OQOUPATIONS.~THE
SHEPHER™

DY REV, JoXN DUNDAX, DUNEARTON.

‘While ibe eaxly reoord of our raos is ex
condingly briof, yet somo of ita atatements,
ghort though they bs, ave exceedingly sig
uittexns. Thia is verifed by the simple fao,
that as tho iwo firast-born of our racegrew
up It was neithsr in )gnorant jdleness norin
sinuflar ocenputions, Eroch one, it may be,
olther by hic «ather's wish or bis own indli-
nation, or both, adopted & distinot profes
sion, foxr ¢ Abal was a keoper of sheep, but
Oain was & tiller of the ground.” These
fmportant fadts show that tho first of our
race woro pot tho rnderavages whbich many
suppose, and not a fow assert, gooing that
division of labor and diversity of pureunit
aro over constituont elemonts of advanced
civilization; whereas, in man the savage,
each ona folluws equally all the pursnits
whioh colleotively constitute his manner of
life sud wode of existence. While conjes
ture has it that Oain and Abel had cach &
twin siater, and that the twin of Cain be.
beosme the wife of Abal, and the twin of
Abe} the wife of Oain, w»oaa afford to hu-
mor the fancy, and hopefully conolude that
these two first-born of men, with their
help-mests, wonldencocasfully put forth all
their inventive energy nod bodily vigour in
theis rospeotive pursnits, Adam, too,
while honoured to name the animale,
donbtless knew not x little of their nuture as
well, and this knowlcdge imparied to Abel
must have been of very groat itnportanos to
him as ** a keeper of sheep.”” The sheep
seemns to hiave buen thelimit of Abel'a do
mestioated animals, or it may be therewita
the goat and “the dogs of the flock,” for the
domestioation of he larger oattle appears to
have been reserved to a later age. A3 a
koeper of shaep,” Abel had many illusirious
saocceesors, aud prominent among these
were Abrabam, Isanc, and Jucob, with his
sons, for to Pharaoh they wore instruoted
by Joseph to say ** Thy servants are shep.
herds, both we and also our tathers,” while
to theso may be added Job, Moses, and
David, with others of lesser note.

Bheep were not only very early, but
very extensively domesticated, and formed
a very large eloment of patriarchal wealth.
Abraham and Lot were rioh 1n these. Job
#had fourteon thoueand sheap,” aud at the
dodioation of Solomon's temple * an hun.
dred and twenty thousand sheep " were of-
fored in saerifico, The sheep ia still found
in its nataoral state, ranning wild in the
higher mountainous regions in and around
Persin, What kind ot gheep Abel had we
are nat told, and what kinds the earliest
ahepherd tribes raised in Palestine cannow
only be inferred,and it is highly probable
that they were the eame, or nearly so, as
the common horned variaty of Egypt and
continental Europe. Sheep in the Bast
wore almost wholly white; black sheep
were very rave, yet in upper Eypt they are
sometimes found spookled, and 10 Arabia &
dusky brown. The Syrian sheop is some
what remarkable for its broad fat tail,
weighing in ordinary eircumstances ten or
fifteen pounds. Flocks of the earlier breed
still exist in Syria, littie ohaaged. Theyare
chiefly white, with horas, aud they are of-
ten black and white about the face and feet,
and with tails gomewhat longer, broader
and thicker thau the Earopean, Their fleece
is poor aud their flash is not very savoury.
While the care of tho flock was under the
general supexvision of him * whose own the
shepp are,” the more immediate attend.
ance therson was frequently delegated not
simply to servants, but also to the sons, and
daughtors too, of the household. In the
gummer the flocks were generally led to.
wavd the north, or ocoupied the higher and
more mountainous distriets, and in the
winter they returned again fo the south, cx
sought pasture and shelter in the valless.
In the earlier period of pastoral life no
family or tribe were proprietors of the pas-
ture grounds they ocoupied in these wide-
spread commons called ¢ desert,” or * wil
derness,” but in later times the long pos.
aession of & tract, and especially the dig-
ging of & well thereon, gave agknowledged
validity to theclaim, and not unfrequently
on sccount of their scarclty aund oost, &
well with its pastoral surronundings, wae
held in common by more proprietors than
one. In those wide sheep walksand moun.
tain raoges of the East the shepherd was
ever with his flock by dav and by night to
number and gather them, to pravide for
aud protect thom, He was thue ezposed
to all the changes of the woathor, ard
thus Jacob eays, **in the day the drought
eoncumed me and the frost by night,” and
seventeen oenturies after, there was 1the
game oustom and oare, for then we read o
# ghephords abiding m the field keeping
watoh over their flock by night.” Bus be
stdes all this the shepherd has to do and
$o dare, and has ever to go srmed for the
protestion, at once of himself and bhn
chubge; be musl ever be ready to proteot
his choep, whetbor agamnst the thief who
« gometh not but for to steal and to kili
and to destroy " them, or the wolf who
« gatoheth them ™ foxr a similar purpose.

