ROCKS RESOUNDING PRAISE,

BY THE REV, A. M'HLROY WYLIE,

Every child, not to speak of the in-
experienced believer, wonders how that
dumb creation ean praiso the Lord. 8o
it seomed n strained conception to us in
our childish yoars, Hora is the glorious
Psalmist buginuing his compositions,
though inapired, yet in a very natural
way, by pronouncing the blessings upon
{he man who companies with them who
fear the Lord: « Oh! the blessinga™ (he
bursts out in an impetuous way) ¢ of
the man that walketh not,” ete.; and
then by a steady and sublimo gradation
through one hundred and fifty stops, he
concludes in that thrilling elimax, of
threo parts, ealling upon all creation to
unite in praise to ¢ Him who spake and
it was done, commanded and they wero
created.”

In this gradation or dQovclopment,
there lies a most profitable lesson to
serve both as a guage, and a guide to
overy boliever's experience,

The man who hides the law of God
in his heart, who doth meditate in His
law day and night, is ho whose first
stage insures all that follows in  the
course of n successful development, He
noveyr, when passing through tho worst
darks and dangers of & fearful ordeal,
loses the consciousness of that final
satety which is conveyed by the persua-
sion of the guardian presence of * Him
who keapeth watch within the shadow."
And when he reaches the end of his
psalm-singing — when he has gons
through all the phases of the minor key
as well as touched the chords of the
major—he finds himself ushered into
that vast, glorious choir which stands
in front of the whole of God's creation
as one mighty organ, and joins in with
the choral harmony of the whole heavens
and the whole earth—when angels gnd
celestinl hosts, sun, moon, and stars;
fire, hail, snow, and vapor; ‘stormy
winds, mountains, and hills; beasts and
cattle; creeping things and flying fowl;
kings of the earth and all people; princes
and judges of the carth; young men
and maidens; old men and young chil-
dren—praise the name of the Lord,
And when a man reaches this stage of
devolopment he carries the symphony
of heaven in his soul, and the birds of
paradise lodge-upon the branches of his
moditation,

And why is this that nature forms
one vast choral harmony to the man
wlo catches, or, rather, grows into and
up to the Psalmist’s apirit ¢ There is a
divine philosophy in it. Any one who
has spoken in a variety of public build-
ings ﬁnow that in some le is not in
tune with the vibrations of the materials
which surround his person; while in
others hig voice floats out in an agree-
agreeablo unison with the piteh of the
entire edifice. In the former case he
feels out of joint; ho is made uneasy,
and if of a sensitive temperament, the
seeming mockery of his surroundings
rolls back upon him in repeated and
pertinacious discords.

In the Jatter case, his whole nature is
tremulous with the sweet concords which
float in the atmosphere around him, and
he feels that the whole situation aids
him in his discourso. Now, what takes
place in these limited surroundings is
daily enacted throughout the entire
earth, and on a scale gigantic as nature,
and as extended as the entire race of
mankind,

Pocts on a lower plane, converse with
nature, hear harmonies, and see visions
which aro denied to more grossly-tem-
pered mortals. .

The grentest division, however, in the
voices of nature is drawn upon the plane
of man's moral and spiritual being,

When fire, hail, snow, and vapor,
mountainag and hills, are voeal with the
praiso of God, it is because these praises
are echoes, and echoes are secondary,
and the primary must be in ourselves.
Echoes must have a source, as much so
as the tuneful vibrations of the strings
in tension imply a skillful performer at
the keys. Aud when rocks and hills
sing & hymn of praise to God in our
hearing, it is because that hymn has al-
ready been composed and sung within
the tuneful recesses of our own hearts
within.

At the very same moment wa are
standing in an entraneed attitude listen-
ing to the symphony of the rocks, there
is another figure on the other side of
the hill, fixed in horror at tho undying
wail of another echo. It is the unprin-
cipled plntter ngainst tho weal of his
human kind—perhaps he is & murderer
of human lifo or virtue, and he hears
not tho choral measures which entrance

our car; he hears curses instead of
%lessiugs, and the horrifying echo of his
foreshadowed fate rasps an organization
already inflanied, and fearfully out of
tune with tho whole of God's creation
and the entire course of His providenco.

Nature thus becomes a vast mirror,
not of appearances only, but a reflectivn
throughout the whole range of human
-experience.

Theso rocks, resounding praise, be-
comc mighty teachers of overlasting

rinciples, which cvery man ought to
earn, aud whether learned or not, never
-oan be fricked or avoided, so that they
shall ‘fail of their.hearing: ¢ Berinons

in-atones" is something more ‘HAH a
figuer of the poet's imagination, and wo
may speak iruly, tog, of rowards and
rotributions in stones, It is a glorions
thing to be brought into harmony with
the whole crention of God, and it is a
terrible thing to be st discord with all
the works of the Creator.

