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brecze which he hears invites him with cheer-
ful acgents to pariicipate in its freedom, while
# bloweth whete it listeth, and no overseer
-or ruler-can govern its movements.

’t.is justly #aid, in an address to the peo-
ple:of the United States, and unanimously a-
dopted, that the Sabbath, ¢ as 2 period of rest
after six days’ continuous oil, is indispensable
to the Iabourer.  Without this great interval,
his health and vigour prematurely decay, as
certainly, although not ay specdily, as it de-
barred from the 1efreshment j—and health and
vigor are the peor,man’s capital.  The statis-
ticy, now 0 prearly accumulated that we cease
1o gather them, showing the fearful waste of
life in thoso employments which know no
such suspension, are full of warning and in-
struction. Sad, indeed, is the lot of the la-
bourer without this jubilee of the week to re-
cruit his exhausted encrgies; when he may
wipe the sweat from his brow, and lift up his
bedy, and lifi up hisspiiit, alike bowed down
by daily toil.’

When a reduction of the hours of labor is
advocated, the appeal is made fo reason, and
perzons are left 1o the exercise of their unaid-
ed powers in forming an opinion. But the
Sabbath is believed Ly the great body of pro-
Yessing christians to be a divine institation;
and this convittion is of iImmense consequence
in_claiming the repose of the Sabbath for a
toil-worn population. An appeal hence lies
to conscience, and religious consistency 3 and

such is the veneration in which the word of rest

God is beld, even amid atounding vice and
sceplicism, that thousands, and tens of thou-
sands, whatever may be their tamporal rauk,
~or political parly, or ccclesiastical dencmina-
tion, will concur with you, and co-operate
with you, in givirg effcct to the Jaw of the
Sabbath  So far from blaming jou for de-
manding this day, they will esteem jou more
on that account. The fact of your demanding
it, will raise you in their estiniation, and give
you a permanent hold on thedr sympathies,
and secure you new and potent allies in ac-
quiring other rights 1o which you are entitled.

But, perhaps, 1am doing injustice to ob-
jections. Lct uslook at the strongest of them,
and sce what they are worth.

It may be thought abswid to speak of {he
Sabbath as being indangerif it beadivine insti-
tution, since God must be fully competent to
maintain hisown cause. As well may it be
alleged that despotic eruelty is impossible,
because God loves benevolence, and can ea-
sily secure its ascendancy. God works by
means, and where ordinayy means suflice, Le
will not work miracles. Ife gives us privil-
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perform signs and wonders to oxempt willing
serfs from a merited vagalage.
1f the Sabbath 13 to Le preserved 1o you,
or rather, in many cases, recovered to you, it
mus be through the instrumentality of your
own excrtions; ard wo smmall effort wiil be
needed to make good to you the weekly juki-
jee ‘I'be whole tendency of business is 1o en-
croach on your ume, till the moments allow-
ed you for cating and sleeping are stinted
and inadequate.  Some tell usthat the sea,
it'its ageney were not neutralized, would ul-
timatefy wash down all the dry land into -
self, til the globe would presem one evel
surface of prevailing waters,  Commerce is
that ocean, which invades time, and which, if’
not counteracted, would eventually submerge
every hour of leisure, every boliday, every
Sabbath, or would spare only a wmiserable
remnant of them, resembling one of the
Drongs—the jutting rocks of Shetland—which
geologists describe as the monumental remains
of once large and verdant jslands. The a-
gent that checks the sea is five—the internal
heat of the globe—which, in melting sub-
slences or wurniug them into vapour, expands
their mass, and thus upheaves moun:ains, on
the frowning cliffs of which is inscribed the
Divine address to the deep, ¢ Hitherto shalt
thou come but no further; and here shall thy
proud waves be stayed.” The fire 1hat isto
arrest the overflowing of commence isthe ter-

man beivg a man and a citizen  When be.
nevolent geatlemen, then, propose to furnish
you with pleasure on the Sablath, make fiee
to inquire by ahom the working nart of it isto
e exccuted f—whether these affluent piulan.
thropists are themselves to e the Sabbath.
day labourers, and serve you onc day when
Jou have served them six 7 Butof itappear
that one section of your number is to be com-
pelled to toil on this day for another section
of your number, then touch not, taste not,
handle not the luxury which a fellow.work.
man's strength bes produced, and his sweat
has s ained. Such are the relarions of labour,
thatif one working-man toil, anotaer must
toil, all of you must tod. The principles
obvious in itself: its truth is confivmed by the
general condition of the Continent of Europe;
and I tell you again—1I press it on your con-
sideration—that IF YOU ARE NOT TRUE TO
ONE ANOTHER, YOUR CAUSE 15 LOST.

