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GexTLEMEN,—] have selected the operation of lumbar colotomy
—that of opening of colon.in the right or left loin—as the subject
of to- day's lecture, not only because I know it to be well worthy of
your attention, but because I believe it has not yet found its true
'pla.ce in Surgery. Itis admitted amongthe justifiablé operations
in-exceptional cases, 16 be performed when all other means have
failed ‘to ward off death.and give relief, ‘but under no other circums-
tances; as an operation for any curative purpose it is hardly
xeqo«msod " When successfol also it has generally been believed
that the condition of the patient is so misemble——t]mt the escape
of faeces and wind from the artificial wound causes so much distress
and discomfort—that life ‘at such a price is hardly worth having ;
that at the best it may prolong life, but with a local ‘discomfort
that is almost unendurable. - Yet I think I shall be able to show
you that the operation deserves far higher claims upon our atten.
tion than these; that it not only is a most valuable means of
prolonging life and relieving pain; that when successful the
artificial anus is not such a source of local discomfort as you might
believe; and tlnt as a curative agent, it bids fair to be of great and
undeniable value I propose, “ther eiox e, to consider the operation
in ‘two poxnts of view—tirst, as an opemtxon of expedxency to
ploloru7 life and rvelievé pain; and, secondly as ‘a curative agent.
As an oper: ation of expedxency it may be called for under any
circumstances in which some clironic obstr uctmn in the lar ge 1ntes~
tine’ eusta ‘whether the obsm tction be due to the presence of
some tumour pressmo upon ‘the bowel~that is, ‘to some’ outside
influence—or to some ‘stricture’ contlaebmg the ca.lxbre of the botvel
from some’ inside mﬂuence A$'a Curative agent; 1t ma,y be' per-
formed for severe examples of ulcemtmn of the rectum, whlch ina