He alono is put in tune with tho na-
ture and government of God. who can
hear firs and hail fulfilling his Word, as
woll as snow and rain. Rely upon it,
if your inmner lifo is in holy acenrd with
the revenled Word of God, you shall
find all creation rc-echoing tho songs
and praises which have already been
firgt sot to notes, traced by the spiritual
finger of the Divine Rernvator upon
both your mind and heurt at the hour
of your conversion, and havo been ro-
stored, in ever-increasing distinetnoss,
throughout tho wholo course of your
santification,

HAVE PATIENCE,

The Scripture has said that we have
need of patience, and we have indecd.
Certainly in this lifo one has opportu.
nities enough to exerciseit, and whether
it be a quality of the mind, or an act of
the will, or & stato of the heart, it is to
bo cultivated by everybody who desires
to get on well and easily through earthly
experiences,

The sick or wounded man whom the
doctor tends with assidious earc he ealls
his patient. And in one sense we are
all patients, for is not the world one vast
Lospital, the abodeof overy form of pain?
Yet how fow patients exemplify their
name,

Patience may relate to labor, or to
expectation, or to bodly suffering, or to
injuries reezived. Except in a figur-
ative way God cannot stand to us as an
enbodiment of the virtue which He here
enjoins upon us, and yet we may brace
ourselves for the duty by a glance nt

.

To be patient in labor we have onlyto
remember that from everlasting God has
been working out His processes, There
is no sense of the lapse of time to Him,
yet as wo conceive of Him thereis, His,
work has been slow, toilsome. ‘The
world grew. The race has crept. And
God has hastened neither. Hehasfaint-
ed not, neither has he been weary. '

To be patient in expectation we have
only tc remember how slowlyhave eome
to God the fruits of His plans, In the
beginning when he laid the foundations
of the earth, Ho foresaw results to his
glory which are even now in the far dis-
tant future. Bui he waits until His
truth and His Providence, naturally’
working, biing about things to please
Him, Zud shall we be weary in our
short term of well doing? If God can
wait the fruit of our labors cannot we ?

To the paticnt in suffering, we ma
not, to be sure, fortify ourselves wit
the thought that (:}ody knows anything
of pain, but we do know that the God-
man bore our sickness, that, tempted in
all pointslike as we are, He is touched
with a feeling of our infermities, and
that the grace of one like Him is fully
sufficient for us in every bodly anguish,

And tobe prtient under injuries re-
ceived, we have only to remember Him
who bore the taunts of envy and the in.
dignities of contempt and the abuse of
hatred without a murmer. There hns
been one, at least, who, when reviled,
hasg not reviled again,

Lot the Christian then stand in his
lot, patiently, with his hand to the work
and}l)ﬁs eye on God. If their is labor
to be done, let him do it with diligence
o the end. If the fruits are witheld, lot
him not be discouraged. If their is
pain to be borne letbe uncomplainingly.
If their is malice to be encountered let
it be without a word.

So having done the will of God he
may receive the prowmise.—The Congrs-
galtonalist.

QUEEN ANNE AND DR. SOUTH.

It is related of Dr. South, who was
chaplain in ordinary and conrt preach-
er to Queen Anne of England, thatafter
service on one occasion the Queen was
graciously pleased to say to him, “Doc.
tor, you have preached an excellent ser-
mon to-day; I wish you had taken time
{0 make itlonger.”

“May it please your Majesty,” ho re.
plied, I wish I had taken time make it
shorter,”

The remark of the Queen and the re-
plyof the preacher were indicativoof the
respeotive mental powor and caltivation
of each ; hers, of the immature judge-
ment of an uninformed mind; his, the
proof of the accomplished scholar and
skilful writer. It costs no great effort
compartively, to write a long sermon,
or a discursive, rambling essay. Such
& production ofthebrain may be thrown
oé’_ at a single heat; but sift and analyze
the thought, and fo simplify and con-
dense the language so astobring it with.
in the limits of twenty or thirity minutes
of {ime, or of two columns of a public
journal, require much longer study.
And it is study that pays. 1t pays in
the pulpit and it paya'in the press. The
lights in‘the sanctuary of God should be
supplied with beaten oil, and'the busy
publio hiavs no timie o throw awuyon
crwde compositions in religious journals,
*Brovity is ths sonl of Wit." -