Many aticrfug sdveniures with wild beasis,
such as these reconnted by David, aconr,
zud tha shephord hag off do put ke life
in his haud to defend bis fleck, ard in

stanoces are not rare in whieh ho hae bravely,
yot cheexfully, given hislife in doadly con-
fiot eithor with haman plundorers or anis
mal depradators for their proteotion,
and & rocens travellor tolls of a fine
faitaful fcltow who instead of flesing, 2c-
tually fonght thres Bedawin robbers
antil he was hnoked to plocos and died
smoug the skeop he was so nobly defond.
ipg, From the faet of the Eastorn shep-
herd being ro much with his sheep, and
away from the abodes and nssociations of
men, a8 well ag thelr coatinaal movings,
thora grows up botween bim and them, not
only & mutunl knowlodge, but also & mutual
attachment. ko beanufully graphic and
sioguiarly aff-oting outhne, whioh dur Lord
gave of shepherd hfe in His day, is no less
a pioture of the present than of the pust.
To the sheep wore given names, and thoy
soon learned alike to know their own
names as well as the voice of their keeper.
Now, a8 then, tho shephord * ealleth his
own sheep by name and he goeth bofore
them and the sheep follow him for they
kuow his voice.” A recant traveller pas-
atng by & fluck of sheep, asked the ghep-
hord to eall one of the sheep, and un doing
8o it immediately left its pastorsge and its
companions; and came ruoning to the
shepherd wilth many signs of manifest satis-
faction, but if & stranger calls they inetantly
1ift their heads, priek up their ears, and
opon their eyes wide in alarm, and if the
oall is ropeated they *‘will flee from him,
for they know mot the voice of strangers.”
Thus the shepherd loads, while * the dogs
of the flock ” either walk along with their
master or bring up the rear as they are re-
quired, These dogs however are not like
our fine faitaful fellows the collies, the
friends and companions of their maaters,
but they are mean, snesking and ill-con-
ditioned, with nothing that is noble or at.
tractive about them. The sheep, however,
soon learn to become obedient to the shep.
herd's oall, whethor it be to check their
rovinge towards the uafenced grain, or to
lend them to otlier pastures by day, or to
tho fold at night. In ordinary oircum.
stanoes the shepherd does not in reahty
JSeed his flock, but siwmply leads them to
where they oan gather for themselves.
During the continuance of long drought
however, whon the heavens are as brass
and the earth ag iron, when the herbage is
dried up, snd the sheep go bleating and
pining over their withered pastures, the

sheplierd, it is said, oft olimbs the rugged
rook, or traverses the hidden watercourse,
and gathers, sometimes at his own peril,
a soauty sapply for those that are most
needy. Neither in the gaverities of sum-
mor's drought, nor winter’s snow, sre the
flucks fed like ours from the oultured pro.
duots of the fielde, but are oft gathered to-
gother in the woods where the faithful
shephiords do not out down the trees, but
climb them, and with busy hand, in sum-
mer, strip them of their leaves, or with
hatohet in‘hiand, in winter, lop off the lessar
twigs, which falling to the ground, the sheep
browsé thereon, as we have oft seen them
jn our own country in the days of other
years, Inthe warmer weather flocks were
watered twice in the day, at noon and
about sun setting, This duty was some-
tuues performed by yottng women, and
thus wo read thut * Rachel came with hor
father'ssheep,” and this waa at ¢ high-day,"
a8 &80 we read of Rebckah coming to the
well in * the evening." These wells were
often deep, and in consequence it was no
easy matter to draw water for s lavge flock.
From the eoaroity of water in many places
1n the East, & well of water was not only
of great value, but it became & common
snd sigoificant emblem of rich blessings,
erpeoially of a apiritual kind, se that God
Humeelf is called a * fountain of living
watexs,”

