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decomposc the 1-1. Ci, the chiorine w~ill combiine
%with the zinc to foriin zinicic chioride %vhicli will be
dissolv'ed and remioecd froni further action. 'lhle
atoîin of hiydrogen set frcu % iii .oînibine w ithi the
adjacent ciorine wvhidh will le.i% c another fi-ce atomn
of hydrogcn. T'his change %vill lic prop)1ogaited
througliout the whole miass n11 every direction uifl
finally there %vill lie a freed atomn of hydrogen
contîguouis to tiie platinuni plate, this wvilI give Lip
iLs exccss of p)ositive electricîty to nieutra lîze the
niegalive iilatiiiui andti ten escape as gas. NoNV
as tiH, electrie current is establishied by the constant
attcmpts of the different elect.ricities to ncutrliý
eachi Other andI estiblishi an equilibriunii, andi as
the electrie foi-ce ini its enideavor- to establîshi equil-
ibrium, g*cn'lirates thc current which (lectwnposes
the battery constituents, the current NviIi le g'ene-
atedl,so lonig asLte poles of thle batte ry a re connliete-1,
ufltit cither the zinc or. the fluld is iusedU.-).lN.

The Stenocarpin Fiasco.
Wce have just received a letter frorn Parke D avis

Co. %whit-h gives the result of their Investigations
on the nature anti prol)trtiL-s o>f ghuditschin or steno-
carpin. ley wrote to iDrî. Sewarcl for a saînpie
ant ihe referreti theni b Messrs. I e1n & Fink of
Nev' York, fromn whoni alone lie said \Vas iL posible
to obtain a solution tof t bis alkaloitl. Below wve
give the conclensetl results of' tht-îr chiîts(MIr.
F. A. Thompson, Phi. C.-) work on the ujtt
I-e receîved about a fluid mince of this; solution,
it hiac a sweetîshi otior and i S). gr. of 1.01 6 at 59.
F., which cauiseti the immetliale suspicion of there
being 1i1cse1)t more than two 1per cent. of any
alkaloiti. 'l'lie f'ollo\\-ing, is a 1'dc ý;îm1el col», of
the label on the boutle:

H-e StUfls up, lus work thus i. J bat the solu-
tion, ciainied to be a tw() ler-cent of gletlitschine,
is not w~hat iL is represented, and that those intro-
ducing it as such are guiity of frauid.

2. ['bat the solution likeiy conitains sonie color-
ing agent, differing fromi that obtainedi from the
drug in whichi the alkaloid is isolateti, or. that the
color rua)' he tdue to the presence of an aikaloici,
or the substance 'iluPosecl to l'e In t-omIIllnatl(io
with the cocaline.

3. ['bat the 1peculiar action of the extracted
alkaloid to clienuical *-s appJea ranlce, taste, and
otît., suggest it to be none other tlian cocaine.

4_ ['bat the l)resel)ce of cbloritle anti suiphate
indicates positively thiat a stilpliate of one alkaloid
anti a mutriate of another are present 1,ani the

1)Ieselice of cocaine beîng' estal)ilshiet, w1lich is
%vitbout tlotîlt iln the for-Il of niuriate, tie sul-

lilate can be accotînted for onl), lw assuninig tliat
it is in combmination with airofine, 0or sonie other

mytlriatic ai kaloid, suchi as d'dité .si,, e.

5. 'tble solution con tains 6.85 p)er cent. of alka-
loid, calt:ulated as caImeinriate instead of 2 per

cent. of Gleditscine (!) as stateti on lai,,L
6. Tlhat the dilatation of the pupil of the eye %vas

tbiotgbt to lie more lasting tIi fromn cocaine, anti
less so than froin atropine., intlîcating the p)ossib)le

presence of somne in'otic, niotîifying the action of
the mnydriai ic. Eýxp)erîlencing( 110 drynless of the
throat or any hallucinations froin the bypoderiec
iijec, ionl of die solution. It is p)ossilIe 11o
a/hz excel)t cocalie iS present.

7. '[htthe stateMen. matie, ilhat thle saift Wias
flot liernianent, anti findling the saIt of the alkaloici
il) tis solution tluite so, leatîs one to suppose thlat
this is .'w/ Mew i-eason fir/ ilkiuç, site/i au asseil/wn.

S. 1athavîng hatl placed at ni' tlisi)osal
tbrlough-I the firin of Parke, D avis & Co., several
pounds of leaves froru wl)ich I amn unable to pro-
tduce as yet l)tt a trace of aikaloici giving precipi-
tates witbi the uisual aikaloitial reagents, andi which
apliiec to the tongue, 1)rodltces no sensation wl'hat-
ever, anti the existence of a v'tÀatile constittuent
ver>, probable, and a large arnouint of resinous-like
stubIstances hiavi ng strong astri ngen)t properties
being present, 1 question the existance of -, tes-
tbecti c or mydriatic alkaloici in Gleditschia tria-
canithos.

Keratiti and its Uses.

We nierely, wishi to tlraw~ the attention e,( the pro-
fession to this unofficinal, comipouid,. as we con-
sier iLs chiefproperty, insolubility by the gastric
fluids, although easily soluble by intestinal juices
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Tlîû sait xot being j.eraialielit, tis ?,solution is recoini-

The nînno Stenocujiàn wets givezn tlis alkaloid b)v Dr.
Swrits .1iscov.ervr, bocatin, of G1w closc- rosL-mblanuL.

wh*ticli the leaves, from Nw-ici Ile ppared it 1bear to those of
theo Acacia theuaro hmin bia. c e [bect 1(lL'Itilie< as
bol oII ig to bu ledic e 'oîenda

BcClît ii-estigatiniis linn- o eil* tliat in1 illitiV CisesS il,
is preforabbo to COC3LilIC, mL1ld in OphItllaInijic diseases stiper-
,or to Atropux.
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