But the friends of the Sabbath are hypo-
cerites, yon are told—a set of Pharisves, who
objeet to Sabbath trains, while they impose
far heavier burdens on their dependents.—
Easy would jt be toretort this pcrsonal
chavge. The frieads of the poor man who,
on hus account, started Sunday t1ains on the
Edinburgh and  Glasgow line, strangely for-
got to lessen the price of his return ticket,
when this privilege was extended to fir-t and
sccond-class passengers.  The omission is suf-

vour of your zeal in behalf of your day of ficiently remarkable to merit a word of ex-

‘Lhe upheaving that is here to avail is
an upheaving of society—to shake off’ and
keep at adistance all desecrating labours from
this most needful, most bhssful, and heaven-
gifted quict—above all alofty and sull nsng
determination in the Jabouring classes to serve
man faithfully during six days of the week,
but no more ; and whoever may invade the
remaining  day, 1o repel the invasion, and
stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has
made them free.

Bat the working man, it will be said, should
have recieation on the Sabbath; and 1f so,
boats should sail, and trams should rum,to
translate him fiom enveloping smoke to en-
chauting scenery. Willingly would 1 insti-
tute a comparison Dbetween the heaith of
church-goingand church-deserting operatives;
willingly would 1suspend the issue of the
controversy—so far as it may be suspended
on anything besides scrip ure—on the com-
parative comfort or wretchedness which their
abodes respectively exhibit.  As it is not all
gold that glitiers, neither is it all tiue plea-
sure that usurps the name: ¢ There is a way
which scemeth right unto man, but the e¢ad

cges, and faculties to discern the value of ihereof avethe waysof death. Evenin lavgh-

them, and defend them resoluiely ; but if we
Rre $0 recreant as 1o part with them, he will
punish a despicable servility by a galling sla-
very.

The Sabbath isa beunignant day to all class-
es. It relieves the wasting cares of the mas-
ter, as well as the manual toils ofthe servant.
In improving the labourer, it makes him wore
trustworthy and valnable 1o his cinploy ers—
It gives security to the public genaally, that
all functionaries will be benefitted by its pri-
videges; and that the best interests of socie-
ty will, in consequence, be respected and pro-
moted.  Still, you are the paities most mme-
diately and deeply interested.  If you con-
sent 1o lie down and ik the dusion this day
of release and i dependinee, then, no doubt,
men will poovar e Wlileyou are kissing
your chains, it witl be in vain that philanthro-
fists propose to ever tum;nor will God-

ter the beart is sorrowful, and the end of that
mirth is beaviness,” Never shall I forget the
mournful accents with which a condemned
criminal, shortly before be was exccuted, said
in my hearing, that bis ersmes began with
small thefts, and pleasure excursions on the
Lord's-day. But if you will not listen tosuch
suggestions, 1 address 10 you another that
may obtain jour atiention. Accept of no
pleasures on the Sabbath, interlering with fi-
delity to each other 1t cach of you belp to
enslave bis fellow, there is no hope for you.
Look to countries where the labouring cf.\ss-
¢s are oppressed, and mark how that oppres.
swon is waintained. The operatives are kept
down by the soldiery ; and whence como the
soldiery ? From the working classes. One
tnechanic is tured to keep another in bondage,
till they are all ruled with a rod of iron, and
stripped of every distinction that makes a bu-

planation from these compassiona:e benefac.
tors. Instead howeve., of interchanging ac-
cusations, 1 beg simply toask what they have
to do with the "questionin hand ? After all
that bas been said, or ¢can be said about sane-
timoniousness on the one side, and infidelity
on 1he other, the single point for you to de-
termine is, whether you ave to have or are not
lo have one day out of seven for yourselves §—
That point is in your detcrmination. Will
to have this day, and with the word of God
and with the friends of God on your side, the
expression of your will must be irresistible,
There is, however, no time to be lost  Ore
Railway company, and one Steam-boat conr
pany after another, resolves to have sccular
service on the Sabbath., The dificulties of
this week may be trebled the next. If you
are, then, to arise, atise now—be up and do-
ing! From land’s end to land’s ead bestir
yourselves, and let your first rest be that of
an undisturbed Sabbath, rescued-by your
ctourage and intrepidity from vexatious and
wasting thraldom,

It niay be said that X bave made no account
of unavoidable service on the Sabbath. 1
answerinone sentence, that the rule is rest,
and that exceplions most, in their nature, be
few and oceasional. Seve you to the estab-
lishment of the rule: the exceptions will
make room for themselves. In ninety-nine
casesout cf a hundred, where the necessity
bas been pleaded, it has been created ; and
under a cry about works of juercy, cruelty
has been iaflicted,

It may be objected that my treatment of
the subject hasnot been sufficiently religions.
1auswer, that a part, and a large part of re-
higion is humamty, and that thia is the fast
which God has chosen, * 1o let the oppressed
gofree, and that we break overy yoke! At
the same time, while I have demanded that
the way in which the working-man is to spend
the Sabbath shall be left to liis own responsi-
biliy, and not determined for him by an ag-
gressive and insatiable avarice, 1 conclude by
the statement—oarncstly and affectionately