BRTTISE AMBRIO AN

“I had uwed tobacco many yenrs;
they were, however, years of darkness,
when people generally chowed, and
smoked and drank to their hoart's con-
tent. I nover serionsly tronbled myself
about the morality of the habit, and still
I ought to say that though I never
thought it decidedly wrong, I never
thought it right. A text of Seripture
applied by the Spirit of God cured 1ue.
Whoen rending the Bible, ane morning,
in my family, I came to this passage:
“Whethor ye eat or drink, or whatsoever
ye do, do all to the glory of God.' [
was having some trouble with a redun-
dant amount of saliva just that moment;
I was drooling and spitting aud all that
sort of thing, when suddenly somathing
told mo T was wrong; T felt like a guilty
map, and I esclamed, < Wifo, wifo!
How ean I glorify God by chewiny to-
bacco ?* Thus moved, I threw my idol
into the fire and have never resumed
its use,

¢¢ Some moen protend that it is a mere
trifle to drop tobaceo, and laugh about
it, but I had & tussle, and it has proved
a great ovent in my life. I was relieved
of nn intolerable incubus; I got my free-
dom, and was made & happier man in
sonl and hody.

«I have saved a good deal of money.
True, I used the article in it1 least ex-
pensive form. I never pmd half so
much for my *Cavendish” and ¢ fine
cut,” as gentlemen pay for their costly
cigars, bul I dare say I have saved
enough already to pay for a hundred
copies of the W-rd o{ God to give to
destitute families,

“I have saved & good deal of time.
The process (take it as a whole) of buy-
ing, chewing and expectorating, wasles
no little amount of time; some English
Lord says a snuff-taker wastes n twen-
tieth part of his time, two yeavsin forty,
in manipulating bis snuff-bos. Be that
a8 it may, I havo savel a great deal of
precious time which I once was ecn-
suming upon this preniciousindulgence.

“I have soved myself from a great
denl of mortification. Vulgar men would
somelimes ask me for a quid before
others, and as tobacco users, like Freo
Masons, understand ecach other, and
have a fellow feeling, I could not deny
them, and finding myself on a grade
with the most ecommon-place men, I
would submit fo the mortification. In
public halls, in churches- and prayer-
meetings, when my quid has swollen to

‘fearful dimensions, I have been puzzled

to know when and how and where to
apit, and it sometimes required skillful
generalship to get out of the scrape. I
had some. trouble with this habit at the
communion table. I knew that as a
Christian, my body should be the temple
of the Holy Ghost, and I was conscious
that I was defiling that temple. Thero

.seemed to be an incongruity between

my handling tobacco aud handling the
bread and wine, consecrated emblems
of the body of Christ. As I passéd these
elements from pew to pew,
thought that the looks of my mouth,

.and the odour of my person betrayed

my impure habii, and that in the view
of the purest men and purest women in
our Church I stood at a discount in
consequence of this very thing,

I have no sermon to preach to my
fellow elders in our churehes, but
could I reach them, I would say, dear
brethren, ‘Be ye pure that bear the
vessels of the Lord, taste not, touch
not this nauscous and polluting thing.
The habit is anti-Christian, Let us
banish the heathenish thing at least
from our churchos, and thereby purify
the waters of the sanctuary,'” T,

THE FOREIGN DEMAND,

The demand for Presbyterian mini-
sters from the mother country in Ameri-
ca and British colonics, is beeoming more
than usually great. Since the Rev. Mr.
M'Laren, the English Presbyterian min-
ister of Brighton, went to Australia for
thebenefit of his health, hie has received
no fewer than three calls from congre-
gations, The Rev. Mr. M'Leod, tho
Free Chuich minister of Campsio, only
last week demitted his charge in order
to proceed to the colonies; and it was
stated at the last meeting of tho Irish
Presbyterian Board of Missions that four
or five of their ministers had left for
Caneda, New Zealand and Australia.
In India the Established and Free
Church of Scotland are greatly in need
of men a8 missionaries. At the meet-
ing of the Glasgow Established Presby-
tery on the 8rd ult., the Rev Dr, Nor-
man McLeod said they would ve glad to
have threc or four missionaries at every
atation, ; but they were in immediate
want of seven men to bring up their In-
dian Mission to its former strength.
'he Free Church Colonial Committeo
have ordained the Rev. Anthony Yeo-
man, one of their probationers, to the

astoral oversight of tlie Presbyterians
the Falkland Islands; and is stated

‘that he will be the first Presbytarian

minister who has ever landed on these
distant Islands. The United Prosby-

terians are a ing for miuion:iy
tgen“fucl&hﬁpe"‘fggm“' ir, Trinidad,
India and China,

sometimes

‘points of their boots, to do the work of

A correspondent of the Halifax Citizen
writes:—*It may not beuninteresting
ta your muimerons resders to hear ‘he
account of the ages of soven of a-family
Ly thio namo of Logan, all living in this
county, with the vseeption of Tsaac, whio