Ia earlier titner, and in theso eastern
countries, the mode as well as the material
of liviug was excteding simple, and tuus
the fluck furnished the greater part of their
requirernants, We read of the outseiting
of the table of & *“ very rich " man in early
days, who eutertained angels unawares,
This connisted of three measures of fine
meal made iuto “cakes upon’ the hearth,”
and with these * he took butter, and milk,
aod the calf which he had dressed, and set
it before them, and he stood by theém uader
atree aud they did eat,” Thas excepts
hittle grain for bread, and a fow poles for
tonts, our prinutive forofathora with their
simple tastes, and inexpensive habite,
nevded but httle for food or raiment, or
housing, or farnishiog, which their flucks
did not produce, He had thas flash when he
chose, which in the warmer weatuer was
but seldom used ; while every day abund.
ance of milk and butter and clicess gave a
healthy relish to his simple meal. Their
batter was somewhat diffsrent from ours,
both in itself and in ite mode of manufas.
tare. A bottle formed from an eniire skin,
is 6lled with milk, and then by kneading,
twisting, sud shakipg, buiter is at length
praduced. When thus made it in taken
out, boiled or molted, and then pat into
bottles xade of goata' skine, In winter it
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resomblag candied hogey, but in summsr
it fe more oil. Tho butter, howsvoer, whish
Jael offored to Sisera, and with Jab washad
hix stops, was not buiter but ratuer sour
milk or batter milk. Bulter was eaten by
tkew not en tho bread as with us, but with
the broad, or to the bread. It is heat when
it is now and comparatgggly moft, and in
this state large ynantitias are conenwed-
In the Bast tho sheop are eatd to bring
forth thelr young twico in tho year, aad
not unfroguently boar twine, It is aleo
said that thoy aro shorn twics in the yesr.
The time of shoop-shoaring was one of
great bustlo aud festivity, The flock was
ocollusted in an nacovered enslosure, oalled
the fold, and lero thoy wero caught
a8 they woro needed, and their font tled
togother proparatory to beiny flecood, and
the whole season whiok lasted for daya to
gother was one of mnwonted bustling
activity, healthfnl hilaxity, and fostive en-
juyment,

Fow figuras, it any, more graphioally
oubline, in sentiment and sympathy the
intimato relationship of Jesus and his
. eople, than docs the piolure parable of the
shepherd and his sheep, In it we see the
simple and tho beautiful, the tonder and
the touching, harmoniously blended and
embodied in ono. "There we seo the lost
and the found, the bountiful provision and
the benavolent protestion, There we see
a lifo of unwearied anxiety and activity, and
a death of nuspeakable agony and igno-
,miny. Nothing else conld eithex show the
.p Wer or servo the purposa of His love, and
nothing less ocould’ either express its
warmth, or exhibit its worih, all showing
Him not only mighty to love, but ¢ mighty
to save.” And oh, bowcomfortingand con-
#oling the trath, that He is now as He was
then, * the same yeaterday to-day and for
over," oonsecrating alike our hearis and
our history, and loving us with an affeo.
tion such as earth’s highest rolationships
oan never exhibit, or its united language
oan never express. Seo the sorrowing
huart-strﬁqﬁxen mother sitting by the couch
of ber suffering child. Wateh her wistful
and unwenried eare, as with sleepless vigil-
aneo she tenderly, a3 & mother only can,
smootha its little pillow, fans its fevered
oheck, and moietens ita parched lips. Oh,
what & tonching picture of earth’s truest
and most tender affection, ardent as it is
unexhaneted, yot even of such does our re-
deeming God say * she may forget, yet
will I not forget thee."

EXPENSES OF DELEGATES TO
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Mg. Eprror,—Will you permit me to ask
through the medium of your paper, why it
happeus that while other Presbyteries are
making provision for defraying the travel-
ling expenses of their dolegates to the en-
suiug meeting of the General Asgombly at
Halifax, the Toronto Presbytery is making
no move i the matter,

In our oivil affairs the duty of paying the
serviees of those we eleot to represent our
interests in parliament, and those who are
sammoned from our midst to gerve on
jaries, is fally recognized and sacted upon,
and is it less imperative as a duty on the
Ohurob, to assist it least, in paying the
travelling expenses of thuee she sends o
represent her interests, and trausact busi.
ness in her Qourts ?

Our ministers are not generally overpaid,
and among oue elders are men in ordinary
olrcumstances, and therefore, it is thonght,
no reason oan be shown why the whole
burden of he expense should fall on the
delegaten, or why, as it is the business of
the whole Chareh, that has to be transsoted,
the whole should not be oalled upon to aid
in meeting the expenses. Yours truly,

ExtuIry.

OUR SABBATH BCHOOLS.

Mz. Epiror,—A. report of the siate of
our Sabbath achools will no doubt be hand.
ed in to the General Assembly of ounr
Qharch, soon o meet. For onel was a
little disappointed with that of last yesx;
asmugh as I beliaye it tb have been
drawn up witbout statistios having been
obtained. It was tho ficst report of the
Thuid Ohoroh, and many are desirous of
finding out facts and figures as fully as
possible-in this important depariment of
our work.

The fow facts that we get in other reports
ate guite inadequate to giving us a view of
the working of our gohools.

Tuero is one thing in particular I would
like to know: How many of eur achools
are engaged in distiotly misslonary work?
That is only one amhong many othor things
that it is desirable we should have,

Iwprovements are néeded in many quare
ters, aud no doubt.a fall.xepork founded on
statistios would give s siimulus in the
right direction. MinisTRR,

April 244 1871,

S————

Tar Missionary churches in Japan, be-
langing to the various Presbyterian deno-
minations have desided upon.a union,

Dg, Jxssup, of Beiruf, writed that xha
598 Liad recontly ?rbwh up & whals 60 feet
Jldug near Tyre, &t nbott the same spot

re‘the whale threw up Jonah 2,700
y RO -
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For £ Presbyterion)
THE BLIND AND THE DEAL.

THK BLIND:
¥ sing to theo whio hast the power of aight:
Whoan eye {§ dimmed not by a pall of night,
Who sea'st the world o W ndyous and 50 fair,
And ull those orbs beyond the roalms of alr.

1#ing of thee to whom this boon g0 groat,
By some mysterious way of 1ife and fate
e seal'd, unkuown, aud no'er enjoyed at all:
Who d0st, 12 hope, fer future movey cail,

Whose sout o ishrouded thus frowa onsward Hght,
D: th offer yanxn to have the powor nt slght,
Doth yesra to e the fo1n whoas veiceho hears,
And seo that sun, whivh gaides the rolling yoers

Go, find tt om. thon, who art with vision bleat §

Go,gomfors dhoer, and southethe troubled breast,

Aud pray that thoy to whara no sleht is given,

May have thelr souls illum'd with Ught from
heaven,

THE DEAP.
1 sing to thee, who bast tho pawer to hear;
Yhozo soul 81 ot debarrad from vo:ces denr;
Who hoarost sounds tht dd the mingd {uspire,
The tompest's shrivk, tho swood roscunding Ivre.

Ising of theoin whom the thunder’s roll
Inspircth noither dread nor awa of souls
Around whom doth a world of sflonce relgu,
Although tt.e lightnings gleam above the plafu.

‘Who sees the birds, that it among tho trees;
Who seos tho waves and feels the cooling broezs;
Andyet to him thess all in sile cogo?

O how he seeks tho time, twill not be sal

O thou who art not of this boon berett
Should'st see that these enjoy the blessings lett,
And do thou tell them that tue time will be,
11 good, whon they shall hear as well as seo,

G. 8.

For the Presbyteran,}
COMMUNION OF SAINTS.

Wo all believe in this dootrine. It
oconsists partly, as the Qonfession of Faith
has it, “'in performing suoh other spiritual
rervioes aatend to their mutual edifieation.”
Of this communion of sainis ¢in each
other’s gifts and graces,” the Confession
moreover says: * which communion, as
God ¢ ffereth opportanity, is to be extended
unie ull those who in every place oall upe
on ‘ue name of the Lord Jesue.”

e oall speédial atiention to the words
—"a8 God offereth opportunity *—for in
this regard we have much given u»,
and therefore much for which to acsount.