THE DANGER OF SEEMING 10
BE BETTER THAN YOU ARE,
Now, I think, if wo closely observe

ourselves, o best of us will find a ten.

devey in us to lapse into a lethargio

lives in Taro, the ages of which com-
bined veach the enormons figuresof 651,
viz.: Matthew, in his 89th venr: Jaase
in his 87th; Thomas in dus 7uth : Wil-
liem, in his 77th ; James, in his 76th
David D, in his 78rd; and Reheceain |
Lier 71st. Their parents were born in i
Ireland, Tingh Logan in tuo county An-
trisn and hiswife Margaret in the connty
Derrv.,  They both cameo to tlnscoun-
try shortly after tho French luft, and
were amongst the first linglish settlers
in Cumberland, and lived in Ambherst
till the days of their death, honored and
rospected, which, of a truth, ean be said
of all their children, who are all mem-
bers of the Presbyterian Chureh, with
the exception of Thomas and William,
who helong to the Baptist denomination.
Their bodily strength, of course, is not
to be expected very great, butall of them
rotain their mental faculties remarkably
well. It is avubtful,in mymind, whether
seven of ono fumily in tho whole Do-
minion can beat this.”

TESTIMONY OF A S8COTCH SEA-
MAN

A senman, onreturning homo to Scot-
land, after o cruise in t?no Pacific, was
asked : **Do you think the missionaries
have done any good in the South Sea
Islands?" I will tell you u fact which
speaks for itself,” said the sailor, * Last
year I was wrecked on one of these Is-
lands, where I knew, that eight years
before, a shipwas wrecked and the crew
murdered ; and iyoumay judge howl felt
a} the prospect hefore me—if not dashed
to pieces on the rocks, to survive for
only a more crucl dcath, When day
broke we saw & number of canoes pull-
ing for our ship, and '‘wo were prepared
for the worst. Think of our joy and
wonder when we saw the natives in
English dress, and heard somo of them
speak the English language. On that
vory island the next Sunday wo heard
the Gospel preached, I do not know
what iou think of missions, but I know
what I do,”

GATHER UP THE FRAGMENTS.

Alate statesman, one of the conspicu-
ous names on our country'sroll of honor,
tollmethat healwayscarriedin his pock-
et a smallvolume,now oneauthorandnow
another, which he took out and read
whiloche was waiting for others. In this
way he had used the little intervals of
time through many years, and had
(though without early educatlonal ad-
vaniages) made himself a learned man.
Scarcely a day passes in which we haveo
not to wait five, ten, or fifteen minutes,
in office, parlor, or committee room, for
others {0 meet their -engaguments with
us, or for others to attend to our call.
This waiting is done away from ourown
business-places, so that we cannot at-
tendto our own businessavocations,and
80 the precious moments aro ugpally
wasted, Suppose we have an average
of fifteen minutes a day of such wailing,
It will make, in the business days of thie

eazr, a total equal to seven and a half

usiness days of idls waiting! Now,
think of seven und a half days of careful
reading in history—for cxamnple, seven
and helf long days, of ten hours each.—
Exchange,

HIGH-HEELED BOOTS.

The following from the Pacific Medical
and Surgical Journal, is too good to pass
unheeded ;—

It is worthy of note that while
malignant hatred ¢f Chinese, individu-
ally, is fomented under coverof hostility
*o their immigration, our females have
fallen in love with Chinese costumes
and customs, in some respects, and ac-
copted them as models,  The pictures
of Chineso ladies to which one has been
accustomed for many years, bears a close
resemblance to the Americanbello of the

state, into an aminlle rodtine of pious
appearances,  The frunhuess wad ean.