Ouars is an age abounding in inventions.
Telography and steam have brought us
into & large place. Thoy have given mind
and body a eort of omnipresent power,
compared with former times. Thought
is wafted over the earth in a few hours,
for multitudes in most distant regions to
receive and ponder over. Moen can go far
aud wide now-a-days, to enforee by person.
al presence, their ideas upon their follow.
men. And one hesitates to epeculate up-
on the marvels in this direction which
remain to be accomplished by telephony.
Verily for good or evil, men are becoming
in this respéct rulors over many things.

Oue important resnlt attending this spe-
oies of poweris the purifying of men's
thoughts and parposes.

‘When their means of intercommuniea-
tion with each otier were slender, sectional
Jeslousies and bigofries, as a consequence,
warked their relations to each other.
Having seenn but little they wanted but
little, and beoame by custom and exclusion
so-attached to it that they were in danger
of doing other than wanting * that listle
long”! They inclined to guage the eter-
nal sphere by their lceal mesurements.
As their inter-communion with each other
increased, their thoughts became larger
and truer. Enrichment in the quality and
quantity of ouracquirements, material and
mental, {8 the result of interohangs, alike
of commodities or ideas. We aro physioal-
ly benefited by the North giving us its
fare, and the South its fruite. So theught
oontributed from varlons quarters enriohes
our spiritual treasury, not only in quaniity,
but peculiarly so in quslity.

Belisf ought now to be strempthened
in the existence of *the Holy Uatholio
Ohureh,” on acsount of the enlarged means
of inter-communion put providentially
within our resoh in our day. Believers
can now oarry out more fully into astion
thoir belief in the docirine of the com-
munion of saints, one psrt of whioh is
rendering *“servioes which tend }o mutyial
edifioation.” '

Ove way in which such service may
be rendered regularly and thereforo ef-
feotively is through the religions press.

It is no mean privilege for the Church to
have a weekly interchange of thonght pre.
sentod fothe minds ofallits nembers. Think
wliat & boon it is to have brother A, deliv.
ering himself upon some important toplo
one week, aud brother B. next week in
kindly vein oorreoting or supplementin
the deliverances of the previous week,
In this manner may we not in some moa-
sure have, as & churoh, weekly religious
conferences, ministers’ meetings, socientific
and ecclesinatioal discussions, ets., efe,,

A religlons paper by turning, in & pro.
per manner, the mind of the Churoh tothe
same subjects of thought snd endeavor,
cannot but grestly promote sud maintain
uaity of iuterest and alm in the Churoh,

A paper is & vetit through which are kept
aolive the fires of healtufal thought, and
foeling, and purpose. Undue siristoest in
the admiialon of matiers to its coltntus,
like stopping up the ohimney, Will catibe
stnoke, sad ight resnlt in pracioatlyput.

ting out*{ia Aire. “Bas ihen it must 6]
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wombored that there'ds sudh an avil as tog
wide a vent, Worse than il in throwing
ved pepper on the fire, Lo} ous denomina.
tional orgun, when it comes to us week by
wack, oome wnoi freighted with aorld
thoughis, or stinging saroasm, or-uucherit.
able inuendo, or jealous dopreciuilon,
These aro essentinlly * a Savour of death
unto death.” They benellf no one and
hurt many, and noue so much #o, as the
ono from whom they issue.

By all means lot the truth be spoken,
bu: lot it be ever in love, Let us follow
atter the things whorowlth one may
edify another. * Kuowledge puffth up,
ol-ority edifiarh.” Orro.

OBITUARY.