Aomr in confession f sin and of unsatis-

factory cpivitial conditwn, which, if
practised, would So far to prevent 1% al-
together, are very s 1ot seen or heard.
Tuceo s v certain pressure in religious
uircits to the everyuody fod that Le
wust call Litself w suiut, or Jose caste,
Even young eoniierta, before o vataing
cotuuitens, laubor under the inpression
that they are tu auswer @ Yoo to overy
question touching spiritual develupment,
no matter how narcasonable is the sup-
positivn upon whicl. it is based. Ihave
Licard questions propounded to converls
of four weeks' standing to which few pro-
fessors of ten year's experience could
afirmatively respond, and yet, under
tho pressure of this sawe scntiment,
promptly answered. A word or two
upon this point, Now, therc are some
expcriences which come to one at con-
version, and others come only through
tho process of santification; and no pas-
tor or commitiee has n right to put a
question which shall force tho candidate,
in order to avoid embarrassment, to de-
clare that a *grain of mustard-seed,
which is the smallest of all seeds,” is a
mighty trze, so strong, so vast, so pex-
fectly developed, that the birds of hea-
ven come and meke it their home. If
there is one thing which we need to
guard our young pcople against, it is a
false standard of spiritual development,
and tho exaggeration of personal at-
tainments in piety. I have no sympa-
thy with & forcing process in refercnce
to young professors, nny more than in
reference to young lhorses. A man may
assert before a committeo that ho feels
s0 and ro, has such and such views,
which views and feelings can only come
through a long lapse of years in ~Chris-
tain failure and victory; and all the
while he is exaggerating lis spiritual
sttainment. There are feelings and ex-
periences which a young girl of sevens
teen can have; and there nro others
which none but the mothers in Israel,
who have lived and suffored many
weary years, can have; and this should
be well understood. It is unseomly for
the rough and unfinished block, but just
lificd from the quarry-pit, to compare
itself with the sfatue which tho patient
chiseling of many months has dressed
into perfect syn:metry ; and wo all know
how rough the naturo of man is at the
first, and how slowly it grows into the
‘ perfect stature of Christ”’ under the
gracious application of God's grasce.
The age in which wo live is & marked
one, in reforence to what it professes.
What it needs is a demonstration that
its virtuo is equal to its profession. No
one has a right to seem: to ho better
than ke is. 'To assume by tono or looks,
in prayer or exhortation, an anxioty for
souls whick you do not feel; a piety
which you do not at heart have, .is
WOorso tﬂun bearing falso witness against
your neighbour ; it is bearing false wit-
ness against your own soul, and against
Christ himself. I search in vain for
words with which to lift and swing the
weight of my defestation, and bring i

down upon the head of cant and piohs
seeming. What wo need at this timein
the Church is a broad-chested, open-
handed, frank-faced piety, unassuming
and Lonest, ready to confess its failings
and to remedy them. Aund the best rule
that all of us, young of old, can adopt,
is this: ¢ I will be a3 good as I seem,
and I will seem to be no better than I
am.”  Such & sentiment, lived up to,
would cnrry us higher up the plane of
godliness than one might at first think.
—Rev, W. K. H, Murray.

TOO LITTLE THINEING,

One of the many ovils that exist at
the present dnyis thatof oo little think-
ing—oan evil much farthe~ reaching and
more destructive in its influonee than

yresent day. The dress, uncouth and
deforming as it is, would not of itsclf
deserve notico, but the high-heels, crip-
pling the feet and distorting the
limbs; arc an outrage on grace, on an-
atomy, on humanity, entitling the auth-
ors, could they be detected, to criminal
responsibilty. A convention of corn.
doctors, in the interest of their trade,
could not devise a better scheme for
good times., Women, whose feet are
solidified, may escape with corns. But
that & wholo generation of little girls
should have their foes jammed into the

heels, and that their legs should be
thrown out of their natural Lalance, and
the pliant bones bent into semi-circles,
is & sacrifice to fashion which would
disgrace a nation of savages. All this
isa trifle compared wiik: the mischief-
done to the pelvis, spine, and chest, by
the oonstrained attitude which the ab-
normal elevation of the heel must of
naocessity induce. Fashion is at best &
oruel tyrant ; but the whois history of
her capricious rule does not exhibit a
grosser violation of natural laws, and a
more unpardonable assault on the beanty
and health of woman, thanthe invention

most persons suspect. It is said that
Turner, the cclebrated English artist,
was seon to spend a whole day sitting
upon a roek, and throwing pebbles into
the lake, and when at evening his fel-
low painters showed their day’s skotches
and ralled him on having done nothing
he answered : *Ihavelearnt how a lake
looks when pebbles are thrown intn it.””
He was thinking asheseemod tobe idle,
like anothet famous painter, who when
asked what he mixed with his colors,
replied: ¢ Brains,”” Mo put thoughtin-
to his wonderful sea paiutings. This
is what we need in  daily lifo—the mix-
ing brains with our work, the putting of
thought inlo what our hands find to do,
How many mistakes would have been
provented, if wo had always thought be.
fore we spoko, and roflacted before we
acted.

It is a child's oft repeatod exouse, “I
didn't think.” But we, unlike the
Apostle who, when he became s man
put away childish things, still cling to
childhood's lack of thinking.

Letus then strive to bo thinkers, not
to be profoiind studsuts, not groat scholes,
but guiet; .enrnest, prastical ev;x-dv
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_workers who have good, substan