The Iate Mra. Douald O. Brown, of Ar.
thar, who died suddenly on the 4th inat,,
was born io the year 1¢88 in the fown.
saip of West Gwilhmbury, and was at the
time of bor death in hor thirty-nintk year,
TLough out off at & comparaiively early
#g0, she has left a large family and a num.
erous oirele of friends to lament the loss of
sn affoctionato parent, and & remarkably
kind, constant and eincere friend, Har
resldence was conveunisutly situated on the
Owen Sound Road, and many wers the
weoary strangers that enjoyed her hospltalis
ty, for she could turn no one away with.
out trying all in ber power to make him
comfortable; indeed, 8o noted was she for
entertnining strangers that her home hag
been frequently called the * Strangers’
home." She was brought up as a Preshy.
{erinn, and continued until her death a
consistent, liberal and exemplary member
of her church., Many ministers of the
Goepel, who, when the modes of traveling
were not n0 numerous or sonvenient as at
prosent, had oceasion to call on her, expers
ieneed the cheering influenes of her conver.
sation, and, her many acts of kindriess; for
waiting ou #neh messengers was always
to ber a source of paxrticnlar pleasure, Her
hospitality was equalled by her oharily,
and the liberality with whioch she, in pro.
portion to her meaus, contributed fo all
religious and edunoational schemes. The
fanera! was » fitting tribute to the memory
of one so widely and favorably known, and
it was admitted by all to be the largest
coneourse of people ever seen on such an
ocoasion in this locality, The bereaved
husband and family have the sympathy of
the community.—QOox,

Arthur, March 28, 1877.

Random Readings,

Norring purifies the eonseience but the
blood of Chriet, and everything that de-
nies it is high treason against the King of
Kings,

‘Waex thy Isst hour is come, thou wilt
begin to have a far different opinion of
thy whois life that is past, and be exeeed-
ing sorry that thou hast besn so eareless
and remise,

Cuumrr yoursalf to Him 3 onst your oave
upon Him, and He will care for you. et
Christ be your scope nnd mark to aim at;
lat Him be your patternto work by; let
Him be your enmesmple to follow ; give
Him, as your Lesrt, 20 youe hand—as your
mind, s0 your tongue—as your faith, so
your feet; and let His Word be your ean- .
dle to go before you. He that gather.
oth not with OChrist seattereth abroad.—
Bradford.

** MaDE in the likeness of men " (Phil.
ii. 7). Ohrist’s inearnation is Israel's conm.
solation; for all sound comfort stands in
happiness, all happiaess in fel'owship with
God, and all fellowship with God is tbrough
Cbrist; who, for this oauge, being
very God, beoame very msn, that
He might reconcile God to man and
man to God; He beoame little that we
might be great; the Bon of man, that wé
might be the sons of God.~DBoys.

#Mo.paY's duty is no disobarge for to-

Jmorrow: every day hos ils own perem

tory demand upon us, not only for repeti
tion but advancement. Itisa gaying of 8,
Basil, that the soul would starve, as well
a8 the body, without a édontibual renewal
of its proper food'; aud 8t. - Puul'd matto in
the midet of etush = ootirse of laboxr aud
aotivity a8 would quite have sunk $he
npi;i(za of another man was, *Forward.'”
-— am. ' '

“Tae sargest and clearest ptiné can
pover assistour sight as long &8 & cbvering -
remains befors our eyes, . Tha best coms
mentary oannot enlighten the mind until
the voil is taken away from the bheart.
how needful then is thé prayer, Uuveil—
open Thou mine eyes, that [ may behold
the wondrous things that are in the Iaw!
Lot the veil be taken away from the law
that I may nuderstand it, and from my
heart that I may receive it."——Rev. 0.
Bridges. '

OUR BOME I8 NGT HERE,—*' Seek yo first
the kingdom of God, and Hia righteond-
noss 3 and all thess things shall be added
anto you,®' (Matt. vi. 88), There is not
one amongst us who does not need to be
porpetanlly reminded, amilst the toils, or
‘tho distresses, or the anxieties, or the
pleasures of this life, that he also is bab
‘i utranger and s pilgrim upon earth.”
Not one who does not perpetuslly need
to lifs up that humbls prayer,  Lord, ine
orease ourfaith,’ Not one, therefors, who

bas not smple wanse {0 reosive
and to uee with devout wade
sll those gracions mesus with which

our heavenly Father has blesesd us,

in order to stréngthen cur sonviction of liis
faithfuloee, sud to invigorate our hopd '
and teast; untll, var pilgr be path -
our rase ruu, snd we aé length, thronght,

the presiour blood of Obrist, receive amoug -,
them that Are

olotnal inheritanev." B, Howhine - -

, “ihe promies of M

wF




